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Aboriginal Land and Sea Managers Can Harness 

Geology In Their Country-Based Planning  
ü Underpinning traditional lands are globally important geological and landform 

values.

ü These are often intertwined with cultural values in country. 

ü Weaving the geological story into country -based planning presents great tourism 

and protected area management opportunities for TOs .

ü UNESCO Global Geopark constructs can offer pathways to realise these benefits, 

but these are subject to international determination.

ü In Australia, a GeoRegion is a more flexible, community -driven identity used to 

promote geotourism and conservation, designed to serve as a preliminary and 

exploratory ôstepping stoneõ towards geopark nominations.

ü Ideally suitable to be applied in Northern Australia, a region which includes four 

outstanding formerly designated Australian National Landscapes, all World 

Heritage Areas.



ôThe Kimberleyõ- an Australian National Landscape



ôAustraliaõs Timeless Northõ - an Australian National Landscape



ôThe Wet Tropicsõ- an Australian National Landscape



 

World Heritage Area

Climate Change

Severe Coral Bleaching

Acidification

Impact of Coal Mining, Agriculture

Need to promote Ecotourism

Education & Understanding of  Ecosystems is Essential!

ôGreat Barrier Reefõ - an Australian  National Landscape





Founded in 1945  -  193 member states

UNESCO

Man and the Biosphere

World Heritage

UNESCO Global Geoparks



WHAT IS A UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARK?

üUNESCO Global Geoparks are special places that tell the story of the Earth. They 

are recognised because their landscapes are important to science and people. 

üFor First Nations communities rocks and landforms are living parts of Country ñ

shaped by Ancestors, stories, and deep cultural connections. 

üA Geopark respects, includes and promotes these connections from the very 

beginning, alongside the science and the natural environment.

üA UNESCO Global Geopark is a place where TOs can promote their Country to learn 

about the land, the culture, and the history all together.

üEach Geopark is different . Each one is special in their combination of landscape, 

culture and community , and everyone working together to care for Country. 



Geopark Goals

1. Conservation

2. Education

3. Improving 

Economic 

Welfare

 

üTOõs can control the process and everyone can 

have a voice, so decisions are shared. 

üResponsibility can shared, so people feel 

ownership and take care of Country together , 

even in places where TO rights are limited. 

üPlanning can be TO led, bringing together 

science and local and cultural knowledge. 

üCommunities can be supported with skills and 

knowledge to take part and lead. 

üManagement can be flexible, so TOs can 

respond to changes in Country and care for it . 



What is  Geotourism?
 

òGeotourism is sustainable, place-based tourism that 

connects people with Earthõs landscapes, heritage, and 

communities, while protecting their natural and cultural 

values for future generations ó



 

ü By celebrating Country and the 

geological heritage of an identified 

GeoRegion in connection with all other 

aspects of the areaõs cultural and 

natural heritage, geotourism enhances 

awareness and understanding of key 

issues facing Aboriginal mobs.

ü Geotourism gives local people a sense 

of pride and strengthens their 

identification with a GeoRegion 

embracing their Country .

Benefits of 

Developing a 

GeoRegion 

for Holistic, Place -

Based Geotourism



Defining a 
GeoRegion 

The first step
in evaluating its 
potential 
development for 

geotourism 
and/or a 
Geopark
 

The proponent ( e.g.  Traditional Owners) 

wishes to seek agreement from the 

State/Territory Geological Survey to 

designate a defined area of cultural 

heritage which also highlights 

outstanding geo-heritage features.



Australiaõs Approved GeoRegions

üKU-RING-GAI GEOREGION, a 440 sq km area contained within three 

Local Government Areas and protected areas including the 

magnificent Ku -ring-gai Chase National Park near Sydney.

üGLEN INNES HIGHLANDS GEOREGION, a 5,487 sq km area of New 

England managed by the Glen Innes Severn Council with several 

national parks and mining heritage areas. 

üMURCHISON GEOREGION, located north of Perth, a 281,200 sq km 

area embraced by seven Shires, co-supported by the Mid West 

Development Commission.



Geopark 
Assessment 
Process of 

Nominations
within a 

GeoRegion 
 

Three Clear 
Steps

1. Proponent consultation with government agencies 

and community stakeholders, including Aboriginal 

communities,  supported by a designated 

State/Territory agency.

2. Independent review by a National Geoparks 

Reference Committee appointed by that agency.

3. Submission through the State Premier/Territory 

Chief Minister and Cabinet  process for approval.

Only then, at the discretion of the Australian 

Government minister responsible for heritage ,  

any such submission may be assessed, and if 

approved, progressed to UNESCO for 

consideration.



National 
Geoparks
Reference
Committee

Optional 
Determinations

In a manner prescribed by the relevant 

State/Territory Government ,  a National 

Geoparks Reference Committee reviews the 

scope of the proposal, and whether it is 

suitable to be processed further.

ü Either for UNESCO consideration as a Global 

Geopark; or

ü  As a National/State Geopark ; or

ü  As a major suite of connected geotrails; or

ü  To remain as a GeoRegion to enable further 

reassessment at some future time

e.g. Savannah Way, Northern Australia



Employment 
Benefits of
Geotourism
within a 
GeoRegion

ü Through geotourism, can significantly 
improve Aboriginal employment , and 
more broadly, regional employment.

üNew domestic employment and 
consulting opportunities for 
natural/cultural heritage professionals 
ð design of interpretation 
signage/boards, design of geotrails etc.

üManagement roles in potential 
geoparks, regional development and 
LGAs.

üFlow-on employment in tour operations 
and townships resulting from increased 
tourism visitation.

üOpportunities for pastoralists to 
develop ôfarm stayõ and ôstation stayõ 
tourism operations.



Over-riding 
Socio-economic 
Benefits of 
Geotourism
within a 
GeoRegion 

üMeasurable economic benefits through 
enhancement of traditional nature -based 
tourism - additional visitors, direct and 
regional economic output, household 
income and wages, and local (including 
Indigenous) employment.

üThrough establishment of a higher level of 
centralised  coordination in areas of 
product development, travel and 
hospitality services, tourism 
promotion/branding.

üThrough its defined mission, community 
engagement is maximised and measured.


