
Geoheritage, Geotourism and the Geological Profession 
 
At the recent AESC 2010, a workshop was organised in collaboration with 
the Geological Heritage Standing Committee of the GSA (represented by 

its convenor, Dr Susan White), The AusIMM, and the Department of the 
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, to explore the interface 
between the issues relating to geoheritage and the emerging area of 

geotourism. The following outlines the workshop conclusions. 
 
1. Given the broad range of concepts encompassed by and related to 

geoheritage, there is a need for the geological profession (or more 
generally the geoscience professions) to engage further with relevant 
government agencies to improve mutual awareness and understanding, 

as well as to better coordinate interaction with relevant government 
agencies. 

 
2. There is continuing concern about the lack of understanding both 

within the geoscience professions and the general community of the 

differences between the concepts of geoheritage and geotourism.  
 
3. Interest in mining heritage can be expanded to embrace areas of 

geoheritage pertaining to economic geology (i.e. relating to the 
minerals industry). Moreover, there is an opportunity to encourage 
individual mining companies and industry associations to assist with 

funding aimed at helping in the conservation of geoheritage and to 
foster higher levels of community awareness through the support of 
geotourism activities, where practicable. 

 
4. Having regard to demise of the Register of the National Estate and 

other considerations, there is an opportunity for the geoscience 

professions to better coordinate nominations to the National Heritage 
and Commonwealth Heritage Lists, under the Australian Government 
heritage system. There are also similar and, in some cases, more 

effective opportunities with the various state systems. 
 

5. Through the auspices of their heritage committees, the geoscience 

professional societies provide a valuable mechanism for fostering 
interaction with geoscience representatives of government agencies. 

 

6. Whilst the workshop was able to explain the roles of the different areas 
embraced by the geoscience professions (e.g. the GSA , State 
Geological Surveys, the mining industry, universities, etc.) in regard to 

their relationships to government agencies concerned with geoheritage 
custodianship/protection, the interaction with government and related 
agencies fostering geotourism was not fully explored. 

 
7. There is a need to make better known to established and prospective 

geotourism operators and others the availability of various 

state/territory resources which identify and promote geoheritage sites. 
This should include information on site suitability for geotourism. 

 

8. There is an opportunity to foster and promote geotourism initiatives 
within Australia’s National Landscapes with geological and 
geomorphological significance, as a model to advancing geotourism 

and geoheritage considerations in other regions, having particular 
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regard to the recently stated views of the Environment Protection and 
Heritage Council (EPHC) relating to the furtherment of Geopark 

proposals in Australia. 
 

9. Geoscientists need to devote more time and resources to enhancing 

the quality of their communications about geoheritage and related 
issues to a wide cross section of the public. 

 

It was also agreed that the outcomes of the workshop should be 
communicated to the GSA and AusIMM governing bodies and their 
respective heritage committees. 
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