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O U T L I N E
1. Why Australia needs geotourism & a  

National Geotourism Strategy (NGS)? 

2. Why Australian Geoscience Council 

(AGC)?   

3. NGS’s 7 goals & working groups 

4. Geopark development  in Australia 

5. Take-aways
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Rhyolitic hexagonal columns in Hong Kong UGGp



1 .  W H Y  A U S T R A L I A  N E E D S  
G E O T O U R I S M ?

• Current nature conservation & 
environmental protection – limited 
vision 

• Ecosystem protection 

• Ignoring lithosphere 

• Geology – foundation of all ecosystem 

• Landscape - sense of place, identity, 
pride 

• ABC concept in environmental 
protection & conservation

(Abiotic, Biotic & Cultural)
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Lithosphere 

Hydrosphere
(Dark blue) 

Biosphere
(Green) 

Atmosphere
(Light blue) 

Missing Earth’s stories....
Rocks are foundation of all ecosystems!!



• One of the best ways to communicate the value of 

geoscience to the broader Australian community 

• Geotourism offers the potential for new businesses, 

industries and creating employment opportunities through 

the development of major projects 

• It encourages community engagement and sustainable 

socio-economic developments 

• By raising awareness of the importance of geoscience will 

increase tertiary enrolment in geoscience to meet Australia’s 

needs for geoscience graduates and researchers into the 

future 

@
A

L
L

 R
I

G
H

T
S

 
R

E
S

E
R

V
E

D
 Y

O
U

N
G

 
N

G
 

2
0

2
3



W H Y  W E  N E E D  T H E  N A T I O N A L  G E O T O U R I S M  

S T R A T E G Y  ( N G S ) ?  

• Coordination of all geotourism activities 

• Work out a national plan for more 

effective promotion and better use of 

available resources 

• Seven key strategic goals pursued by  

seven working groups 
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A G C ’ S  N A T I O N A L  G E O T O U R I S M  S T R A T E G Y  
( N G S )  

@ A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  Y O U N G  N G  2 0 2 3

Follow the development of a 
National Ecotourism Strategy 

in 1994 

AGC’s NGS has 7 major goals 
with 7 working groups taking 

care of all aspects of 
geotourism development  

AGC supports orderly 
development of major 

geotourism projects (including 
geoparks) and activities in line 

with global trends and 
domestic regional 

development imperatives  

AGC sees the articulation of a 
strategy with a staged and 
gradual approach as being 
essential to ultimately gain 

government endorsement at 
all levels in Australia



2 .  W H Y  I M P L E M E N T E D  B Y  T H E  A U S T R A L I A N  
G E O S C I E N C E  C O U N C I L  ( A G C ) ?
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• Australia’s top council of geoscientists

• The No.1 advisory body for formulating national 
policies associated with geoscience

• Represents eight major Australian geoscientific 
societies such as Geological Society of Australia 
and Australian Institute of Geoscientists

• Total membership of over 8,000 individuals 
comprising industry, government, and academic 
professionals in all fields of geoscience 



3 .  N G S ’ S  7  G O A L S  &  W O R K I N G  G R O U P S

• Development of new digital technologies to deliver and interpret for traveler or 

visitor, highlighting particularly geology and landscape

• Digital Geotourism maps for all states and territories 

• Australian Geotourism Survey (AGS) undertaken by the University of Tasmania 

(UTAS) is being designed as a comprehensive, Australia-wide research and 

market-based instrument, delivered online and through the nation’s vast 

tourism operator and organisational network 
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Goal 1 / Working group 1



G O A L  2  /  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  2

• To define an approval pathway for major

geotourism projects

• The AGC considers that the Ku-ring-gai, Glen Innes 

Highlands, and Murchison GeoRegion projects 

represent ideal pilot studies from which a national set 

of administrative procedures for geopark and geotrail 

development can be developed.    
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G O A L  3  /  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  3  

• Creating high quality, sustainable geotrails

• Works with the Geological Survey of every state 
on developing a national geotrail strategy

• New geotrails proposed in all states such as the 
West Coast Living Earth GeoTrail in TAS;  Brisbane 
Valley Rail Trail in Queensland; Port Macquarie 
and the Newcastle Coastal Geotrails in NSW, 
Kanawinka/Great Ocean Road 
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G O A L  4  /  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  4  

• To establish a national framework for 
geoheritage listings suitable for geotourism

• The Geotourism and Geological Heritage 
Standing Committees of the GSA confer 
with State/Territory Geological Surveys and 
other groups

