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The peak body for Australian geoscience 
professional societies, representing some 10,000 
geoscientists, of which Geotourism Australia is 
implementing the National Geotourism Strategy. 

About the AGC



Geotourism ð 
ôPlace based 
and Holisticõ

NOT 
geological 
tourism

Comprises the following features of both 

natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic  ð non-living aspects such as the 

sky, climate & geology, landscape and 

landforms, speleology, water, and soils : 

celebrating GEODIVERSITY.

ü Biotic  ð the living parts e.g., flora 

(plants) and  fauna (animals): 

celebrating BIODIVERSITY.

ü Cultura l ð past & present, both Aboriginal 

and post European settlement (incl. 

mining), non-living and built.



 Ecotourism 
&  

Geotourism 
Concepts

üEcotourism is practised 
predominantly in protected 
areas such as national parks 
whereas geotourism is 
undertaken also in all areas 
where primary industry 
activities are being carried 
out.

ü  Geotourism is increasingly 
seen globally as an instrument 
of regional economic 
development.



ü Geotourism has links with adventure 
tourism, cultural tourism, ecotourism, 
wildlife tourism, astrotourism , and 
agritourism , but is not synonymous with any 
of these forms of tourism, although in 
broad terms it embraces them all because 
it is essentially ôplace-based.õ 

ü Geotourism is undertaken in all areas, 
including places utilised  by people (cultural 
tourism) and where primary industry 
activities (i.e., agriculture/agritourism, 
mining, and forestry) are prevalent, and in 
areas with Aboriginal land tenure or are 
subject of cultural interest. It is therefore 
about the place, regardless of its condition .



Why a 

National 

Geotourism 

Strategy?

ü Unique opportunity for engaging the broader 

community with geoscience.

ü  Domestic tourism is now looking for 

innovative product development .

ü Major opportunity for rural and regional 

development , focusing on both natural and 

cultural heritage, both mining and Aboriginal.

ü Emerging grass-roots community support 

evident ð  however this requires 

implementation to be effective.

ü Need a national strategy to complement what 

the Australian Government delivered for 

ecotourism in 1994.



 

1. New digital technologies .

3. To establish a framework for creating high quality 

geotrails.

4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage sites 

suitable for geotourism.

5. To develop geotourism in regional mining and 

Aboriginal communities.

6.To strengthen Australia's international geoscience 

standing.

7. To develop and enhance geoscience interpretation 

and communication skills. 

GOAL 2. To define an approval pathway for 

major geotourism development.

.

National 

Geotourism 

Strategy (NGS)

 Seven Goals
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Goal 2

Preferred 
pathway

via an exploratory 
GeoRegion
Approach

ü The GeoRegion concept was deliberately 

framed as a non-statutory, enabling step , 

allowing governments and communities to 

explore geoheritage potential without pre -

committing to UNESCO nomination.

ü Initially focus on developing geotrails within 

these GeoRegions to build community and 

State/Territory Government support.



Goal 2 Focus:

What is  a 
GeoRegion?
 

ü In Australia, GeoRegions can be single, 

unified geographical areas of appropriate 

size where sites and landscapes of 

geological significance are linked 

together around a central natural or 

cultural value . 

ü Their intended ôbottom-upõ approach of 

combining conservation with sustainable 

development aims to involve local 

communities including First Nations 

peoples. 



Societal 
Benefits of
Developing a 
GeoRegion for 
Geotourism

ü By celebrating the geological heritage 

of an identified GeoRegion,  and in 

connection with all other aspects of the 

areaõs natural and cultural heritage (and 

most significantly, Aboriginal heritage), 

geotourism enhances awareness and 

understanding of key issues facing 

society AND

ü Geotourism gives local people a sense 

of pride strengthening their 

identification with a GeoRegion.



Salient Features of the Ku-ring-gai 
GeoRegion

üConceived in 2018 by a 
community group ð FOKE and 
now supported by other 
community groups.

üSupported by the NPWS, three 
Councils.

