REDEFINING GEOTOURISM: PROPOSED PAIRED DEFINITIONS FOR GEOTOURISM
AUSTRALIA

The Geotourism Australia Steering Committee, at its meeting on 8 December 2025, considered
and endorsed the proposed new definition of geotourism:

“A place-based form of sustainable tourism that safeguards the integrity of Earth’s geodiversity
and recognised geoheritage—its landforms, rocks, minerals, fossils, soils, and active geological
and hydrological processes, while strengthening the region’s interconnected biodiversity,
cultural narratives, aesthetic values, and the socio-economic vitality of host communities.
Geotourism achieves this through immersive interpretation, inclusive governance, and
demonstrable, positive-impact practices aligned with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.”

Since that meeting, Working Group 6 has received strong support for this definition from both
local and international stakeholders. At the same time, stakeholders have recommended
developing a more concise and accessible version to enhance communication with
government agencies and the broader public, while maintaining the intent and integrity of the
full definition.

This note summarises the recommended updated definition structure for geotourism and the
rationale for its adoption within Geotourism Australia’s governance and communication
frameworks.

1. Recommended Paired Definition Structure

A dual-definition model is proposed to meet the distinct needs of policy environments and
public communication. This approach aligns with international practice across UNESCO, the
Global Geoparks Network, and leading geotourism organisations.

Official Definition (Governance and Policy)

“Geotourism is a place-based form of sustainable tourism that safeguards Earth’s geodiversity
and geoheritage while strengthening interconnected biodiversity, cultural values, and the
wellbeing of host communities. It achieves this through inclusive stewardship, meaningful
interpretation, positive-impact practices and measurable outcomes that benefit people, place,
and planet.”

Companion Definition (Public-Facing)

“Geotourism is sustainable, place-based tourism that connects people with Earth’s landscapes,
heritage, and communities, while protecting their natural and cultural values for future
generations.”

2. Rationale for Adopting the Revised Definitions

The updated definitions respond to contemporary expectations in global geotourism practice
and provide a clearer, more authoritative foundation for Geotourism Australia’s work.

L Alignment with international standards: Ensures consistency with UNESCO and Global
Geoparks Network principles, strengthening Australia’s credibility in global forums.



o Clarity for governance and planning: the official definition provides the conceptual
precision required for policy development, strategic planning, and alignment with GeoRegion
and geopark evaluation criteria.

o A stable reference point for partners: supports consistent communication with
government agencies, land managers, and collaborating organisations.

o As well, flexibility for diverse audiences: the companion definition offers an
accessible, public-friendly message suitable for community engagement, tourism marketing,
and education.

o Strengthened organisational positioning: demonstrates that Geotourism Australia is
scientifically grounded, internationally aligned, and publicly approachable.

3. Implications for Geotourism Australia
Adopting this paired-definition structure will:

o Provide a unified conceptual foundation for all GA policy, advocacy, and program
development.

J Enhance consistency across national and international partnerships.
L Improve clarity in public communication and stakeholder engagement.
J Support future initiatives such as GeoRegion development, geopark readiness

assessments, and sustainable tourism planning.
4. Decision Required
The Steering Committee is invited to:
Review the proposed Official and Companion Definitions.

Consider the justification regarding international alignment, conceptual clarity, and strategic
positioning.

Approve the adoption of these definitions for use in Geotourism Australia governance, policy
documents, and public communications.

5. Next Steps (Upon Approval)

Incorporate definitions into the National Geotourism Strategy policy papers, the AGC website,
and stakeholder materials.

Develop a brief communications guide to support consistent application of the Companion
Definition across marketing and outreach channels.

Share the approved definitions with partner organisations and UNESCO Global Geopark
networks.
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