• A geoheritage assessment toolkit has been 
developed

@
A

L
L

 R
I

G
H

T
S

 
R

E
S

E
R

V
E

D
 Y

O
U

N
G

 
N

G
 

2
0

2
3



G O A L  5  /  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  5

• Develop geotourism as a key driver for celebrating mining 

heritage and sustaining mining communities 

• Australian mining areas such as the Murchison Region of 

Western Australia (past) and present e.g. Kalgoorlie Boulder, 

Mt Isa and the Central Highlands of Queensland, the Hunter 

Valley of NSW, and Queenstown, Tasmania are to be explored 

for the potentials of developing geotourism
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G O A L  6 /  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  6

• To strengthen Australia’s international geoscience 
standing through geotourism excellence

• Co-operation with geoscience associations or 
research institutes such as Indonesian 
Association of Geologists (IAG), Indonesian 
Geoparks Network (IGN), Geological Society of 
China etc

• Sister relationship between parks, universities,  
encouraging more interaction and sharing of 
experiences
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G O A L  7  /  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  7  

• Enhance geoscience interpretation and 

communication skills of everyone actively in 

the presentation of geosites, enabling the 

provision of accurate and thematic information 

in an accessible manner

• Develop training packages and programmes

for interpretation and communications skills 

development, with professional development 

accreditation, for geoscientists and other 

natural and cultural heritage professionals
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4 . G E O P A R K  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  A U S T R A L I A
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The Kanawinka Case 
• Australia’s 1st national 

geopark in June 2008

• 26,910 sq. km across 
Victoria and SA and 9 LGAs 

• Otway Basin, recorded 
Australia’s rifting away from 
Gondwana 95 million years 
ago, with 374 volcanic sites, 
numerous limestone caves, 
lakes and many other 
significant geological sites 
and formations 



R E A S O N S  O F  F A I L U R E  

• Failed to obtain the approval of both State 
Governments and the Australian 
Government

• Inappropriate approach by not engaging 
with the State Government Geological 
Surveys

• Delisted 2012

@ A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  Y O U N G  N G  2 0 2 3



C U R R E N T  G E O P A R K  D E V E L O P M E N T  

• The AGC has obtained the approval of the 
Australian geological survey agencies (the 
GWG) of a process that may lead to future 
geopark development in Australia

• This process provides administrative 
procedures which require, as a first step, the 
establishment of a GeoRegion

• There are four proposed ‘Aspiring Geoparks’ 
projects in WA which are not recognised by 
the AGC because they do not follow the 
approved GeoRegion approach.
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C H A L L E N G E S  F A C I N G

• There is a different approach in promoting 
geopark establishment in Western Australia, 
creating confusing messages to 
governments and impacted communities.

• Australian Geoparks Network (AGN) and the 
Geoparks WA (GWA) set up by a small group 
of geopark enthusiasts.

• Supporters need to work together within the 
auspices of the National Geotourism Strategy 
with one voice.

• Lobbying takes patience and time.
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GEOPARK ENTHUSTS 

@ A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  Y O U N G  N G  2 0 2 3

• Australia has 20 UNESCO WHS & 4 MAB Reserves

• Global geopark movement is non-stoppable 

• Many geopark enthusiasts and supporters

• Extensive support of tourism industry, local community, 
majority of geoscience communities 

• Correct approach – state & federal governments’ approval, 
powerful lobbying needed 

Hopes



A P P R O A C H  

@ A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  Y O U N G  N G  2 0 2 3

Australian Geoscience Council 

National Geotourism Strategy

GeoRegion Approach  



G E O R E G I O N  

@ A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  Y O U N G  N G  2 0 2 3

GeoRegions are geographical 
regions comprising significant 

geological, ecological and 
cultural features for protection 
and sustainable development 

More acceptable approach 
and  branding to all 

governments at all levels and 
stakeholders 

Provides opportunities to 
demonstrate its functions and 

provide proven results 

Provides time for outreach 
activities and lobbying before 

any geopark nomination  

AGC currently supports Ku-
ring-gai Glen Innes & 

Murchison GeoRegions



5 . T A K E - A W A Y S  

@ A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  Y O U N G  N G  2 0 2 3

Australia needs geotourism to enhance its tourism industry by adding the missing 
geo-stories and estblishing new tourism destinations 

Geotourism creates new business and job opportunities, fosters sustainable 
development of regional economy, develops better sense of place and identity, 
encourages networking and friendship, brings about new research opportunities, 
and promotes geoscience to public

Geopark development faces challenges include concerns on land uses and 
ownership, as well as confusing approaches   

AGC’s GeoRegion approach makes better sense with support from governments 
and geoscience community

Geopark development in Australia is promising but very challenging, and more 
importantly takes a lot of patience and time
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Thank you!
Dr Young Ng  

oz.geotourism@gmail.com
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