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Todayõs 
Agenda

ü Why the AGC interest?

ü What is Geotourism and its 
delivery mechanisms?

ü The National Geotourism 
Strategy goals of relevance to 
Guiding & Interpretation

ü Cultural Landscapes

ü Building tour experiences 
which are holistic and world -
class.

ü Take-Aways



The Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) is 

the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia. 

The AGC seeks to raise the profile of Geoscience 

in the broader Australian community by 

(amongst other strategies) by

ü supporting Geoscience education in primary 

and secondary schools,

ü educating the community through 

geotourism and outreach, and through 

engagement with Savannah Guides.



Geotourism: 
Place based 

and
Holistic

comprises the following features of both 

natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic  ð non-living aspects such as the 

climate & geology e.g., landscape and 

landforms: GEODIVERSITY

ü Biotic  ð the living parts eg. fauna 

(animals) and flora (plants): 

BIODIVERSITY

ü Cultural  ð past & present, non -living and 

built: HUMAN DIVERSITY

Holistic in scope, geotourism is the key 

driver for UNESCO Geoparks, World Heritage 

Areas, and Australian National Landscapes.



Australiaõs National Landscapes Programme

Partnership between tourism and conservation that aims to:

ü Promote world class, high quality visitor experiences

ü Increase the value of tourism to regional economies

ü Enhance the role of protected areas in those economies

ü Build support for protecting our natural and cultural assets 

ü Engage local communities

A long term strategic  approach

 

ôTo differentiate Australiaõs 

iconic natural and cultural 

destinations  from anything else 

available in the world ô



Australiaõs 16 National Landscapes 



Australiaõs Big Outdoor Museum:  The Magnificent Flinders Ranges
Source: Sir Douglas Mawson, Eminent Explorer and Geologist

Photo Credit: South Australian Tourism Commission/Adam Bruzzone



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Landscape and Geology (ôAõ)



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Flora(ôBõ)



Flinders 

Ranges 

World 

Heritage - 

Flora ('B')

u The Flinders Ranges supports an eccentric 

mix of moisture dependant and arid 

adapted plants. The specialised habitats of 

local endemics are bound to the region's 

geology. 

u Native vegetation is shaped by landform, 

soil, climate and fire. It is also influenced 

by human activity. Native plants sustained 

the cultural and economic lives of the 

Flinders Ranges Andyamathanha people for 

thousands of years.

u At least 85 plant species in the Flinders 

Ranges are of national, state or regional 

conservation significance.



Flinders Ranges World Heritage ð Fauna(ôBõ)






