BEYOND INTERPRETATION: MINDFULNESS, GEOETHICS, AND RESPONSIBLE GEOTOURISM

Geoethics is often framed as a professional code for geoscientists, but in practice itis
something far richer, and far more human. At its heart, geoethics asks us to reflect on how our
work with the Earth shapes not only landscapes, but relationships: with ourselves, with
communities, and with the living systems we depend on.

Operating at the intersection of geoscience, sociology, and philosophy, geoethics deals with the
ethical, cultural, and social implications of geological practice. It has two inseparable
dimensions. One is personal: how practitioners experience the world, the habits they form, and
the values they bring to their engagement with the Earth. The other is collective: a sense of
belonging and responsibility as part of a wider community that includes people, place, and
future generations.

For those involved in geotourism, this dual nature of geoethics is especially relevant.
Geotourism turns geological knowledge into lived experience through geosites, geotrails, and
geoparks, interpretation, storytelling, and place-based encounters. Decisions made in this
space inevitably affect landscapes, visitors, local communities, and cultural meaning.

This is where mindfulness, particularly ‘relational mindfulness’, can play a powerful supporting
role.

Mindfulness is often described simply as paying attention to the present moment. In truth,
many geoscientists and geotourism practitioners already possess this quality. Careful
observation of landforms, processes, and patterns demands a high level of awareness. But
ethical challenges require more than attention alone.

Relational mindfulness is an active practice. It involves intentionally orienting attention toward
relationships involving people, environments, and interconnected Earth systems. It recognises
that the planet functions as an integrated whole, shaped by constant interactions across the full
spectrum of natural and cultural heritage elements.

By consciously holding this interconnection in mind, relational mindfulness supports more
skilful ethical judgement. It encourages practitioners to pause and ask deeper questions: How
does this development affect the landscape over time? What are the cultural implications of
how a place is interpreted? Who benefits, and who may be marginalised?

These questions rarely have simple answers. They require reflection, humility, and balance.
Mindfulness does not provide solutions, but it sharpens discernment. It acts as a compass,
guiding behaviour toward decisions that honour both scientific integrity and shared
responsibility.

In an era of expanding geotourism, mindfulness offers a quiet but essential tool, helping
geoethics move from abstract principle to lived, place-based practice.
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