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GeoRegiongseoTrailand GeoParkare
created for people & regions to THRIVE




MurchlsonGeoReglomrst seed planted 2009
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AFACET Regional Tourism
FACE‘,‘Rego,,a, it Conference Mount Magnet and
the Murchison Region WA

AFACET Chair Prof Ross Dowling

AKeynote Speaker Patrick Maher
then senior geologist CSA Global
and project leader for
communitygeoheritageand
geotourismgroups in lreland
and Australia
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EARLY BEGINNINGS
A2009Geotourismconcept introduced as a catalyst for regional development

A2012 Radio c%uiet Murchison Shiresite selection confirmed for Squakelometre
Array- largest and most sensitive radio telescope on earth

A2013 Mount Magnet Astro Rocks Fefitst annual event in region to celebrate
the sky above and ancient earth beneath our feet

A2014 Mid West Development Commission (MWDC) established its Tourism
Strategy, seeking input from the 7 Murchison Shiregich confirmed
Geotourismas a significant future regional development opportunity

AC! /,9¢ t NB5aSy UGedtaud @@arles’ar@(?po;’;unit_y for the _
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A2015 Mid West Development Commission adop&ebtourisminto the Mid
West Regional Blueprint for what would become the MurchiGa@oRegion
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WESTERN AUSTRALTA

A ¢ Abiotic (non- living)

Geology, landforms, astronomy,
climate

B ¢ Biotic (living)
Flora and fauna
Cc Cultural(people)

Aboriginal and non Aboriginglpast
and present




Community members and stakeholders engaged I
a guest of discovery of previously known and new
sites based on the ABC@¢&otourism

Discovering a shareGeoRegion & = =
beyond every expectation of the |

already famous 6 historic
townships built on gold- and the
E)nly Shire in Australia without a
own

Discovering stories going back in

time to the very earliest beginnings
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A- Ablotlc (non living)

A Oldest terrestrial matterzircons
on the planet 4.39 billion years

A Fra%lments of all previous
confinental land masses
RODINIA, GONDWANA, PANGEA

All geological timescales
ARCHEAN, PROTEROZOIC,
PHANEROZOIC

Oldest recorded seismic rupture i
OF NIKQa 2t RSald hi
Meteorite impact craters
Seasonal lakes

Darkest clear night skies

o
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

B- Biotic (living)

A Ancient Fossils

Unique Fauna and Flora
adapted to harsh semi
arid environment

A Turtlesc cousins of dinosaurs

A Resident and migratory birds

A Lizards mimicking pebbles

A Trapdoor (and other) Spiders

A Mulgatrees with leaves an
extension of stems

A DesertKurrajongdeciduous in
summer

A Fields of wild flowers [Photo: M
Wingate GSWA]
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

C- Culture (people)

A Oldest living Aboriginal culture
A Ochre mine 43,000 years

A Recorded languages

A Local artists

A Largest gallery of Rock art in
Western Australia

A Pastoralism (Since 1865)
A Gold mining (Since 1887)
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murchiso
This enabled the initial georegion
A Identification of 21 key WESTERN AUSTRALIA

geological sites for &eotrail
across seven local government
areas

A Development of Branding, Trail
Guidebook, website, map and
free App for download

A Commencement by Shires to
develop interpretive signage and
merchandise

www.murchisongeoregioroom




™~

Y T




MurchisonGeoRegioR. pre- aspiring Geopark
Launch & Community Workshef:‘eptember 2020

A Funded by the 7 Local Governments in
Murchison Region

A Cosupported by MWDC
A Auspicedby the Shire of Mount Magnet

A Communll\Y Workshog Geoparks; A
Powerful New Tool For Regional

Development

A Fostering Tourism
A Attracting Investment
A Job Opportunities
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e journey continues

Project Working Group (PWG)
formalized with voting and non
voting members

Inaugural Pro;gct Manager
appointed by PWG

A jointly funded by the 7 Shires

A shared role with Regional
Development Australia Mid
West Gascoyne

A co-supported by MWDC
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A Strategic Plan
A Governance Structure

A Marketing and Communications
Plan

A GeoSiteManagement Plan

A Development of social media
platforms

Facebook

Instagram
@murchisongeoregion
#ancientlandsbrilliantskies
#murchisongeoregion
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WESTERN AUSTRALTIA

The Strategy

The Vision- [The change we want to create]
The ancient lands and brilliant skies of the MurchiGeoRegiom@re
recognized around the world as a premier tourism experience

The Mission- [our role in creating the change]

Showcasing our unigue environment to create sustainable economic
and social development by implementing the structures, systems and
processes that will support global recognition of the MurchfSsenRegion
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The Governance Model

AAIl international geoparks have governance arrangements that meet
UNESCO requirements

AThe Project Working Group resolved to form an Incorporated
Association in which:

- The seven Murchiso@eoRegiorshires will make up the initial
committee

- The model must be able to evolve over time
- The model will enable a range of stakeholders to participate
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The Next Steps

A Progress Governance and
stakeholder community
engagement

A Continue broad based program
delivery that underpins the
A,B,C ofseotourismand the
MurchisonGeoRegions
aspiration:

To achieve internationally
recognized Geopark Status
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To find out more about the MurchisgBeoRegion
WwWw.murchisongeoregion.com

ADownload a copy of the Murchis@eoRegiofrail Guide
ADownload the free app

AFacebook page @murchisongeoregion

Alnstagram @murchisongeoregion



http://www.murchisongeoregion.com/
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

MurchisonGeoRegiomand pre aspiring Geopark officially launched in Mount
Magnet, 18 September 2020 by

Mrs PatBarblettAM - Founder, Forum Advocating Cultural and Eco Tourism (right)
with Mrs Karen Morrissey OAM Inaugural Chair Project Working Group, supported

by GeoparkswWA



