'Understanding Geotourism and the

National Geotourism Strategy o

Savannah Guides \Webinar, 16, November 2023

N L

ARNGUS M RODIRSER; (Coordinato
NationaliGeatourismisirategy Australiam Geoscience. Councll




The Australian Geoscience Counciline (AGC) is
the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia.

The AGC seeks toraise the profile-of Geoscience

In the broader Australian community by

(amongst other strategies) by

i supporting Geoscience education in primary
and secondary schools,

i  educating the community through
geotourism and outreach, and through
engagement with Savannah Guides.
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U Why the AGC interest?
U What is Geotourism and its

i

delivery mechanisms?

The National Geotourism
Strategy goals of relevance
to Savannah Guides.

Building tour experiences
which are holistic-and
world-class.

Take-Aways



Ecotourism
&
Geotourism
CONCE] LS

U Ecotourism Is practised

predominantly in protected
areas such as national parks
whereas geotourism is
undertaken also in all areas
where primary industry
activities are being carried out.

| However 'geotourism Is holistic,

nature -based and cultural

tourism that focuses on an area’s
geol ogy & Il-ands:
platform for providing visitor
engagement, learning and
enjoyment:.



i

Geotourism has links with adventure
tourism, cultural tourism, ecotourism,
wildlife-tourism, astrotourism, and
agritourism, but'is not synonymous with any
of these forms of tourism, although in

broad terms It embraces them all because

~

itis essentially oopl--as ed. O

Geotourism Is undertaken in all areas,
iIncluding places utilised by people (cultural
tourism) and where primary industry
activities: (i.e., agriculturefagritourism,
mining, and forestry) are prevalent, and in
areas with Aboriginal land tenure-or are
subject of cultural interest. It Is therefore
about the place, regardiess of its condition .




i

In Australia, we have embraced the
Inclusive nature of the geotourism concept
and have understood the inter -relationship
petween natural and cultural heritage
elements, but itis not geological tourism : .

By focusing on the geology and
geomorphology (i.e., physical geography ) as
well as the ecology and culture- arising from
these geological characteristics, It is
believed in Australia that geotourism adds
considerable content value to-traditional
nature -based tourism as well as to cultural
tourism, Inclusive of Aboriginal tourism: .




U Holistic Aboriginal Culture
elements linked to
landscape and astral
Interpretation: ( 0 s Ky

Heritage (i For Australia, an enhanced
Benetfits of understanding of cultural

: elements of post European
Geotourism settlement.

U Extensive mining heritage.

u  Other primary industry and
historic cultural elements.
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To enlarge, click
on a selected area
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comprises the following features  of both
natural and cultural heritage:
u - biotic onon-living aspects such as the
climate & geology e.g., landscape and
landforms: GEODIVERSITY

Geotourism: o lotic dthe living parts- eg. fauna
Place based (animals) and flora (plants):
and BIODIVERSITY
Holistic o ultural opast & present, non -living and

built: HUMAN 'DIVERSITY

Holistic In scope, geotourism Is the key '
driver for UNESCO ‘Geoparks, World Heritage
Areas, and Australian National Landscapes. ,
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o Unigue opportunity for engaging the
broader community with geoscience.
Why a _ L K
u Major opportunity for rural and

National regional development, focusing on
Geotourism both natural and cultural heritage,

Strategy’? both mining and Aboriginal .
u Emerging grassroots community
support for a range of geotourism I
projects nationally. y



National
Geotourism
Stategy
Goals

1. New digital technologies .

2. To define an approval pathway for major
geotourism projects.

3. To establish a framework for
creating high quality geotraills.

4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage sites
suitable for geotourism .

5. To develop geotourism in regional mining and
Aboriginal communities.

6. To strengthen Australia's international geoscience
standing. '

/. To develop and enhance geoscience
Interpretation and communication I

skills.
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Strategic Goal 1

Assessment-and
pPreomotion of new
digital
technologies to
Righlight:and
nterpret natural
anel cultural
Heriage,
Righlighting
geolegy and
laneseape:

Australian Geotourism Discovery
Portal dbeing developed on a UTAS
ArcGlSlicence.

The goal was created Iin response
to the: need to'replace or
Supplement traditional ge otourIS
maps and publications with cigitat
[echnologies as a costeliectie
mMeans (o better communicate-and
provide better aceess o geological
contentidon touristsithroughout
Australia:



“T;‘;\} Home Explore Maps NSW VIC QLD WA NT TAS  AboutUs

AGC acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country and Place throughout Australia and their continuing connection to
land, waters, sky and community. We pay our respects to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, histories and cultures, and to
Elders past and present.

h,“ -

WARNING: Aboriginal users and community are ad)t;lsed it this website contains content images anmlces of Aboriginal people whom
KR ‘

‘ \

This is the platform for discovering GeoRegions, geosites, cultural and mining sites, and geotrails in
Australia. You can explore details using maps, as well as reading StoryMaps, articles and watching
videos.







u Should be constructed around
routes currently used by tourists;
regional geotrails should form

Strategic logical journeys linking
Goal'3 accommodation destinations.
_ o Should meld the geological
Best practice heritage features of a region with
geoirails a cohesive STORY.

u Should incorporate and package
In the biodiversity and cultural '
components (including mining
heritage) of the area through I
which the geotrall traverses.
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Granite & Woodlands Self-Drive Discovery Trail , WA
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The Breakaways o
:

“Jake in the expansive Views ofi sanay neathlane & Spang Wilafiowers

as you pass-along the HollanaiIraek, Which gives way (0 RICKel &
gelarminingilanc areound Forrestania Ploets. Keep a leek outfor s Bush
urkeysidinges eirmore elusivenative-animaisssuch iastheney anc pigmy.
PESSUMS (i JWhichrare semetimes seen areund GrevilleartHill From; here
thellandascape changes -\ 'to mallee woodlana & etucal/pts EXplore
TNENOCKYAGUICTOPS T8 Gl IS 00 i he-Bieakaways| s Boeiorerolling: out
yourEswag atforanignEundenan amazngistar-iled sky



i Create a theme with a main

point or idea.
: u The story must be organised
Telling to be easy to follow .
the u The story must be relevant to

Eairet h o §he listener.
u Create an enjoyable

SIOFES experience okeep your '
audience engaged and
entertained. ,
Source: Russell Boswell, 2021 /
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StrategiciGoal ¢

IRterpretationanc
Communieation

i To develon and enhance

geoscience Interpretation
and communication skills.

u Applies to geologists with an
biotic focus acting as tour
guides.

u Need to engage with traine
tour guides with expertise In
lotic and ultural content
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