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The peak body for Australian geoscience 
professional societies, representing some 8,000 
geoscientists, of which Geotourism Australia is 
implementing the National Geotourism Strategy. 

About the AGC



Todayõs 
Agenda

 

ü Understanding geotourism

ü National Geotourism Strategy (NGS)

ü GeoRegions: Socio-economic benefits 

of geotourism

ü Goal of the NGS focusing on cultural 

landscapes, including those with 

mining heritage

ü Overseas exemplars

ü PMLU work of EnviroMETS Qld (eMQ)

ü Opportunity  to establish a Kalgoorlie-

Boulder Goldfields GeoRegion



Geotourism 
ð ôPlace 
based and 
Holisticõ

ü comprises the following features of both 
natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic  ð non-living aspects such as the sky, 
climate & geology, landscape and landforms : 
celebrating GEODIVERSITY.

ü Biotic  ð the living parts e.g., flora (plants) 
and  fauna (animals): celebrating 
BIODIVERSITY.

ü Cultura l ð past & present, both Aboriginal 
and post European settlement (incl. 
mining), non-living and built: celebrating 
HUMAN DIVERSITY.



By focusing on not just the geology and 

geomorphology (i.e., physical geography) 

it includes the ecology and culture arising 

from these geological characteristics, it 

is believed in Australia that geotourism 

adds considerable content value to 

traditional nature -based tourism as well 

as to cultural tourism, inclusive of both   

Aboriginal and mining interests.



Geotourism is undertaken in all areas, 

including places utilised  by people 

(cultural tourism) and where primary 

industry activities (i.e., mining, 

agriculture, and forestry) are prevalent, 

and in areas with Aboriginal land tenure 

or are subject of cultural interest. It is 

therefore about the place, regardless of 

its condition .



 

1. New digital technologies .

2. To define an approval pathway for 

geotourism development.

3. To establish a framework for creating high 

quality geotrails .

4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage 

sites suitable for geotourism.

5. To develop geotourism in regional 

mining and Aboriginal communities .
6. To strengthen Australia's international 

geoscience standing.

7. To develop and enhance geoscience 

interpretation and communication skills. 

National 

Geotourism 

Strategy

 Goals



Goal 2 Focus:

Defining a 
GeoRegion - the 
first step
in evaluating its 
potential 
development 
for geotourism
 

ü An area defined by a proponent 

(which might include a LGA or a 

RDA having completed an 

approved tourism Destination 

Management Plan).

ü And the proponent now wishes to 

seek agreement from the 

State/Territory Geological Survey 

to designate a defined area of 

particular natural and cultural 

heritage which highlights 

outstanding geoheritage features  

i.e., a GeoRegion.



Societal 
Benefits of
Developing a 
GeoRegion for 
Geotourism

üBy celebrating the geological heritage 

of an identified GeoRegion,  and in 

connection with all other aspects of 

the areaõs natural and cultural 

heritage (and most significantly, 

Aboriginal heritage), geotourism 

enhances awareness and 

understanding of key issues facing 

society AND

üGeotourism gives local people a sense 

of pride strengthening their 

identification with a GeoRegion.



National 

Geotourism 

Strategy 

(NGS)

Goal 2

üHence the need to define an approval 

pathway for major geotourism 

projects, implemented by the AGC in 

consultation with Australian 

government agencies that have 

approved this strategy.

üThree approved Pilot GeoRegion 

Projects now supported by the NGS.

× Murchison, Mid West, WA.

× Glen Innes Highlands, NSW.

× Ku-ring-gai, Sydney, NSW.



Murchison GeoRegion
      281,205 sq kms 



Cultural 
Landscapes

Goal 5
of the National

Geotourism 
Strategy

ü Goal 5 identifies opportunities for 
geotourism
in rural and regional Australian post 
(or active) mining communities, where 
surfaces are exposed by mining, and 
their recreational, educational, and 
cultural values can be realised.

ü Goal 5 aims to draw attention to these 
places, and to the range of activities 
that could be conducted in these 
places.



CONSERVING MINING CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

ü Conserving mining cultural landscapes is crucial for 

understanding the historical development of regions shaped by 

mining activities.  Recognition and protection of these 

landscapes can occur through various means, including 

heritage designations.

For example, the proposed World Heritage listings of the 

Victorian Goldfields and the South Australiaõs Burra Moonta 

Cornish mining areas), mining -centric UNESCO Global 

Geoparks, mining parks (some 70 in China), as well as 

interpretation centres and geotrails.



UNDERSTANDING CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

ü  UNESCO defines cultural landscapes as ôcultural properties that represent the 

combined work of nature and of man .õ

ü  Mining cultural landscapes refer to areas where the historical and cultural aspects of 

mining activities  have left a lasting imprint on the environment and the resident 

communities, through:

× Abandoned Mines. 

× Mining Towns. 

× Industrial Infrastructure, and Transportation Networks. 

× Cultural Practices: Mining often shapes and impacts on the culture/practices of 

communities, including the First Nations People & their custodianship of Country. 

× Environmental Impact.

× Heritage Sites.



THRIVE 2030 
Visitor Economy 
Strategy and the 

National Geotourism
Strategy Interface

ôGrow and develop high-quality 

products and experiences around 

unique Australian locations and 

themes, including approaches which 

integrate sustainable nature 

tourism with economic 

opportunities for Traditional 

Owners, and capitalising on 

emerging tourism trends such as 

geotourism.õ



Melding 
Geotourism, 
and Mining 
Heritage

Kalgoorlie-
Boulder 
Goldfields
GeoRegion?

üLink through geotrails, mining heritage into 

established mining tourism infrastructure 

and new geotourism product offerings and 

soft adventure supplemented by wildlife 

corridors and reserves where appropriate.

üOpportunity to develop a GeoRegion, 

leading to a potential  Mining Park which 

could include a diversity of infrastructure 

relating to light manufacturing, service 

centres, and engagement with Aboriginal 

Communities.



Melding 
Geotourism 
& Mining 
Heritage ð 
Overseas
Exemplars

üChina has some 70 national mining 
parks, notably the  Changyu Dongtian 
National Mineral Mountain Park.

üA major tourism attraction in Taiwan ð
Jinguashi Gold Ecological Park.

üBaia Mare Geological Mining Park, 
Romania.

üGeological & Mining Park, Sardinia, 
Italy.

üLusatia rehabilitated coal mining 
region, Brandenburg State, Germany.

üBlack Country UNESCO Global 
Geopark in the UK.


