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Driving regional development in Australia
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OUTLINE

Why Australia needs geotourism & a
National Geotourism Strategy (NGS)?

Why Australian Geoscience Council
(AGC)?

NGS’s 7 goals & working groups
Geopark development in Australia

Take-aways
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1. WHY AUSTRALIA NEEDS
~ GEOTOURISM?

environmental protection — limited
vision
Ecosystem protection

lgnoring lithosphere

. Atmosphere
Geology — foundation of all ecosystem (Light blue)
Landscape - sense of place, identity, Biosphere
pride (Green)
ABC concept in environmental Hvd )
protection & conservation (Dgrkrtg)lig) ere

(Abiotic, Biotic & Cultural)
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One of the best ways to communicate the value of
geoscience to the broader Australian community

Geotourism offers the potential for new businesses,
industries and creating employment opportunities through
the development of major projects

It encourages community engagement and sustainable
socio-economic developments

By raising awareness of the importance of geoscience will
increase tertiary enrolment in geoscience to meet Australia’s
needs for geoscience graduates and researchers into the
future
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WHY WE NEED THE NATIONAL GEOTOURISM
STRATEGY (NGS)?
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- Coordination of all geotourism activities =

- Work out a national plan for more
effective promotion and better use of
available resources

- Seven key strategic goals pursued by

seven working groups



AGC'S NATIONAL GEOTOURISM STRATEGY
(NGS)




2. WHY IMPLEMENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN

GEOSCIENCE COUNCIL (AGC)?

Australia’s top council of geoscientists

The No.1 advisory body for formulating national
policies associated with geoscience

Represents eight major Australian geoscientific
societies such as Geological Society of Australia
and Australian Institute of Geoscientists

Total membership of over 8,000 individuals
comprising industry, government, and academic
professionals in all fields of geoscience

Australian
Geoscience
Council
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3. NGS'S 7 GOALS & WORKING GROUPS

Goal 1 /Working group 1

Development of new digital technologies to deliver and interpret for traveler or
visitor, highlighting particularly geology and landscape

Digital Geotourism maps for all states and territories

Australian Geotourism Survey (AGS) undertaken by the University of Tasmania
(UTAS) is being designed as a comprehensive, Australia-wide research and
market-based instrument, delivered online and through the nation’s vast
tourism operator and organisational network

SIMPLIFIED TECTONIC MAP

OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

1:10 000 000
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GOAL 2 / WORKING GROUP 2

To define an approval pathway for major

geotourism projects

The AGC considers that the Ku-ring-gai, Glen Innes
Highlands, and Murchison GeoRegion projects
represent ideal pilot studies from which a national set
of administrative procedures for geopark and geotrail
development can be developed.
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GOAL 3/ WORKING GROUP 3

Creating high quality, sustainable geotrails

Works with the Geological Survey of every state
on developing a national geotrail strategy

New geotrails proposed in all states such as the
West Coast Living Earth GeoTrail in TAS; Brisbane
Valley Rail Trail in Queensland; Port Macquarie
and the Newcastle Coastal Geotrails in NSW,
Kanawinka/Great Ocean Road
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GOAL 4 / WORKING GROUP 4

« To establish a national framework for

R e U THE GEOHERITAGE TOOL-KIT T

of Western Australia

Leeuwin Compl

- The Geotourism and Geological Heritage WIS
Standing Committees of the GSA confer
with State/Territory Geological Surveys and - - COCHSE  soNncases | WCATESNS

" A | A SITES WHERE PROCESSES
F G
Lb‘CEﬁ\TUI?E GEOLOGICAL FEATURE CAN BE INFERRED

Ot h e r g rO u pS 2 5 . m:m: — FROM PRODUCTS

TVPE EXAMPLE, CULTURALLY, OR MODERN LANDSCAPES
GEOHISTORICAL SITES i
(ACTIVE PROCESSES)

- A geoheritage assessment toolkit has been
developed

tal, fossil, o
FEATURE
International ———p= National ———=State/Regional ———p= Local

World Heritage site, National Park, geopark, geological site, geosite, monument, nature reserve
(from Brocx & Semeniuk 2011)
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GOAL 5/ WORKING GROUP 5

Develop geotourism as a key driver for celebrating mining
heritage and sustaining mining communities

