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Australia’s Weird and Wonderful Fauna
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Australia’s Weird and Wonderful Fauna

How did we get here?

Nilsson et al. 2010Reguero et al. (2013)



How did we get here?

Murgon

Archaeonothos henkgodthelpi

~55 ka
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Djarthia murganensis
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Tingamarra porterorum

Source: Australian Museum



Riversleigh
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Oligocene to late Miocene
~25-12 Ma



Worlds colliding
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Living laboratory
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Rowe et al. 2019

Oceanic islands of Wallacea as a source for 
dispersal and diversification of murine rodents



Rodent entry into Australia
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Chinchilla



Komodo dragons

Hocknull et al. 2009



Quaternary



Glacial and interglacial cycles
Sea level fluctuations

Quaternary Environmental Changes

Voris 2000
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New Guinea fossils
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Megafauna extinctions

https://conservationbytes.com/

Wroe et al. 2013



Megafauna extinctions
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Cuscus in 
Wallacean 
Archaeology
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