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The cover of Anett Weisheit's geological guide to
the Larapinta Trail. Image courtesy Anett Weisheit
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Anett Weisheit hiking the Larapinta Trail. Image
courtesy Nigel Donnellan

The NT Division of the GSA is excited to
publish a guidebook to the geology and
landscape of the Larapinta Trail, written by
GSA-NT member Anett Weisheit. This is
the first official product published by the
Division, and hopefully the first of many.

The ~230-km long Larapinta Trail is in
Tjoritja/West MacDonnell National Park,
west of Alice Springs on Arrernte Country.
Itis rated as one of the most spectacular
outback hiking experiences in Australia,
attracting more than 5 000 national and
international visitors in 2022. Crossing the
West MacDonnell and Chewings ranges, this
desert landscape highlights its underlying

geology extremely well. Rocks along the trail
feature a variety of lithologies, minerals and
structures, and vary in age between
Quaternary and Paleoproterozoic.

Anett has brought an understanding of the
geology and landscape along the Larapinta
Trail to the public through hundreds of hours
of hiking, documenting and writing of this
well-illustrated guidebook. The guide
explains the local geology and features of the
landscape in almost 60 stops along the trail.
Each stop has several annotated photographs
and diagrams to explain basic geological
concepts to the interested, nonprofessional
public, including school students. The
guidebook comes with several simplified
geology maps (based on existing 1:250 000
map data) and a glossary. Each stop is
standalone, and many are accessible during

a day walk from one of the 12 access points
to the trail. Detailed feature stops in Alice
Springs explain basic concepts and the
regional geology, and highlight other points
of interest including natural history museums
and the Alice Springs Desert Park.

The guide follows the classic geotourism
ABC-approach (abiotic, biotic, culture;
Dowling 2013) and includes additional
information on local history, Aboriginal
culture, climate, flora and fauna. The book
has been professionally formatted and
designed, and printed by sustainable
Australian printers in A5 format with ring
binding, suitable for hiking and backpacking
(1000 copies in the first print run).

Anett's guidebook will be officially launched
at the GSA's premier conference - the
Australian Earth Science Convention —

in Perth later this year. She will give a
presentation and copies of the book will be
available for sale. If you are at the AESC
2023, we would love to see you at Anett's
presentation and to celebrate this achiev-
ement afterwards! Next steps may include a
local Alice Springs book tour and potential

The Larapinta Trail is famous for its spectacular landscapes, like here to the east of Brinkley Bluff, where
Chewings Range Quartzite forms prominent ridges and steep gorges surrounded by valleys of softer
gneisses and schists. Image courtesy Anett Weisheit

for future online talks and excursions for
GSA members. Stay tuned!

Members of the GSA-NT Division have spent
countless hours in-kind to manage the book
production and publishing process behind the
scenes. The Division contributed financially
through a 2023 geological calendar fund
raiser — the first of its kind at the GSA — as
well as contracting a professional publication
manager for advice. However, without the
help of our generous financial sponsors, we
would not have been able to complete this
project. The Australian Geoscience Council,
the GSA and Leisure Solutions® are major
sponsors, significantly supporting the layout
and print of this first edition. GreenGlass
Consulting, Cathy Brown, Ken and Helen
Bradstock, The Friends of the Larapinta Trail,
Trek Larapinta, Remote Tours Pty Ltd and Jens
R6Biger have all kindly contributed towards
the production of this book. We are also
grateful for the in-kind support from the
Northern Territory Government Department
of Industry, Tourism and Trade and the
Department of Environment, Parks and

Water Security.

Any profits from the sale of the guidebook
will be managed by the GSA-NT Division and
will be used to provide seed funding for new
outreach, education and geotourism projects
across the NT, including a reprint of the
guidebook as required. We are excited to
establish a GSA-NT bursary to support and
fund new geoscientific outreach initiatives in
the NT under a common brand. This bursary
will be a game changer for the underfunded
NT Division, and will provide a new self-
sustaining business model to benefit the
local, regional and international community.
To secure a pre-order of the guidebook please
see our Divisional webpage, or contact us via
gsa.northernterritory@gmail.com.
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