Australian mining areas such as the Murchison Region of
Western Australia (past) and present e.g. Kalgoorlie Boulder,
Mt Isa and the Central Highlands of Queensland, the Hunter
Valley of NSW, and Queenstown, Tasmania are to be explored
for the potentials of developing geotourism
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GOAL 6/ WORKING GROUP 6

- Tostrengthen Australia’s international geoscience
standing through geotourism excellence
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- Co-operation with geoscience associations or
research institutes such as Indonesian
Association of Geologists (IAG), Indonesian
Geoparks Network (IGN), Geological Society of
China etc

- Sister relationship between parks, universities,
encouraging more interaction and sharing of
experiences




GOAL 7/ WORKING GROUP 7

Enhance geoscience interpretation and
communication skills of everyone actively in
the presentation of geosites, enabling the
provision of accurate and thematic information
iIn an accessible manner

Develop training packages and programmes
for interpretation and communications skills
development, with professional development
accreditation, for geoscientists and other
natural and cultural heritage professionals
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. GEOPARK DEVELOPMENT IN AUSTRALIA

The Kanawinka Case

Australia’s 15t national
geopark in June 2008

26,910 sqg. km across
Victoria and SA and 9 LGASs

Otway Basin, recorded
Australia’s rifting away from
Gondwana 95 million years
ago, with 374 volcanic sites,
numerous limestone caves,
lakes and many other
significant geological sites
and formations

Beachport %%
Penguin Island

Southend

Limestone coasts, dune ridges & plains
Volcanic plains & lava flows
Laterite tablelands & valleys
Continental shelf

Ocean deer

The Kanawinka Fault & extensions
Sinkholes & caves

Volcanoes, crater lakes & lava falls
Lakes & wetlands

Drystone walls

Cities & towns

Geopark boundary

Blue Whale sightings along the
Bonney Upwelling

Victoria

GLOBAL GEOPARK

KANAWINKA

Dunkeld ®

f{ :
a Fi
Macarthur

Eccles (B

Deen
(Lady Julia Percy Istand)

-~
Glenthompson™

Location

£"Q AUSTRALIA

BASS STRAIT

{® ADELAIDE
~~ SOUTH

N\
| .
l ] SA. ‘

‘ e

N

Lake Bolac

® Caramut

Mortiake
M. N

Camperdow:
Terang
L

_'——-"-—-—

= ]
Skqj:on 1

Lava C:

M.Y:GAMBIER
PORTLAND

VICTORIA

® Horsham

® Hamilton

Cola

Warrnambool

o

_10 20 30 4

Kilometres

MELBOURNE
GEELONG
-—

50

€c¢0c 9N

HS9NNOA AQ3IAYISIY SLHHDIY 11V @



REASONS OF FAILURE

Failed to obtain the approval of both State
Governments and the Australian
Government

Inappropriate approach by not engaging
with the State Government Geological
Surveys

Delisted 2012
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CURRENT GEOPARK DEVELOPMENT

The AGC has obtained the approval of the
Australian geological survey agencies (the
GWG@G) of a process that may lead to future
geopark development in Australia

This process provides administrative
procedures which require, as a first step, the
establishment of a GeoRegion

There are four proposed ‘Aspiring Geoparks’
projects in WA which are not recognised by
the AGC because they do not follow the
approved GeoRegion approach.
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CHALLENGES FACING

There is a different approach in promoting
geopark establishment in Western Australia,
creating confusing messages to
governments and impacted communities.

Australian Geoparks Network (AGN) and the
Geoparks WA (GWA) set up by a small group
of geopark enthusiasts.

Supporters need to work together within the
auspices of the National Geotourism Strategy
with one voice.

Lobbying takes patience and time.
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» Australia has 20 UNESCO WHS & 4 MAB Reserves

» Global geopark movement is non-stoppable
* Many geopark enthusiasts and supporters

» Extensive support of tourism industry, local community,

majority of geoscience communities HOpeS

» Correct approach — state & federal governments’ approval,
powerful lobbying needed
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APPROACH
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GEOREGION




Fox Valley diatreme

Browns Field

5. TAKE-AWAYS
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Thank you!

Dr Young Ng
0z.geotourism@gmail.com
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