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What is the Purpose of Geoscience?

ü To explore, develop and celebrate the links between 

geological heritage and all other aspects of natural, 

cultural and intangible heritages. 

ü By studying these issues, geoscientists, along with other 

scientists and geographers (all ôgeo-professionalsõ),  can 

anticipate earth's future and examine any changes that 

may need to be made.

Angus M Robinson inspired by the UNESCO Global Geoparks Program & the Geological 

Survey of Ireland



The Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) is 

the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia. 

Through Geotourism Australia, AGC seeks to 

raise the profile of Geoscience in the broader 

Australian community by (amongst other 

strategies) by

ü supporting Geoscience education in primary 

and secondary schools; and 

ü educating the community through 

geotourism and outreach.



Todayõs 
Agenda

 

ü Understanding geotourism

ü The National Geotourism Strategy, 

Goals 2, 3 and 5

ü Local Exemplar Geotrails

ü A GeoRegion: Socio-economic 

benefits of geotourism

ü Goal 5 of the NGS focusing on 

cultural landscapes including those 

with mining heritage

ü Overseas exemplars

ü The opportunity  for the Hunter 

Valley Coalfields



ü In Australia, we have embraced the 
inclusive nature of the geotourism concept 
and have understood the inter -relationship 
between natural and cultural heritage 
elements, but it is not geological tourism .

ü By focusing on the geology and 
geomorphology (i.e., physical geography ) 
as well as the ecology and culture arising 
from these geological characteristics, it is 
believed in Australia that geotourism adds 
considerable content value to traditional 
nature-based tourism as well as to cultural 
tourism, inclusive of Aboriginal tourism .



ü Geotourism has links with adventure 
tourism, cultural tourism, ecotourism, 
wildlife tourism, astrotourism , and 
agritourism , but is not synonymous with any 
of these forms of tourism, although in 
broad terms it embraces them all because 
it is essentially ôplace-based.õ 

ü Geotourism is undertaken in all areas, 
including places utilised  by people (cultural 
tourism) and where primary industry 
activities (i.e., agriculture/agritourism, 
mining, and forestry) are prevalent, and in 
areas with Aboriginal land tenure or are 
subject of cultural interest. It is therefore 
about the place, regardless of its condition .



Geotourism 
ð ôPlace 
based and 
Holisticõ

ü comprises the following features of both natural 
and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic  ð non-living aspects such as the sky, 
climate & geology, landscape and landforms : 
celebrating GEODIVERSITY.

ü Biotic  ð the living parts e.g., flora (plants) and  
fauna (animals): celebrating BIODIVERSITY.

ü Cultura l ð past & present, both Aboriginal and 
post European settlement (incl. mining ), non-
living and built: celebrating HUMAN DIVERSITY.

ü Holistic in scope, geotourism is booming  
globally and a key driver for tourism, 
particularly in Europe and Asia. 



 

1. New digital technologies .

2. To define an approval pathway for 

geotourism development.

3. To establish a framework for creating 

high quality geotrails.

4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage 

sites suitable for geotourism.

5. To develop geotourism in regional 

mining and Aboriginal communities .
6. To strengthen Australia's international 

geoscience standing.

7. To develop and enhance geoscience 

interpretation and communication skills. 

National 

Geotourism 

Strategy

 Goals



Goal 2 Focus:

Defining a 
GeoRegion - the 
first step
in evaluating its 
potential 
development 
for geotourism
 

ü An area defined by a proponent 

(which might include a LGA or a 

RDA having completed an 

approved tourism Destination 

Management Plan).

ü And the proponent now wishes to 

seek agreement from the 

State/Territory Geological Survey 

to designate a defined area of 

particular natural and cultural 

heritage which highlights 

outstanding geoheritage features  

i.e., a GeoRegion



Societal 
Benefits of
Developing a 
GeoRegion for 
Geotourism

üBy celebrating the geological heritage 

of an identified GeoRegion, and in 

connection with all other aspects of 

the areaõs natural and cultural 

heritage (and most significantly, 

Aboriginal heritage), geotourism 

enhances awareness and 

understanding of key issues facing 

society.

üGeotourism gives local people a sense 

of pride and strengthens their 

identification with a GeoRegion.



Over-riding 
Socio-
economic 
Benefits of 
Geotourism 

üMeasurable economic benefits through 

enhancement of traditional nature -

based tourism - additional visitors, 

direct and regional economic output, 

household income and wages, and local 

(including Aboriginal) employment.

üThrough establishment of a higher level 

of centralised  coordination in areas of 

product development, travel and 

hospitality services, tourism 

promotion/branding.



AGCõs 
preferred 
approach
Goal 2 ð

the 
ôExploration 

Licence'

üEmphasise the concept of  identifying 

GeoRegions not Geoparks in key areas 

of outstanding geoheritage, with early 

consultation with Geological Surveys 

(the GWG) to address their 

requirements.

üInitially focus on developing geotrails 

within these GeoRegions to build 

community, business, State/Territory 

Government support.



National 

Geotourism 

Strategy 

(NGS)

Goal 2

ü Hence the need to define an approval 

pathway for major geotourism projects, 

implemented by the AGC in consultation with 

Australian government agencies THAT HAVE 

APPROVED THIS STRATEGY.

ü Three approved Pilot GeoRegion Projects now 

supported by the NGS.

× Ku-ring-gai, Sydney, NSW.

× Murchison, Mid West, WA.

× Glen Innes Highlands, NSW driven by a LGA 

approved Tourism DMP



Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion

üConceived in 2018 by a 
community group ð FOKE and 
now supported by other 
community groups.

ü440 sq kms in area, embracing 
both national parks and the 
Northern Beaches of Sydney.

üSupported by NPWS, three 
Councils, and local MPs.

üApproved by the GSNSW.

üMajor natural and cultural 
heritage peer -reviewed, 
review paper published by the 
Linnean Society of NSW.

ü50+ sites and six formative 
geotrails.





Strategic 
Goal 3

Best practice 
geotrails

ü Should be constructed around routes 

currently used by tourists; regional 

geotrails should form logical journeys 

linking accommodation destinations.

ü Should meld the geological heritage 

features of a region with a cohesive 

STORY.

ü Should incorporate and package in the 

biodiversity and cultural components 

(including mining heritage)  of the area 

through which the geotrail  traverses.


