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The Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) is 

the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia. 

The AGC seeks to raise the profile of Geoscience 

in the broader Australian community by 

(amongst other strategies) by

ü supporting Geoscience education in primary 

and secondary schools,

ü educating the community through 

geotourism and outreach, and through 

engagement with Savannah Guides.



Todayõs 
Agenda

ü Why the AGC interest?

ü What is Geotourism and its 
delivery mechanisms?

ü The National Geotourism 
Strategy goals of relevance 
to Savannah Guides.

ü Building tour experiences 
which are holistic and 
world -class.

ü Take-Aways



Ecotourism 
&  

Geotourism 
Concepts

üEcotourism is practised
predominantly in protected 
areas such as national parks 
whereas geotourism is 
undertaken also in all areas 
where primary industry 
activities are being carried out.

üHowever 'geotourism is holistic, 
nature-based and cultural 
tourism that focuses on an area's 
geology & landscape ôas the 
platform for providing visitor 
engagement, learning and 
enjoyment'. 



ü Geotourism has links with adventure 
tourism, cultural tourism, ecotourism, 
wildlife tourism, astrotourism , and 
agritourism , but is not synonymous with any 
of these forms of tourism, although in 
broad terms it embraces them all because 
it is essentially ôplace-based.õ 

ü Geotourism is undertaken in all areas, 
including places utilised by people (cultural 
tourism) and where primary industry 
activities (i.e., agriculture/agritourism, 
mining, and forestry) are prevalent, and in 
areas with Aboriginal land tenure or are 
subject of cultural interest. It is therefore 
about the place, regardless of its condition .



ü In Australia, we have embraced the 
inclusive nature of the geotourism concept 
and have understood the inter -relationship 
between natural and cultural heritage 
elements, but it is not geological tourism .

ü By focusing on the geology and 
geomorphology (i.e., physical geography ) as 
well as the ecology and culture arising from 
these geological characteristics, it is 
believed in Australia that geotourism adds 
considerable content value to traditional 
nature-based tourism as well as to cultural 
tourism, inclusive of Aboriginal tourism .



Cultural 
Heritage
Benefits of 
Geotourism 

ü Holistic Aboriginal Culture 
elements linked to 
landscape and astral 
interpretation (ôsky 
countryõ).

ü For Australia, an enhanced 
understanding of cultural 
elements of post European 
settlement.

ü Extensive mining heritage.

ü Other primary industry and 
historic cultural elements.



Australiaõs Mineral Heritage

Source:
Mel Davies, 
AMHA



Geotourism: 
Place based 

and
Holistic

comprises the following features of both 

natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic ðnon-living aspects such as the 

climate & geology e.g., landscape and 

landforms: GEODIVERSITY

ü Biotic ðthe living parts eg. fauna 

(animals) and flora (plants): 

BIODIVERSITY

ü Cultural ðpast & present, non -living and 

built: HUMAN DIVERSITY

Holistic in scope, geotourism is the key 

driver for UNESCO Geoparks, World Heritage 

Areas, and Australian National Landscapes.



Why a 

National 

Geotourism 

Strategy?

üUnique opportunity for engaging the 

broader community with geoscience.

üMajor opportunity for rural and 

regional development , focusing on 

both natural and cultural heritage, 

both mining and Aboriginal .

üEmerging grass-roots community 

support for a range of geotourism 

projects nationally.



National 
Geotourism   
Strategy 
Goals

1. New digital technologies .

2. To define an approval pathway for major 
geotourism projects.

3. To establish a framework for 
creating high quality geotrails.
4. To establish a national listing for geoheritage sites 

suitable for geotourism .
5. To develop geotourism in regional mining and 
Aboriginal communities.

6. To strengthen Australia's international geoscience 
standing.

7. To develop and enhance geoscience 
interpretation and communication 
skills. 



A

Strategic Goal 1

Assessment and 

promotion of new 

digital 

technologies to 

highlight and 

interpret natural 

and cultural 

heritage, 

highlighting 

geology and 

landscape. 

ü Australian Geotourism Discovery 
Portal ðbeing developed on a UTAS 
ArcGIS licence.

ü The goal was created in response 
to the need to replace or 
supplement traditional geotourism 
maps and publications with digital 
technologies as a cost-effective 
means to better communicate and 
provide better access to geological 
content for tourists throughout 
Australia.



Australian Geotourism Discovery 
Platform





Strategic 
Goal 3

Best practice 
geotrails

ü Should be constructed around 
routes currently used by tourists; 
regional geotrails should form 
logical journeys linking 
accommodation destinations.

ü Should meld the geological 
heritage features of a region with 
a cohesive STORY.

ü Should incorporate and package 
in the biodiversity and cultural 
components (including mining 
heritage) of the area through 
which the geotrail traverses.



Granite & Woodlands Self-Drive Discovery Trail , WA

"Take in the expansive views of sandy heathland & spring wildflowers  

(B) as you pass along the Holland Track, which gives way to nickel  &

gold mining land  (C) around Forrestania Plots. Keep a look out for bush 

turkeys, dingos or more elusive native animals such as honey and pigmy 

possums (B),which are sometimes seen around Grevillea Hill. From here 

the landscape changes (A) to mallee woodland & eucalypts (B). Explore 

the rocky outcrops & cliffs of The Breakaways(A) before rolling out 

your swag at for a night under an amazing star -filled sky  (A & C)ó



Telling 
the 
Earthõs 
Stories

üCreate a theme with a main 
point or idea.

üThe story must be organised
to be easy to follow .

üThe story must be relevant to 
the listener.

üCreate an enjoyable
experience ðkeep your 
audience engaged and 
entertained.

Source: Russell Boswell, 2021



Strategic Goal 7

Interpretation and
Communication

üTo develop and enhance 

geoscience interpretation 

and communication skills.

üApplies to geologists with an 

Abiotic focus acting as tour 

guides.

üNeed to engage with trained 

tour guides with expertise in 

Biotic and Cultural content.


