
 

 

 
NATIONAL GEOTOURISM ACHIEVEMENTS – A FIVE-YEAR OVERVIEW – 2021 to 2026 

 
Since April 2021, the Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) has been implementing a National Geotourism Strategy 
to support greater development of major geotourism projects in Australia.  

Geotourism is defined as sustainable, place-based tourism that connects people with Earth’s landscapes, heritage, and 

communities, while protecting their natural and cultural values for future generations. Its adoption will serve to 

enhance the existing traditional nature-based tourism by generating new products that further integrate our unique 

geology, landscape, flora and fauna, cultural heritage (including Aboriginal), and mining history. 

The AGC believes the development of geotourism will also increase awareness of Australia’s amazing geoheritage and 
the value of geoscience to the broader community and enhance geoscience course enrolment at universities.  

Geotourism Australia, the National Geotourism Strategy and chaired by Dr Jon Hronsky OAM, has focused on seven 
strategic goals which have already been realised through a number of key strategic achievements in all areas. 

 
Significant geoscience outreach achievements have also been realised, for example. 

 

Closing the Gap and Geotourism Investigations 

Through a range of channels aimed at exploring geopark 

opportunities for First Nations peoples, Geotourism 

Australia is continuing discussions with the Murujuga 

Aboriginal Corporation and the North Australian 

Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance. The 

Coordinator is also presenting at the Developing Northern 

Australia Conference in early August in Alice Springson the 

topic of ‘Country at the centre: how GeoRegions can 

support indigenous leadership, story, and sustainable 

futures.’ Mark Saddler, a former director of the NSW 

Aboriginal Tourism Operators Council, has just joined the 

Steering Committee. 

 
Virtual Geotrail 
 
With significant funding provided by the 
Sydney Mineral Exploration Discussion Group 
(SMDEG), development of an App based 
virtual geotrail along the entire Northern 
Beaches coastline forming part of the Ku-ring-
gai GeoRegion, with a linked website. 
 
www.kuringaigeoregion.au 
 

 

In NSW, in a collaborative program between the NSW Geological Survey and NSW National Parks and Wildlife, 
development of six, APP supported geotours. https://nswgeotours.stqry.app/ 

http://www.kuringaigeoregion.au/
https://nswgeotours.stqry.app/


 

 

Glen Innes Highlands GeoRegion 
Skywalk 
 
Fully supported by the Glen Innes 
Severn Council, recent construction 
of a major interpretation platform 
made possible by a $2 million state 
government grant, the GeoRegion 
Skywalk serves as a cultural conduit, 
intertwining the rich narratives of the 
local First National people and the 
area’s Celtic heritage engaging with a 
sound trail accessible via QR codes, 
offering insights from Indigenous 
custodians, geologists, flora/fauna 
specialists and astronomers.  
https://tinyurl.com/mdv9r2xt 
 
 
Red Centre Geotour Development 
 
Development of geotourism tour 
guidebook and interpretative 
brochures for high profile attractions 
(Larapinta Trail as well as the 
Standley Chasm, Ormiston, and 
Trephina Gorges) in the NT’s Red 
Centre; various projects funded by 
the AGC, Leisure Solutions®, and the 
GSA, and most recently with an 
Australian Government grant 
utilising professional pro-bono input 
from Dr Anett Weisheit and the 
Coordinator. 
 

 

 
 

Kalkari Discovery Centre Rock Display: With substantial funding provided by the NSW Division of the 
Australian Institute of Geoscientists, the Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion is developing a geoscience interpretative 
display within a visitor display centre of the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park. 

 
Approval in December 2025 by government geoscience agencies of the Geopark Assessment Process which 
provides a prescriptive pathway for geopark nominations within approved GeoRegions is a key highlight. 
 
Angus M Robinson, Coordinator, Geotourism Australia 
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https://tinyurl.com/mdv9r2xt

