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The peak body for Australian geoscience 
professional societies, representing some 8,000 
geoscientists, of which Geotourism Australia is 
implementing the National Geotourism Strategy. 

About the AGC



Todayõs 
Agenda

ü Understanding geoheritage and 

geotourism.

ü Potential UNESCO Global Geoparks.

ü The National Geotourism Strategy.

ü GeoRegions: the socio -economic 

benefits of geotourism celebrating 

natural and cultural heritage.

ü The THRIVE 2030 Visitor Economy 

Strategy and creating economic 

opportunities for Traditional Owners.

ü Take-Aways.



What is the Purpose of Geoscience?

ü To explore, develop and celebrate the links between 

geoheritage and all other aspects of natural, cultural and 

intangible heritages. 

ü By studying these issues, geoscientists, along with other 

scientists and geographers (all ôgeo-professionalsõ),  can 

anticipate earth's future and examine any changes that 

may need to be made.

Angus M Robinson inspired by the UNESCO Global Geoparks Program & the Geological 

Survey of Ireland



Geodiversity and Geoheritage

ü Geodiversity refers to the natural variety of geological (rocks, 

minerals, fossils), geomorphological (landforms and processes), 

soil features, as well as their assemblages, relationships and 

systems. It includes past and present geological and 

geomorphological features and processes that record the history 

of the Earth and the evolution of life forms as represented in the 

geological record , including fossils of organisms and their habitats.

ü Geoheritage corresponds to those elements, features and 

processes of geodiversity, either singly or in combination, that are 

considered to have significant value for scientific, educational, 

cultural, spiritual, aesthetic, ecological or ecosystem reasons  and 

therefore deserve conservation.



What is a Key 

Geoheritage 

Area (KGA) as 

recognised by  

IUCN in 2025

 

üA KGA is defined as an area with clear 

boundaries containing geological features 

i.e., rocks, minerals, fossils, soils, 

sediments, landforms, or landscapes that 

represent past or ongoing Earth processes of 

global importance. 

üKGAs enhance understanding of Earthõs 

history and life -support systems and 

promote public awareness, education, and 

conservation of geoheritage.

üTogether, KGAs and KBAs form a 

comprehensive global framework prioritising  

the most important areas for nature 

conservation and sustainable management.



Geotourism ð 
ôPlace based 
and Holisticõ

NOT 
geological 
tourism

Comprises the following features of both 

natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic  ð non-living aspects such as the sky, 

climate & geology, landscape and landforms, 

speleology, water, and soils : celebrating 

GEODIVERSITY.

ü Biotic  ð the living parts e.g., flora (plants) 

and  fauna (animals): celebrating 

BIODIVERSITY.

ü Cultura l ð past & present, both Aboriginal 

and post European settlement (incl. mining ), 

non-living and built.



By focusing on not just the geology and 

geomorphology (i.e., physical geography) 

it includes the ecology and culture arising 

from these geological characteristics, it 

is believed in Australia that geotourism 

adds considerable content value to 

traditional nature -based tourism as well 

as to cultural tourism, inclusive of both   

Aboriginal (and mining) interests.



Geotourism -   
ôPositive 
Impactõ
Focused?

More than just  
Sustainable

ü Where sustainable tourism aims to minimise 

negative impacts, ôpositive impactõ geotourism 

aims to actively creating measurable benefits 

for the environment, local communities, and 

economies, going beyond minimising harm to 

actively doing good, creating new ôvalue addõ 

for geotourism practice .

ü Three proposed core principles.

× Actively contributing to environmental 

restoration/rehabilitation/wildlife 

conservation. 

× Empowering communities through education 

or economic development.

× Developing partnerships with local 

communities to achieve positive change.



Geotourism is undertaken in all areas, 

including places utilised  by people (cultural 

tourism) and where primary industry activities 

(i.e., mining, agriculture, and forestry) are 

prevalent, and in areas with Aboriginal land 

tenure or are subject of cultural interest. It is 

therefore about the place, regardless of its 

condition .



Cultural 
Heritage
Benefits of 
Geotourism

ü For Australia, an enhanced 

understanding of cultural elements of 

post European settlement.

× Extensive mining cultural heritage.

× Other primary industry and historic 

cultural elements e.g. early 

exploration & road developments .

ü Holistic Aboriginal culture elements 

linked to Country and astral 

interpretation (ôsky countryõ).



Traditional Astrotourism ôSky Countryõ Astrotourism

Generally the same story across  

places at the same latitude

Story differs from ôplace to placeõ



Australiaõs Big Outdoor Museum:  The Magnificent Flinders Ranges
Source: Sir Douglas Mawson, Eminent Explorer and Geologist

Photo Credit: South Australian Tourism Commission/Adam Bruzzone



Founded in 1945  -  193 member states

UNESCO

Man and the Biosphere

World Heritage

UNESCO Global Geoparks



UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS

IS A GEOPARK JUST ABOUT GEOLOGY?

No! While a geopark must demonstrate geoheritage of international 

significance, the purpose of a geopark is to explore, develop and celebrate 

the links between that geological heritage and all other aspects of the areas 

natural, cultural, and intangible heritages . It is about reconnecting human 

society at all levels to the planet we all call home  and to celebrate how our 

planet and itõs 4,600 million year long history has shaped every aspect of our 

lives and our societies . 

Zhanjiajie, China

UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, 

unified geographical areas where sites 

and landscapes of international 

geological significance are managed 

with a holistic concept of 

protection, education, and 

sustainable development. 



Australiaõs UNESCO Sites

Program Sites

     World Heritage 21

     Man and the Biosphere 5

UNESCO Global Geoparks 0

There are currently 229 Global UNESCO Global Geoparks in 50 
countries, of which 49 are located in China, and one in NZ.



Australian 
Governmentsõ
Views About 
Geoparks

 

ü To date, the concept of global geoparks 

has not been universally supported by 

Australian government planning and 

tourism agencies.

ü Unlike WHAs, the concept has not been 

incorporated by legislation into the 

prevailing public land management 

arrangements administered by 

principally State/Territory 

Governments, with full control of the 

use of crown land for primary industry 

purposes and LGAs for control and 

zoning of private lands.


