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The Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) is the 

Peak Council of geologists in Australia. 

Through Geotourism Australia, AGC seeks to 

raise the profile of Earth Science in the broader 

Australian community by 

ü supporting geoscience education in primary 

and secondary schools; and 

ü educating the community through geotourism 

and outreach.

with the goal of increasing earth science uptake in 

Australian universities.



Todayõs 
Agenda

ü What is Geotourism and 

its delivery mechanisms?

ü What is natural heritage 

and geoheritage?

ü The National Geotourism 

Strategy goals of 

relevance to Geocaching

ü Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion

ü What are 

Geotrails/GeoTours?

ü Take-Aways



Nature Based Tourism is a Young Industry

ü Prior to the late 1960s, there was no tourism 
industry per se in Australia; just the travel and 
hospitality industries.

ü Travel to outback attractions such as the then 
Ayres Rock and the Flinders Ranges were resticted
to the enthusiasts both local & overseas.

ü Domestic travel around regional Australia other 
than coastal areas was the province of commercial 
travellers. 

ü Ecotourism, as a concept, emerged in Australia in 
the early 1990s. 

ü Geotourism is therefore a relatively new concept, 
although 'cave tourism' has been around for many 
years.
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Jenolan Caves, Blue Mountains, Sydney

World Famous Geotourism Attraction, 

1920s

Present day Top Geotourism Attractions



Scenery and Geology - a 1930s Musing from the 

Lakes District, UK

ü Scenery depends on land 

structure  - in other 

words, its geology. 

ü Everyone interested in 

the countryside, how it 

has taken shape, why it 

presents us with the 

varied beauties of 

mountain and woodland, 

river valleys and fertile 

meadows, is, if often 

unconsciously, 

appreciating its geology.



Genesis of Geotourism

ü The concept emerged in the 1980s labelled as ôTourism 

Earth Sciencesõ in China and as ôGeotourismõ in the UK 

and in the USA, by the National Geographic Society.

ü In Australia, interest in geotourism emerged in the 

1990s inspired by the formal establishment of geoparks 

in Europe in 1995.

ü This translated into the development of the Kanawinka 

Global Geopark (Victoria and South Australia),  2004 -

2008, subsequently withdrawn in 2012.

ü First major international geotourism conference in 

Australia in Western Australia in 2008.



KANAWINKA GLOBAL GEOPARK

EDUCATION, CONSERVATION & GEOTOURISM



Geotourism

ü However, it has been universally recognised that 

geotourism celebrates GEO ð the Earth, not just 

the science of geology.

üôGeotourism sustains or enhances the distinctive

 geographical character of a place ñ its geology, 

environment, heritage, aesthetics, culture, and 

the well -being of its residentsõ.

ü Geotourism Australia defines geotourism 

asôsustainable tourism which focuses on an 

area's geology and landscape as the basis for 

providing visitor engagement, learning and 

enjoyment.õ



Understanding Natural Heritage  

ü Natural heritage is the legacy of natural 

objects and intangible attributes 

encompassing the countryside and natural 

environment , based on the geology, 

landforms, and soil landscapes,  i.e. 

GEODIVERSITY as well as including flora and 

fauna, scientifically known as BIODIVERSITY.

ü GEODIVERSITY is underpinned by our 

understanding of GEOLOGICAL HERITAGE



The scale of Geological Heritage features in NSW varies from whole islands éé

Lord Howe Island Geological Map (GSNSW)

(photographs by David Barnes)

Courtesy of Dr Ian Percival



m Initiatives

ü State of New South Wales: GeoTreat supported ôGeoJourneyõ in the 

Australian Coastal Wilderness National Landscape.

ü State of Victoria: Volcano Discovery Trail (Kanawinka related).

ü State of Western Australia: Various geotrail project proposals  (e.g. 

Murchison, Coolgardie) and potential ôgeopark conceptõ opportunities

ü State of South Australia: is not actively progressing any geopark potential 

projects, but is very keen to support the development of geotrails  and 

geotourism through exceptional geological heritage, especially through 

Kangaroo Island and the Flinders Ranges National Landscapes.

ü State of Tasmania: West Coast ôLiving Earthõ ð CradleCoast GeoTrail.

ü Northern Territory: Potential Geotrails (Red Centre, Savannah Way).

 

Heritage Listed ðWarrumbungle National Park



ôCULTURAL LANDSCAPESõ 
AND THE THREE SISTERS

üAs a local example of this approach, 
within the Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area, the world famous 
ôThree Sistersõ landscape is touted by 
tour operators as exemplifying 
Aboriginal connections with Country 
through the telling of one of three 
different cultural stories about how 
this landscape was created during the 
Dreamtime. 

üThe operators also offer a ôscientificõ 
story (i.e., geoheritage) as an 
ôalternativeõ explanation.
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Chevron folding in Narooma Chert, south end of Surf Beach, Narooma
(photograph by David Barnes)


