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About the AGC

The peak body for Australian geoscience
professional societies, representing some 8,000
geoscientists, of which Geotourism Australia is
Implementing the National Geotourism Strategy.
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Personal
Baekgroundo
Hunter\Valley
Coaliields

In 1983, with the NSW Government,
responsible for developingthe o Pl . an n
Focu®  process - for fut
development.

In 1987, co-authored a position paper on
coal resource planning in the Hunter
Region

In 2015, co-authored with Geoff Sharrock
a proposal : Proposed Hunter Valley
National Mining Park oA Vision Beyond '
Mine Site Rehabilitation . /

In 2021, appointed to my current role =
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COAL RESOURCE PLANNING IN THE HUNTER REGION #
CONCLUSIOMN1987

Regional and local environmental plans now establish a
framework for future growth into the 1990s and beyond

Proposals for new mines, residential areas or industrial estates
can be considered in the context of these guidelines, and within
the legislative and administrative structure which is now more
generally understood and provide a balance between industry
needs and community expectations.

# Angus M Robinson and Ken C Short of the Department of Environment and Planning,Coal
Power '87, The AusIMMAnnual Conference, Newcastle, NSW, May 1987



Understanding geotourism
National Geotourism Strategy (NGS)

GeoRegions Socio-economic benefits
of geotourism

Goal of the NGSfocusing on cultural
landscapes, including those with
mining heritage

Overseas exemplars

Post Mine Land Use (PMLU) worlof
EnviroMETS QldeMQ
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u comprises the following features of
both natural and cultural heritage:

i biotic onon-living aspects such as
the sky, climate & geology, landscape
and landforms: celebrating

Geotourism GEODIVERSITY.
00xP l=a ¢ e u iotic dthe living parts e.g., flora

(plants) and' fauna (animals):
pased-arnd celebrating BIODIVERSITY.
HoO M elbdS t | € dtural 8past & present, both

Aboriginal and post European
settlement: (incl. mining:-), non-living
and built.
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U For Australia, an enhanced

Cultural understanding of cultural elements
. of post European settlement

Herltage (Including wine tourism) .

Benefits of (i Extensive mining cultural heritage.

U Other primary industry and historic
cultural elements e.g. early
exploration and road developments.

U Holistic Aboriginal Culture-elements
linked to landscape and astral
Interpretation ( 0 s'k'y: oo u nt r
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Geotourism
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U Ecotourism is practised
predominantly in protected areas
such as national parks whereas

geotourism, not ecotourism, is

Ecotoursm undertaken also in all areas where
o primary industry activities are
. being carried out, whereas
Geotournsm
Concepts U Geotourism is increasingly seen '

globally as an instrument of
regional economic development . /
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\WWhere sustainable tourism aims to minimise
negati ve porglatcitvwe  16mp a c
aims to actively creating measurable benefits
for the environment and-local communities,
: and economies, going beyond minimising harm
Geotourism - to actively doing-good, and: can create new

02 P-0'S:1 | \9vral U e  geotoudsmipraatice.

~ Three proposed core principles.
[ynpia et o . e

5 o Actively contributing to - environmental
FOEUSEds restoration/rehabilitation:.

i Empowering communities through '
education or economic development.

i Developing partnerships with local /
communities to achieve positi\./e_chaﬁge.



By focusing on not just the geology and
geomorphology (i.e., physical geography)
It Includes the ecology and culture - arising
from these geological characteristics, it

IS believed in Australia that geotourism
adds considerable content value to
traditional nature --based tourism as well
as to cultural tourism; Inclusive of both
Aboriginal and mining interests.




Geotourism Is undertaken In all areas,
Including places utilised by people (cultural
tourism) and where primary industry activities
(I.e., mining, agriculture, and forestry) are
prevalent, and in areas with Aboriginal land
tenure or are subject of culturalinterest. It s
therefore about the place, regardless of its
condition .




National
Geotourism
Strategy (NGS)
Goals
April 2021

1. New digital technologies .

2. To define an approval pathway for
geotourism development.

3. To establish a framework for creating
high quality geotralls.

4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage
sites suitable for geotourism.

5. To develop geotourism In regional

mining and Aboriginal communities .

6. To strengthen Australia's international
geoscience standing.

/. To develop and enhance geoscience

interpretation and communication skills. ¢
—
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Goal 2 Focus:

Defininga
GeoRegion- the
firstsstep
nrevaluatingits
poetential

development
oIy geotounsm

U An area defined by a proponent
(which mightiinclude-a LGA or a
RDA having completed an
approved tourism Destination
Management Plan).

U And the proponent now wishes to
seek agreement from the
State/Territory Geological Survey
to designate a defined area of
particular natural and cultural
heritage which highlights
outstanding geoheritage features
l.e., a GeoRegion.
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Soc¢letal
Beneiits of
Developing a
GEeoRegIoNior
Geotourism

U By celebrating the geological
heritage of an identified

GeoRegion,and in connection with

al -l ot her aspect s
natural and cultural heritage (and

most significantly, Aboriginal

heritage), geotourism enhances
awareness and understanding of

key Issues facing society AND

U Geotourism gives local people a

sense of pride strengthening their

identification with-a GeoRegion.
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o Hence the need to define an approval
pathway for major geotourism projects,
Implemented by the AGC in consultation with
NGS Australian government agencies that have
approved this strategy.

Strategic
Goal 2 u Three approved Pilot GeoRegion Projects now
Outcome supported by the NGS.
x Murchison, Mid West, WA.
X Glen Innes Highlands, NSW. ’
X Kuring-gai, Sydney, NSW. /



Strategic
Goal'3

BESt practice
geaotrails

i Should be constructed around routes

currentlv used by tourists; regional
geotrails should form logical journeys
linking accommodation destinations.

i Should meld the geological heritage

features of a region with a cohesive
STORY.

i Should incorporate and package in the

biodiversity and cultural components '
(including mining heritage) of the area
through which the geotrail traverses. /
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