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Who is the AGC?

The peak body for Australian geoscience

professional societies, representing some 8,000
geoscientists
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How we define Geotourism

Tourism that focuses holistically on both the natural and
cultural values of a landscape, and journeys through
that landscape.

Natural aspects may be abiotic (rocks, sky, landforms) or

biotic (fauna and flora, but within a particular landscape
context).

Cultural aspects celebrate the past & present,
Aboriginal and post European settlement (incl. mining).

Ecotourism mostly in protected areas such as national
parks whereas geotourism is undertaken where people
live and primary industry is carried out.
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Why do we care about Geotourism?

We are passionate about geoscience and what it has to offer, in
the broadest sense.

Geotourism offers one of the best ways to expose geoscience
and communicate its value to the broader Australian
community.

Importantly, promoting Geotourism will help make Geoscience
a more attractive field for the younger generation

By connecting geological heritage with other aspects of the area’s
natural and cultural heritage (and most significantly, Aboriginal

heritage), geotourism enhances awareness and understanding of the
key issue of using our Earth’s resources sustainably.
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Benefits of Geotourism for Geoscientists?

* Geotourism offers the potential for new industries and
employment opportunities for geoscientists through the
development of major projects within Australia.

 The acknowledgement of Aboriginal cultural heritage
through geotourism practice includes the need to ensure

it is appropriately protected.

* This will ensure that the preservation of Aboriginal
cultural heritage is as important as that of mining and
other aspects of cultural landscapes, thereby improving
the public perception of mining professionals and the
industries in which they work.
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Larapinta Trail
Geological Guide Book —
An Exemplar of Community
Engagement

Acknowledgement: Anett Weisheit
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Behind the landscape
of the Central Ranges

A GEOLOGICAL GUIDE TO THE LARAPINTA TRAIL AND
TJORITJA / WEST MACDONNELL NATIONAL PARK

ANETT WEISHEIT



What is the Economic Opportunity?

* A major opportunity for regionalisation of economic
activity, including in First Nations Communities.

* Globally, geotourism is booming and becoming a key
driver for tourism, particularly in Europe and Asia.

e Options for post-mining economic development of
regional centres.

* A way to optimise the latent potential of regional

community tourism assets by integrating them into a
broader narrative.
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The AGC’s National Geotourism Strategy

Launched April 2021
Seven working groups, over 50 committed volunteers.

Significant progress over last three years includes the
establishment of three approved GeoRegions in two
Australian States.

Geotourism is now recognised by the Australian
Government’s latest Visitor Economy Strategy as a key
element to integrate sustainable nature tourism with
economic opportunities for Indigenous Australians.
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Our Seven Strategic Goals

Development of new digital technologies for geotourism
interpretation

Define an approval pathway for major geotourism projects

Establish a framework for creating high quality, sustainable
geotrails

Establish a national framework for geoheritage listings
suitable for geotourism

Develop geotourism in regional mining communities with
potential geoheritage and cultural heritage sites

Strengthen Australia’s international geoscience standing
through geotourism excellence

Develop and enhance the geoscience interpretation and
communication skills of those involved in geotourism
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Geotrails > GeoRegions> Geoparks

Geotourism development needs to be an ordered process that
advances with the support of communities and government

Geotrails are the fundamental building blocks of Geotourism
development.

The GeoRegion concept draws together geotrails in particular areas of
interest.

Focus on high quality GeoRegions (e.g., Ku-ring-gai)

Once GeoRegions are well established Geopark nominations can be
considered within them.

A major achievement of our strategy has been the formal acceptance
by Australia’s Geoscience Working Group (the peak body for
Government Geoscience Agencies) in 2023 of our proposed guidelines
for the development of GeoRegions.
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The Geotrail Concept

A Geotrail delivers geotourism experiences
through a journey linked by an area's geology
and landscape as the basis for providing visitor

engagement, learning, and enjoyment.
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The Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion

A Community Initiated and Supported Project of
Potentially International Significance

‘A world-class wonderland of natural and cultural heritage’




Geoparks

* Not yet approved in Australia but an aspiration.

 We look to learn from the Indonesian experience.

10 World-famous UNESCO Global Geoparks in Indonesia
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Delivering an Digital Future for Australian Geotourism

A ) Home ExploreMaps NSW VIC QLD WA SA ACT NT TAS AboutUs X O
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AGC acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country and Place throughout Australia and their continuing connection to
land, waters, sky and community. We pay our respects to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, histories and cultures, and to
Elders past and present.

WARNING: Aboriginal users and community are adyised that this website contains content, images andVoices of Aboriginal people whom
AN may have passed away.
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This is the platform for discovering GeoRegions, geosites, cultural and mining sites, and geotrails in
Australia. You can explore details using maps, as well as reading StoryMaps, articles and watching
videos.
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Explore Geotourism Maps

Learn more about GeoRegions, geot s, and cultural or mining

nformation on the map, ch, pan, and zoom to navigate the map, and then click on any listing you're intere

view its details. For additional information about specific listings, expand the pop-up information box.

.//’.
o Cultural site
{
{
| Mining site
\ ®
‘.‘\
N\ Geotrail
®
{
‘A
\.‘p Georegion
‘ﬁ = O
! = & r
[~ { Srag
{ A ’ y
\ =y
R x N\ Adelnce f
A J ’ Canberra |
—_—— ) +/
N
ha U £ ‘J
¢ {
\ )
\ )
\ Y,

4 |500km B NS

NGS ~

ExploreMaps NSW VIC QLD WA SA ACT NT  More~ X 0O

»d in to

A single portal to access
Australian Geotourism sites
and resources




Moving Forward...

 The AGC is fully supportive of working with global
partners, particularly in the Asia Pacific Region,
under the leadership of Dr Young Ng.

 With a commitment to digital transformation
strategies, the AGC is becoming a leader in nature-
based tourism in Australia.

* Engagement with the Australian mining industry in
developing geotourism strategies for maximising the
value of cultural landscapes, particularly in regions
where mining operations are facing closure.
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Thank You!




