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The Australian Geoscience Councilinc (AGC) is the
Peak Council of geologists in Australia.

Through Geotourism Australia, AGC seeks to
raise the profile-of - Earth Science in the broader
Australian community by

i supporting geoscience education in primary
and secondary schools; and

i@ educating the community through geotourism
and outreach.

with the goal of ' increasing earth science uptake in
Australian universities.



U What is Geotourism and
Its delivery mechanisms?

U What is natural heritage
and geoheritage?

" The National Geotourism
T:0-d'ay OS strategy goals of

Agenda relevance to Geocaching
1 Kuring-gai GeoRegion
What are
Geotralls/GeoTours? I
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Nature Based Tourism IS a Young Industry

Prior to the-late -1960s, there was no-tourism
Industry per:se in Australia; justthe - travel and
nospitality iIndustries.

Travel to outback attractions such:as-the-then
Ayres Rock-and the Flinders Ranges wereresticted
10 the-enthusiasts both local' & overseas.

Domestic travel around regional Ausiralia- other
than coastal'areas was theprovince oficommercial
travellers:

[ECOtOURSM, 8S a CONEEPL;, emergea in Australa: in
theeany 1990s!

GEQtOUNSIMISTNEISIoE-& FeiativeR/\NeW CONCepls
althoughrcavetourismenas heen areuneiormany.
years.
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GJenoIan Caves Blue Mountalns Sydne f,ji
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Scenery and Geology- a 1930s Musing from the
Lakes District, UK

u  Scenerydepends onland
structure - in other
words, its geology.

u Everyone interested in
the countryside, how it
has taken shape, why it
presents us with the
varied beauties of
mountain and woodland,
river valleys and fertile
meadows, IS, If often
unconsciously,
appreciating its: geology.




Genesis of Geotourism

The concept emerged in the 1980s labelled as o' 1°'0 u;r I
E-air teh «-Sciicen anel as@:Geid t ©hirim-a8 mo
and in the USA by the National Geographic-Society.

IR Australia, interest in .geotourism emergedin the
1990s Inspired by the formal'establishment:of geoparks
N Europe in 1995.

This translated inte-the-development ok the = Kanawinka
Glebal Geopark (Vietoraand SettirAustalia) ;2004 -
2008, subsequently withdrawn im 201 2-

FIESEmajordnternationak gectounsim, conierencesin
AustraliatinWesterntAusiralia im 2003:



KANAWINKA GLOBAL GEOPARK




Geotourism

However, it-has been universally recognised that
geotourism celebrates GEOothe Earth, not just
the science ofigeology.

0G0 0 U=l S M= S US-tial: NS0T
geographical character; ofjia place- i 1ts'geology,
envirocnment; heritage; aestnetics;-culture ;and
thewell = e trnig: (oif=pddt s resi de.
Geotournsm Austrahardefines geetourism
a-SSUStalnaRIestourismwhich fecusesionian

alreals geologyrand fanascape-as dine HBasis (ol
previdingavisitorengagementsleaning-anad
SnjoymeaE. s a6
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Understanding Natural Heritage

Natural heritage Is the legacy of natural
objects and intangible attributes
encompassing the countryside and natural
environment, based on the geology,
landforms, and soll landscapes, I.e.
GEODIVERSITas well as including flora and
fauna, scientifically known as  BIODIVERSITY

GEODIVERSITIS underpinned by our
understanding of GEOLOGICAL HERITAGE




Heri tage

The scale of Geol ogi cal

(photographs by David Barnes)
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Lord Howe Island Geological Map (GSNS)_

Courtesy of Dr lan Percival
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'CULTURAL “ESAND
AND THE THREE SISTERS

U As a local example of this approach,
within the Blue Mountains World
Heritage Area, the world famous
OThree Sisterso | an
tour operators as exemplifying
Aboriginal connections with Country
through the telling of ' one of three
different cultural stories-about how
this landscape was created during the
Dreamtime.

U The  -operators--aliso
story (i.e., geoheritage) as an
ocal ternativedo expl a
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Chevron folding in Narooma Chert, south end of Surf Beach, Narooma
(photograph by David Barnes)