üApproved by the Geological 
Survey of NSW.

üMajor natural and cultural 
heritage peer -reviewed study 
completed recently.

üwww.kuringgaigeoregion.au



Australiaõs 16 former National Landscapes supported by 

Tourism Australia, all with Iconic Branding! 
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ôKu-ring-gaiõ GeoRegion sites & trails:

ü Cliffs, beaches and lagoons from Long Reef 
to Barrenjoey.

ü Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park.

ü Muogamarra Nature Reserve.

ü Northern Garigal National Park.

ü Eastern Berowra Valley National Park.

Showcasing:

ü Numerous significant geological sites.

ü Rare and threatened flora and fauna tied 
to the geology.

ü A human history dictated by the 
landscape.



The Landscape Today

ü Deep valleys, extensive estuaries, pocket beaches, cliffed  
headlands  and coastal lagoons formed by  post-glacial sea 
level rise .

ü Diverse rock types on the plateau and slopes support a high 
diversity of endemic flora and fauna. 

ü Much of the ôKu-ring-gaiõ GeoRegion is reserved as near 
pristine bushland adjacent to urban Sydney. 

ü Medium term opportunity for a UNESCO Global Geopark given 
the close proximity and tenure of these identified geosites.



ü ôKu-ring-gaiõ Geosites reveal the best exposed geological 
section of early to mid -Triassic period (240 million years ago) 
sedimentary rocks in the Sydney Basin. 

ü Sediments were deposited in the Gondwana landmass 
adjacent to a high latitude coast under a cold climate in 
fluvial and shallow marine environments. 

ü Diversity of fossils reflect past environments over nearly 50 
million years.

ü Includes eight volcanic diatremes (pipes) and associated 
dykes with the Hornsby diatreme being perhaps the best 
exposed geological section of its type in the world.

Geotourism  Highlights



Some of the best Aboriginal rock engraving sites in Australia

Area is Dense with Aboriginal Sites

Grinding grooves located 
below sandstone rockpools

A number of engravings including 
Daramulan holding a boomerang, 
possibly part of a ceremonial site.Basin Track engravings



UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS

IS A GEOPARK JUST ABOUT GEOLOGY?

No! While a geopark must demonstrate geological heritage of international 

significance, the purpose of a geopark is to explore, develop and celebrate 

the links between that geological heritage and all other aspects of the areas 

natural, cultural, and intangible heritages. It is about reconnecting human 

society at all levels to the planet we all call home  and to celebrate how our 

planet and itõs 4,600 million year long history has shaped every aspect of our 

lives and our societies . 

Zhanjiajie, China

UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, 

unified geographical areas where sites 

and landscapes of international 

geological significance are managed 

with a holistic concept of 

protection, education, and 

sustainable development. 



Benefits of a Geopark to NSW

ü Stimulate local economic activity from both domestic and 

overseas tourismõ (catering, accommodation, fuel etc).

ü Enhance environmental learning, and sustainable development 

through geotourism, particularly for local school groups.  

ü Encourage the creation of local, innovative enterprises involved 

in geotourism and geological inspired products.

ü Strengthen the importance of national parks by demonstrating 

the linkage of geoheritage to natural and cultural heritage. 



UNESCO Global Geoparks

Map -  Distribution of Chinese 
geoparks  with global status

49 of the 229 

UNESCO 

Global 

Geoparks 

located in 

China



Global 
Geoparks 

Located in 
NSW Core 

and Emerging 
International

Markets
2025

üTop 9 Core and growth markets include China 

(49), UK (10), South Korea (7) plus Japan (10), 

HK, NZ (1), and Indonesia (12), noting that whilst 

the USA does not have any UNESCO Global 

geoparks, geotourism is well understood and 

promoted  by the USA National Geographic 

Society. India does not have any geoparks so far.

ü Maintaining Markets:  Malaysia (2), Germany (8), 

France (9), and Taiwan (9 not UNESCO).

üEmerging Markets 2:  Canada (5),Vietnam (4)


