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GEOREGIONS AND GEOPARKS FOR GEOTOURISM PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

The ‘highest order’ of sustainable geotourism can be accommodated through the establishment of 
geoparks, in the same way that World Heritage Areas and national parks might be seen as the highest 
order of protection and enjoyment for biodiversity, culture, and geodiversity. Therefore, whilst the 
establishment of geoparks highlight one form of geotourism, they most definitely provide opportunities 
to celebrate and explore the Earth’s natural features whilst also incorporating culture, protections 
where appropriate, and sustainability in a way that is true to the core values of all nature- based tourism 
in Australia. 
 
GEOREGIONS 
 
UNESCO appreciates that each Nation State can develop its own procedures for assessing geopark 
proposals. In the case of Australia, the concept of establishing a GeoRegion as a strategy is only a first 
step for geopark proponents (e.g., regional development authorities, local government agencies, 
community groups, natural or cultural heritage interest groups, and, as appropriate, primary industry 
interest groups) to use, and is of local Australian domestic relevance only, and would fall away if a 
GeoRegion project supported by the relevant State/Territory Government evolves into a geopark 
nomination. Australian government geoscience agencies now accept the concept of GeoRegions as an 
essential exploratory step for proposed geopark development with approved guidelines for their 
establishment and further development, the latter through Stage 2 https://bit.ly/47Nappn  
 
In Australia, GeoRegions can be single, unified geographical areas of appropriate size where sites and 
landscapes of geological significance are linked together around a central natural or cultural value. 
Their intended ‘bottom-up’ approach of combining conservation with sustainable development aims to 
involve local communities. A GeoRegion can highlight outstanding geoheritage features within which 
geotrail and geopark projects can be developed for approval by governments. 
 
Following a full audit of its natural and cultural heritage attributes, the Glen Innes Highlands GeoRegion 
currently embraces all the lands administered by the Glen Innes Severn Council. It is within the ambit of 
Council to change its informal boundaries within the Shire of Glen Innes Severn, or if it wishes for 
whatever reason to expand the boundaries outside of the Shire, this would need to be undertaken with 
the support of adjoining Council(s) by way of a suitable governance arrangement, and with the support 
of the Geological Survey of NSW. 
 
UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS 
 
On the world stage ‘UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, unified geographical areas where sites and 
landscapes of international geological significance are managed with a holistic concept of protection, 
education, and sustainable development. Their bottom-up approach of combining conservation with 
sustainable development while involving local communities is becoming increasingly popular.’ A most 
helpful infographic about the UNESCO Global Geopark program can be sighted at  https://bit.ly/3RzjxZ2 
 
Geoparks have been established to create enhanced opportunities for the people who live within their 
boundaries and foster economic benefits for them, usually through the development of sustainable 
tourism. Geoparks stimulate economic activity and sustainable development through geotourism 
(holistic, nature-based, and cultural tourism that focuses on an area's geology and landscape as the 
platform for providing visitor engagement, learning and enjoyment). By attracting an increasing number 
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of visitors, a geopark fosters local socio-economic development through the promotion of a quality label 
linked with the local natural and cultural heritage. It encourages the creation of local, innovative 
enterprises and cottage industries involved in geotourism and geologically inspired products. 
 
Geoparks also focus on community engagement and ownership. In Australia, national parks focus only 
on biodiversity and often with insufficient attention given to geological heritage. Geoparks are both a 
regional development concept as well as a branding tool. They achieve these goals through conservation, 
education and geotourism. Unlike World Heritage Areas and national parks, geoparks can comprise both 
protected and non-protected areas and enable and celebrate sustainable development.  
 
Geoparks seek to conserve significant geological features and explore and demonstrate methods for 
excellence in conservation and geoscientific knowledge. This is accomplished through protected and 
interpreted geosites, museums, information centres, trails, mine sites, guided tours, school class 
excursions, popular literature, maps, educational materials and displays, and seminars.  
 
GEOPARK ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
A proposed Geopark Assessment Process (currently under consideration by Australian Government 
geoscience agencies) assumes that a GeoRegion designation (Stage 1) has been approved in principle by 
appropriate land managers and LGAs based on the endorsement received from the relevant 
State/Territory Geological Surveys and has, or is developing an approved governance structure (e.g. if it 
encompasses an LGA, then LGA governance arrangements can apply; if a multi-stakeholder or a 
community group is involved, then a relevant governance structure and trading identity may need to be 
established). 
 
Prior to commencing Stage Three, it is expected that Stage 1 and further Stage 2 activities (i.e. 
development of geotrails) have been carried out as stipulated in the approved above-mentioned 
‘Guidelines for the Development of GeoRegions’. 
 
If a Geopark proposal is being considered by Council, it can only apply for an area within the approved 
pre-existing GeoRegion, and the assessment process which is currently  under consideration by 
government agencies provides for engagement with designated representatives of a National Geoparks 
Reference Committee (to be appointed) to firstly confirm the significance and demographics associated 
with identified sites and landscapes in the GeoRegion. Endorsement of a proposed geopark (either 
UNESCO Global Geopark or a National/State Geopark) then leads onto a series of procedural steps which 
entails approval by the State Government, and in the case of a UNESCO Global Geopark, approval by the 
Australian Government of a nomination being submitted to the office of Australian National Commission 
to UNESCO for assessment and approval, a process which may take a year or two to finalise.  
 
Therefore, unless the current GeoRegion has been expanded to include areas outside of Glen Innes 
Severn Shire, a geopark nomination can only be considered for an area within the GeoRegion, keeping in 
mind that it is proposed in the assessment process that the NSW State Government through 
Premier/Cabinet would determine both the formal boundaries of the nomination and its name. 
 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO THE GEOPARK ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
It is anticipated that we will have a decision emanating from the Geoscience Government agencies 
regarding approval of the pathway for geopark nomination and approval, noting that a decision will still 
need to be made about which State Government will be designated to assess any geopark nomination 
proposal and to formulate the recommendation to Premier/Cabinet. 
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