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About the AGC

The peak body for Australian geoscience
professional societies, representing some 10,000
geoscientists, of which Geotourism Australia is
Implementing the National Geotourism Strategy.
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What is the Purpose of Geoscience?

U To explore, develop and celebrate the links between
geological heritage and all other aspects of natural,
cultural and intangible heritages.

U By studying these issues geoscientists, along with other
scientists and geographers(- a |- |--p® 9 & 8 s s,icann al s O
anticipate earth's future and examine any changes that
may need to be made.

Angus M Robinson inspired-by the UNESCO Global Geoparks Program & the Geological
Survey of Ireland



Geodiversity and Geoheritage

U Geodiversity refers to the natural variety of geological (rocks,
minerals, fossils), geomorphological (landforms and processes),
soll features, as well as their assemblages, relationships and
systems. It includes past and present geological anc
geomorphological features and processes that record the history
of the Earth and the evolution of life forms as represented-in the
geological record, including fossils of organisms and their habitats.

U Geoheritage corresponds to those elements, features and
processes of geodiversity, either singly or in.combination, that-are
considered to have significant value-for scientific, educational,
cultural, spiritual, aesthetic, ecological-or ecosystem reasons and
therefore deserve conservation.



Comprises the following features of ' both
natural and cultural heritage:

Geotourism o

O Pli=IarC-e b i pibtic GQOn-Iiving aspects such as the

an d HO | | Ssky climale &geology, landscape and
landforms, speleology, water, and sails :

celebrating GEODIVERSITY.

NO T _ i lotic othe living parts e.g., flora
geolegical (plants) and fauna (animals):
ouriam celebrating BIODIVERSITY. ]
i ultural opast & present, both Aboriginal
and post European settlement (incl. /
mining), non-living and built. P



Geotourism Is undertaken In all areas,
Including places utilised by people (cultural
tourism) and where primary industry activities
(I.e., mining, agriculture, and forestry) are
prevalent, and in areas with Aboriginal land
tenure or are subject of culturalinterest. It s
therefore about the place, regardless of its
condition .




Cultural
Heritage
Benefits of
Geotourism

i

For Australia, an enhanced
understanding of cultural elements of
post European settlement.

Extensive mining cultural heritage.
Other primary industry and: historic
cultural elements e.qg. early

exploration and road developments.
Holistic Aboriginal Culture-elements
linked to landscape and astral '
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Grow and develop high-quality products
and experiences around unigue Australian
locations and themes, including
approaches which integrate sustainable
nature tourism with economic
opportunities for Traditional Owners , and

capitalising on emerging tourism tr&ds
such asgeotourism. ,
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@) UNITED NATIONS

Founded in 1945 - 193 member states

World Heritage

UNESCO

Man and the Biosphere

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

UNESCO:GlobalGeoparks

UNESCO
Global
Geoparks




UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS

UNESCO Global Geoparks arsingle,
unified geographical areas where sites
and landscapes of international
geological significance are managed

with a holistic concept of
protection, education, and
sustainable development.

IS A GEOPARK JUST ABOUT GEOLOGY? ‘ Zhanjiajié, China_
No! While a geopark must demonstrate geological heritage of international

significance, the purpose of a geopark is to explore, develop and celebrate

the links between that geological heritage and all other aspects of the areas

natural, cultural, and intangible heritages. It is about reconnecting human

society at all levels to the planet we all call home and to celebrate how our
planet and 1 tos 4,600 million year | ang
lives and our societies.



Australi aos UNESCDO

Program Sites
World Heritage 21
Man and the Biosphere O

UNESCO:GlobalGeoparks 0

There are currently 229 Global-UNESCO-Global Geoparks in'50
countries,-of which 49 are located in-Chinayand-one in NZ.



U Post the Kanawinka Geopark failure, to

date the concept of global geoparks has
clearly not been supported by

Australian Australian government planning and
GO/ V. €. E:n-me nt s tourism agencies.

Coneern About i  The concept did not fit at all well into
Geoparks the prevailing public land management

arrangements administered by
principally State/Territory Governments
with full control-of the use of crown

and for primary industry purposes anc!
_GAs for control and zoning of private

ands.
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U Noting that Resource Management Ministers
are advised by Geological Surveyagencies,
Council decided that after consultation with

Australian Resource Management Ministers,whilst
Government Australian governments support geological
Ministers for the heritage, they had significant concerns with
Environment and the application of the UNESCO Geoparks
Heritage Council concept in Australia, especially without
(EPHC) government endorsement.

November 2009

U It was decided by the EHPC that existing ’
mechanisms are considered sufficient to/
protect geoheritage in Australia.
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A Change In
Focus Was
Required

u In 2018, following repeated unsuccessful
attempts to gain approval for geoparks, the
AGC convened a small group ofgeotourism
advocates to rethink the problem.

u The focus shifted from lobbying for geoparks
to designing a credible, government -aligned
assessment process for major geotourism
nitiatives, one t hat respeft
federal system and the roles of
state/territory geoscience agencies. /
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Why a
National
Geotourism
Strategy?

1 Unique opportunity for engaging the broader

community with geoscience.

i Australia already had a government

supported Ecotourism Strategy (1994).

1 Major opportunity for rural and regional

development, focusing on both natural and
cultural heritage, both mining and
Aboriginal.

i To gain support of geotourism projects by

governments through the Australian
gover nment sﬁWdEkm@Gqupln
(GWG)0da process to replace the EPHC /
determination.

> 4



National
Geotourism

Strategy (NGS)
Seven Goals

April 2021

1. New digital technologies .

3. To establish a framework for creating high quality
geotralls.

4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage sites
suitable for geotourism.

5. To develop geotourism in regional mining and
Aboriginal communities.

6.To strengthen Australia's international geoscience
standing.

/. To develop and enhance geoscience interpretatiori
and communication skills.
GOAL 2 To define an approval pathway for/
major geotourism development. >
o



To advance Goal Two of the NGS.
establishing an agreed pathway

Goal 2 Focus:

Genesis of a for geopark assessment, the AGC
GEoRegion- the formed a dedicated working
firstsstep group which began structured
nevaluating-its engagement with the GWG
potentia representing the heads of State
developmentior and Territory Geological Surveys |
geatourism and Geoscience Australia.
/
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