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GeoRegions, GeoTrailsand GeoParksare 
created for people & regions to THRIVE  



Murchison GeoRegionfirst seed planted  - 2009
YŜȅƴƻǘŜ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ άGeotourism- Providing a 
/ŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ   

ÅFACET Regional Tourism 
Conference Mount Magnet and 
the Murchison Region WA

ÅFACET Chair Prof Ross Dowling 

ÅKeynote Speaker Patrick Maher 
then senior geologist CSA Global 
and project leader for 
community geoheritageand 
geotourismgroups in Ireland 
and Australia  



GeoRegion& GeoTrailMap 
Å Located in the Mid West 

Mining and Pastoral 
Region of Western 
Australia 

Å Covers 7 unique Local 
Government Shires:  
Mount Magnet, Cue, 
Yalgoo, Sandstone, 
Murchison, Meekatharra, 
Wiluna

Å 281,200 square kilometres

Å Population 2,802 (2021)   





Early beginnings 

EARLY BEGINNINGS 

Å2009 Geotourismconcept introduced as a catalyst for regional development 

Å2012 Radio quiet Murchison Shire  - site selection confirmed for Square Kilometre
Array - largest and most sensitive radio telescope on earth  

Å2013 Mount Magnet Astro Rocks Fest - first annual event in region to celebrate 
the sky above and ancient earth beneath our feet 

Å2014 Mid West Development Commission (MWDC) established its Tourism 
Strategy, seeking input from the 7 Murchison Shires - which confirmed 
Geotourismas a significant future regional development opportunity  

ÅC!/9¢ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ a²5/ άGeotourismςGeoparks an Opportunity for the 
aƛŘǿŜǎǘΦέ  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ т {ƘƛǊŜǎΦ

Å2015 Mid West Development Commission adopted Geotourisminto the Mid 
West Regional Blueprint for what would become the Murchison GeoRegion



ÅThe ABC of Geotourism

A ςAbiotic (non - living) 

Geology, landforms, astronomy, 
climate

B ςBiotic (living)

Flora and fauna

C ςCultural (people)

Aboriginal and non Aboriginal ςpast 
and present 


