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What is the Purpose of Geoscience?

ü To explore, develop and celebrate the links between 

geological heritage and all other aspects of natural, 

cultural and intangible heritages. 

ü By studying these issues, geoscientists, along with other 

scientists and geographers (all ôgeo-professionalsõ),  can 

anticipate earth's future and examine any changes that 

may need to be made.

Angus M Robinson inspired by the UNESCO Global Geoparks Program & the Geological 

Survey of Ireland



The peak body for Australian geoscience 
professional societies, representing some 8,000 
geoscientists, of which Geotourism Australia is 
implementing the National Geotourism Strategy. 

About the AGC



The Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) is 

the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia. 

Through Geotourism Australia, AGC seeks to 

raise the profile of Geoscience in the broader 

Australian community by (amongst other 

strategies) by

ü supporting Geoscience education in primary 

and secondary schools; and 

ü educating the community through 

geotourism and outreach.



Todayõs 
Agenda

 

üUnderstanding geotourism 

and relating to Show Caves

üGlobal Geoparks and Show 

Caves

üGeoRegions: Socio-economic 

benefits of geotourism

üNational Geotourism Strategy

üTake-Aways



Geotourism ð 
ôPlace based 
and Holisticõ

NOT 
geological 
tourism

ü comprises the following features of 
both natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic  ð non-living aspects such as 
the sky, climate & geology, landscape 
and landforms, speleology, water, and 
soils: celebrating GEODIVERSITY.

ü Biotic  ð the living parts e.g., flora 
(plants) and  fauna (animals): 
celebrating BIODIVERSITY.

ü Cultura l ð past & present, both 
Aboriginal and post European 
settlement (incl. mining ), non-living 
and built.



By focusing on not just the geology and 

geomorphology (i.e., physical geography) 

it includes the ecology and culture arising 

from these geological characteristics, it 

is believed in Australia that geotourism 

adds considerable content value to 

traditional nature -based tourism as well 

as to cultural tourism, inclusive of both   

Aboriginal (and mining) interests.



 Ecotourism 
&  

Geotourism 
Concepts

ü Ecotourism is practised 
predominantly in protected areas 
such as national parks whereas 

geotourism, not ecotourism, is 
undertaken also in all areas where 
primary industry activities are 
being carried out, whereas

üGeotourism is increasingly seen 
globally as an instrument of 
regional economic development .



Geotourism -   
ôPositive 
Impactõ
Focused?

More than just  
Sustainable

Where sustainable tourism aims to minimise 
negative impacts, ôpositive impactõ tourism 
aims to actively creating measurable benefits 
for the environment, local communities, and 
economies, going beyond minimising harm to 
actively doing good, and can create new 
ôvalue addõ for geotourism practice .

Three proposed core principles, viz.

ü Actively contributing to environmental 
restoration/rehabilitation/wildlife 
conservation. 

ü Empowering communities through 
education or economic development.

ü Developing partnerships with local 
communities to achieve positive change.



Geotourism is undertaken in all areas, 

including places utilised  by people (cultural 

tourism) and where primary industry activities 

(i.e., mining, agriculture, and forestry) are 

prevalent, and in areas with Aboriginal land 

tenure or are subject of cultural interest. It is 

therefore about the place, regardless of its 

condition .
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Geotourism ï diversity of places



Australiaõs Big Outdoor Museum:  The Magnificent Flinders Ranges
Source: Sir Douglas Mawson, Eminent Explorer and Geologist

Photo Credit: South Australian Tourism Commission/Adam Bruzzone

Flinders Ranges
The Dawn of Animal Life 

A Very Special Place!



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Landscape and Geology (ôAõ)



Nilpena Ediacara Assemblage Site


