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Geotourism: 
Place based 

and
Holistic

comprises the following features of both 

natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic  ð non-living aspects such as the 

local climate & geology e.g., landscape 

and landforms, soils: GEODIVERSITY

ü Biotic  ð the living parts eg. fauna 

(animals ð both vertebrates & 

invertebrates) and flora (plants): 

BIODIVERSITY

ü Cultural  ð past & present, non -living and 

built: HUMAN DIVERSITY

Holistic in scope, geotourism is the key 

driver for UNESCO Geoparks, World Heritage 

Areas, and Australian National Landscapes.



ü In Australia, we have embraced the 
inclusive nature of the geotourism concept 
and have understood the inter -relationship 
between natural and cultural heritage 
elements, but it is not geological tourism .

ü By focusing on the geology and 
geomorphology as well as the ecology and 
culture arising from these geological 
characteristics, it is believed in Australia 
that geotourism adds considerable content 
value to traditional nature -based tourism 
(inc wildlife tourism) as well as to cultural 
tourism, inclusive of Aboriginal tourism .



Geotourism incorporating 

all types of ônature-basedõ tourism

Sightseeing, 

ôScenic Areas'

Wildlife

tourism

Agritourism

Aboriginal

Tourism

Astro-

tourism

Cultural

Tourism

ECOTOURISM
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Geotourism ð ôPlace Basedõ Tourism



Australiaõs Big Outdoor Museum:  The Magnificent Flinders Ranges
Source: Sir Douglas Mawson, Eminent Explorer and Geologist

Photo Credit: South Australian Tourism Commission/Adam Bruzzone



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Landscape and Geology (ôAõ)



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Landscape and Geology (ôAõ)



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Flora(ôBõ)



Flinders 

Ranges 

World 

Heritage - 

Flora ('B')

u The Flinders Ranges supports an eccentric 

mix of moisture dependant and arid 

adapted plants. The specialised habitats of 

local endemics are bound to the region's 

geology. 

u Native vegetation is shaped by landform, 

soil, climate and fire. It is also influenced 

by human activity. Native plants sustained 

the cultural and economic lives of the 

Flinders Ranges Andyamathanha people for 

thousands of years.

u At least 85 plant species in the Flinders 

Ranges are of national, state or regional 

conservation significance.



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Fauna(ôBõ)



Geology ð Creating Habitat




