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The peak body for Australian geoscience professional 
societies, representing some 8,000 geoscientists 

About the AGC



About The AusIMM

The AusIMM is the peak body for professional people working in the 

resources sector shaping careers, showcasing leadership, creating 

communities and upholding standards; with branches across Australia.

The Social and Environment Society aims to provide a balanced, informed 

voice supporting professionals in the mining industry involved in social 

and environment issues.

The Society embraces economic, governance, environmental and social 

(ESG) dimensions in the Resources Sector including post mining land usage 

and cultural heritage issues.



Todayõs 
Agenda

ü Understanding ecotourism & 

geotourism

ü A GeoRegion: Socio-economic 

benefits of geotourism

ü The National Geotourism Strategy

ü Goal 5 focusing on mining 

communities

ü Opportunities for the mining 

industry

ü Overseas exemplars

ü Take-Aways



Ecotourism 
&  

Geotourism
Concepts

üEcotourism is practised
predominantly in protected 
areas such as national parks 
whereas geotourism is 
undertaken also in all areas 
where primary industry 
activities are being carried 
out, whereas

üGeotourism is increasingly 
seen globally as an instrument 
of regional economic 
development .



Geotourism
ðôPlace 
based and 
Holisticõ

ü comprises the following features of both natural 
and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic ðnon-living aspects such as the sky, 
climate & geology, landscape and landforms : 
celebrating GEODIVERSITY.

ü Biotic ðthe living parts e.g., flora (plants) and  
fauna (animals): celebrating BIODIVERSITY.

ü Cultura l ðpast & present, both Aboriginal and 
post European settlement (incl. mining ), non-
living and built: celebrating HUMAN DIVERSITY.

ü Holistic in scope, geotourism is booming  
globally and a key driver for tourism, 
particularly in Europe and Asia. 
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Geotourism ðôPlace Basedõ Tourism



ôPlace Basedõ Geotourism incorporating 

all types of ônature-basedõ tourism

Astrotourism

Cuisine

Agritourism

Indigenous

Tourism

Heritage

Tourism

Cultural

Tourism

ECOTOURISM

Geotourism is
ôexperiential

tourismõ



Fundamentals of Geotourism

Geotourism is 
not 'geological 
tourismõ

Geotourism is 
rather ôplace 
basedõ



Defining a 
GeoRegion - the 
first step
in evaluating its 
potential 
development 

for geotourism

ü An area defined by a proponent (which 

might include a LGA e.g., Toowoomba 

Regional Council or a RDA e.g. Southeast 

Qld or Toowoomba Planning Regionhaving 

completed an approved tourism 

Destination Management Plan (DMP).

ü And the proponent now wishes to seek 

agreement from the State/Territory 

Geological Survey to designate a defined 

area of particular natural and cultural 

heritage which highlights outstanding 

geoheritage features .

i.e., a GeoRegion



Societal 
Benefits of
Developing a 
GeoRegionfor 
Geotourism

üBy celebrating the geological heritage 

of an identified GeoRegion, and in 

connection with all other aspects of 

the areaõs natural and cultural 

heritage (and most significantly, 

Aboriginal heritage), geotourism

enhances awareness and 

understanding of key issues facing 

society.

üGeotourism gives local people a sense 

of pride and strengthens their 

identification with a GeoRegion.



Employment 
Benefits of
Geotourism

Toowoomba
ôGeoRegionõ

ü Through geotourism, can significantly 
improve indigenous employment, and 
more broadly, regional employment.

üNew domestic employment and consulting 
opportunities for natural/cultural heritage 
professionals ðdesign of interpretation 
signage/boards, design of geotrails etc.

üManagement roles in potential mining 
parks and geoparks, regional development 
and LGAs.

üFlow-on employment in tour operations 
and townships resulting from increased 
tourism visitation.

üOpportunities for pastoralists to develop 
ôfarm stayõ and ôstation stayõ tourism 
operations.



Over-riding 
Socio-
economic 
Benefits of 
Geotourism 

Toowoomba
GeoRegion?

üMeasurable economic benefits through 
enhancement of traditional nature -based 
tourism - additional visitors, direct and 
regional economic output, household 
income and wages, and local (including 
Indigenous) employment.

üThrough establishment of a higher level of 
centralised coordination in areas of 
product development, travel and 
hospitality services, tourism 
promotion/branding.

üThrough its defined mission, community 
engagement is maximised and measured.



AGC National Geotourism Strategy Principles 

ü United national voice for geotourism development.

üWorking closely with government agencies at all 

levels to gain their support and endorsement.

ü Reaching out to other natural and cultural heritage 

specialists.

ü Engaging with local communities.



National 

Geotourism   

Strategic 

Goals #

1. Consideration of new digital technologies 

e.g., 3D visualisation, AR & VR etc, drones.

2. To define an approval pathway for major 

geotourism projects (currently three key 

national pilots).

3. To establish a framework for creating high 

quality, sustainable geotrails.

4. Develop geotourism in regional mining 

communities with potential geoheritage and 

cultural heritage sites: GOAL 5
 

#  Four of the total of seven strategic goals



Melbourne

Sydney

Brisbane

Cairns

Australiaõs GeoRegion Endeavours, 2023

Glen Innes

Murchison

Ku-ring-gaiPerth



Glen Innes Highlands
GeoRegion üApproved by the Glen Innes 

Severn Council area under a 

geotourism driven tourism DMP 

and under both regional 

economic development & DMP 

plans.

üCase study highlighted in the 

Austrade THRIVE 2030 strategy. 

üFull natural and cultural 

heritage audit completed.

üFunding approved for various 

geotrails and a major rail trail.

üMining heritage sites included.


