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Acknowledgement of Country

AusiMMacknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the
land on which we work, meet and live across the world
and pay our respects to Elders past, present and
emerging. We celebrate the stories, cultures, and

traditions of First Nations people who also work and
live on this land.




Who is the AGC?
The peak body for Australian geoscience

professional societies, representing some 8,000
geoscientists
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The Australian Geoscience Councliline (AGC) is
the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia.

Through Geotourism Australia, AGC seeks to

raise the profile-of Geaoscience  In the broader

Australian community by (amongst other

strategies) by

i supporting Geoscience education in primary
and secondary schools; and

o educating the community through
geotourism and outreach.

with the goal of ' increasing earth science uptake
In Australian universities.
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Understanding geotourism

The National Geotourism Strategy,
Goals 1,2, and 5

I A GeoRegiorn Socio-economic

benefits of geotourism

Goal 5 of the NGS focusing on

cultural landscapes including those

with mining heritage

OverseasMining Cultural Landscapes '
Take-Aways /
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u comprises the following features of ' both natural
and cultural heritage:

i biotic dnon-living aspects I.e. sky climate &
geology, landscape, soils: celebrating

a i lotic dthe living parts e.g., flora (plants) and
6 0, P I aC € fauna (animals): celebrating: BIODIVERSITY.
based and a ultural opast & present, both Aboriginal and
H 0 | | S t | C POt European settlement (incl. mining:), non-
living and built: celebrating - HUMAN'DIVERSITY.

u Holistic In scope, geotourism Is booming '
globally and a key driver for tourism,
particularly in Europe-and Asia. /
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In Australia, we have embraced the  inclusive nature
of the geotourism concept: and have understood the
inter -relationship between natural and cultural
heritage elements, but itis not geological tourism
nor Is Iit-ecotourism: .

By focusing on the geology and geomorphology (i.e.,
physical geography) as well as the ecology and
culture arising from these geological characteristics,
It'Is believed in/Australia:- that sustainable geotourism
adds considerable content value to ecotourism:as
well as to cultural tourism,: inclusive of Aboriginal
tourism.

Geotourism 3 5"
Awustralia 57
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Geotourism has links with adventure
tourism, cultural tourism,: ecotourism,
wildlife-tourism, astrotourism, and
agritourism, but is not synonymous with any
of these forms of tourism, although in

broad terms It embraces them all because
itisessentially opl -oased. 0

Geotourism 3 5"
Awustralia 57

Geotourism Is undertaken in all areas,
iIncluding places utilised by people (cultural
tourism) and where primary industry
activities: (i.e., agriculture/agritourism,
mining, and forestry) are prevalent, and in
areas with Aboriginal land tenure or are
subject of cultural interest. It is therefore
about the place, regardiess of its condition .




U For Australia, an enhanced
understanding of cultural
elements of post European

Cultural settlement.

Heritage U Extensive mining heritage .
U Other primary industry and

Aspects_of historic cultural elements

Geotourism AND

U Holistic Aboriginal Culture
elements linked to:landscape '
and astral interpretation

(0s Ky country?)
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Geotourism Delivery Mechanisms

i Geosites & Mining Heritage Sites
i Geotrails
i Geological Time Walks and Rock Gardens

eoparks, \Worle Heritage Areas,

ralia Geological Timewalk
Canberra



@) UNITED NATIONS

Founded in 1945 - 193 member states

World Heritage

UNESCO

Man and the Biosphere

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

UNESCO:GlobalGeoparks

UNESCO
Global
Geoparks




Australi aos UNESCDO

Program Sites
World Heritage 22
Man and the Biosphere O

UNESCO:GlobalGeoparks 0

There are currently 213 Global-UNESCO-Global Geoparks in'43
countries,-of which 47 are located in-Chinayand-one in NZ.



Aust-rali1:aos:. - Natidg-onal

Partnership: between tourism and.conservation that'aims to:

i

u
u
u
u

Promote world class, high quality ' visitor.experiences
Increase the value of tourism to-regionat eceanomies
Enhance the role of protected-areas  in those economies
Build support for protecting our natural-and cultural . assets
Engagelocal'communities

A lons} Grn st aooraach
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Australi ads 16 Nati onal

AUSTRALIA'S TIMELESS NORTH

GREAT BARRIER REEF
THE KIMBERLEY

SYDNEY
HARBOUR

KANGAROO
GREAT SOUTH -
WEST EDGE ISLAND

AUSTRALIA'S
GREAT OCEAN ROAD COASTAL WILDERNESS

'TASMAN IA'S
ISLAND HERITAGE




National Landscapes & UNESCO Global Geoparks

Had similar-goals relating to-local development and : community
engagement as well as education and experiential tourism
(cgeofhour i s mo) .

Both required governmentapproval t Butwith; different
government stakenoelders.

IHoweVver, the Australiam  Nationaltllandseape Programine Was
fermerty s disbancdoned By 1S goVemmentsSponsers inr 2014, hut
theliconicilanascapes anaithelizcommunitesS-ane-still VerAmuch
nplace:

HERNCE EMNEEUNOaNNaloNaINGEQIOUR SIS tRAE OO id: &
pathwaysorngeoparkiaevelopment



National
Geotourism
Strategy

Goals

Launched April 2021

1. New digital technologies .

2. To define an approval pathway for
geotourism development.

3. To establish a framework for creating high
guality geotrails.

4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage
sites suitable for geotourism.

5. To develop geotourism In regional

mining and Aboriginal communities .

6. To strengthen Australia's international
geoscience standing.

7. To develop and enhance geoscience
Interpretation and communication skills.
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Goal 1

Technology
Solutions ior
Geoneritage

IRterpretatior
ane Protection

Virtual Tours e.g. GSWA Virtual Tourof the
East Pilbara

Audio stories and 360-degree drone-
captured footage with .augmented-reality
Integrated into:a:hyper -local mapping
plattorm; o0 Skywalk, Glen Innes Hightands
GeoRegion, NSW

Potential Visitor dnterpretation ;s Centres
SUpperied by /Augmented Reality, and Sk
Visualisauoen

Snaiiphone supporiedtour;guide-Apps

AUSFAIANNGEQIOUHSINRISEOVE R Poital



AGC acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country and Place throughout Australia and their continuing connection to
land, waters, sky and community. We pay our respects to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, histories and cultures, and to

‘. Elders past and present. : :
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This is the platform for discovering GeoRegions, geosites, cultural and mining sites, and geotrails in
Australia. You can explore details using maps, as well as reading StoryMaps, articles and watching
videos.



Goal 2 Focus:

Refinnga
GeoRegion- the
firststep

N evaluating
potential
development

for: geeparks

U An area defined by a proponent
(which mightinclude-a local
Council having completed an
approved tourism Destination
Management Plan (DMP).

U And the proponent now wishes to

seek agreement from the
State/Territory Geological Survey
to designate a defined area of
particular natural and cultural
heritage which highlights
outstanding geoheritage features
l.e., a GeoRegion
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