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What is the Purpose of Geoscience?

ü To explore, develop and explain the links between 

geological heritage and all other aspects of natural, 

cultural and intangible heritages. 

ü By studying these issues, geoscientists, along with 

other scientists and geographers (all ôgeo-

professionalsõ), can anticipate earth's future and 

examine any changes that may need to be made.



ôModern Day Explorersõð1978

Early Geotourism Insights

Authored a feature article in a 

new tourism journal  

describing the ônatural 

heritageõ of the mining area 

of Chillagoe, FarNQbased on 

observations as an exploration 

geologist in the early 1970s.



Geotourism 
is a natural 
fit for 
exploration 
geologists

ü Exploring the opportunity for 
discovery. 

ü Love of landscapes/great 
outdoors/travel.

ü Satisfying project work with 
challenges.

ü Learning new skills and 
knowledge.

ü Educating/enthusing others in 
an outdoor environment -
quite different from the 
museum experience.



Todayõs 
Agenda

ü Why the AGC interest?

ü What is geotourism and 

its delivery mechanisms?

ü The National Geotourism 

Strategy

ü Ku-ring-gai GeoRegion

ü The gold in geotourism

ü Take-Aways



The peak body for Australian geoscience professional 

societies, representing some 8,000 geoscientists 

About the AGC



The Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) is 

the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia. 

The AGC seeks to raise the profile of Geoscience 

in the broader Australian community by 

(amongst other strategies) by

ü supporting Geoscience education in primary 

and secondary schools;and 

ü educating the community through 

geotourism and outreach.



ü Geotourism offers the potential for new 

industries and employment 

opportunities for geoscientists through 

the development of major projects 

within Australia.

ü Geotourism offers one of the best ways 

to communicate the value of 

geoscience to the broader Australian 

community. 

Dr Jon Hronsky OAM, Steering Committee Chair



ü In Australia, we have embraced the 
inclusive nature of the geotourism concept 
and have understood the inter -relationship 
between natural and cultural heritage 
elements, but it is not geological tourism .

ü By focusing on the geology and 
geomorphology (i.e., physical geography ) as 
well as the ecology and culture arising from 
these geological characteristics, it is 
believed in Australia that geotourism adds 
considerable content value to traditional 
nature-based tourism as well as to cultural 
tourism, inclusive of Aboriginal tourism .



ü Geotourism has links with adventure 
tourism, cultural tourism, ecotourism, 
wildlife tourism, astrotourism , and 
agritourism , but is not synonymous with any 
of these forms of tourism, although in broad 
terms it embraces them all because it is 
essentially ôplace-based.õ 

ü Geotourism is undertaken in all areas, 
including places utilised by people (cultural 
tourism) and where primary industry 
activities (i.e., agriculture/agritourism, 
mining, and forestry) are prevalent, and in 
areas with Aboriginal land tenure or are 
subject of cultural interest. It is therefore 
about the place, regardless of its condition .



Cultural 
heritage
benefits of 
geotourism 

ü Holistic Aboriginal Culture 
elements linked to 
landscape and astral 
interpretation (ôsky 
countryõ).

ü For Australia, an enhanced 
understanding of cultural 
elements of post European 
settlement.

ü Extensive mining heritage.

ü Other primary industry and 
historic cultural elements.



Geotourism: 
place based 
and holistic

comprises the following features of both 

natural and cultural heritage:

ü Abiotic ðnon-living aspects such as 

the climate & geology e.g. landscape 

and landforms: GEODIVERSITY

ü Biotic ðthe living parts eg. fauna 

(animals) and flora (plants): 

BIODIVERSITY

ü Cultural ðpast & present, non -living 

and built: HUMAN DIVERSITY

Holistic in scope, geotourism is the key 

driver for UNESCO Geoparks, World 

Heritage Areas, and Australian National 

Landscapes.



Founded in 1945  - 193 member states

UNESCO

Man and the Biosphere

World Heritage

UNESCO Global Geoparks



Australiaõs UNESCO Sites

Program Sites

World Heritage, not including the 

FRWHA nomination (SA) or the proposed 

Central Victorian Goldfields WHA listing.

20

Man and the Biosphere 4

UNESCO Global Geoparks 0

There are currently 177 Global UNESCO Global Geoparks in 46 
countries, of which 41 are located in China, and one for NZ next year.



UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS

UNESCO Global Geoparks are single unified geographical 

areas where sites and landscapes of international 

geological significance are managed with a holistic 

concept of protection, education and sustainable 

development. 

While a global geopark must demonstrate geological 

heritage of international significance , the purpose of a 

geopark is to EXPLORE, develop and celebrate the links 

between that geological heritage and all other aspects of 

the areas natural, cultural, and intangible heritages. 



Melbourne

Sydney

Brisbane

Warrumbungle

Etheridge 

Cairns

Australiaõs unsuccessful Aspiring UNESCO 

Global Geopark projects 2008/2018

Kanawinka



ü In November 2009, Environment and 

Heritage Ministers decided, after 

consultation with Resource Management 

Ministers (advised by Geological Surveys), 

that whilst Australian governments support 

geological heritage, they had significant 

concerns with the application of the 

UNESCO Geoparks concept in Australia, 

especially without government 

endorsement. Existing mechanisms are 

considered sufficient to protect 

geoheritage.

ü This represents currently the only formal 

policy decision of all Australian 

Governments relating to geoparks.

Australian 

Government 

policies 

relating to 

geopark 

development



Three
lessons
learnt -
geotourism 
development

1. KANAWINKA ðBoth State Governments and 

the Australian Governments need to approve 

UNESCO geopark development.

2. WARRUMBUNGLE ðnon-protected areas 

deemed to have future exploration and mining 

potential are ôoff limitsõ for geopark 

development.

3. ETHERIDGE ðexisting land holders e.g., 
graziersdonõt like changes to the status quo 
and are wary of tourism development and 
UNESCO involvement.



Why a 

National 

Geotourism 

Strategy?

ü Unique opportunity for engaging the broader 

community with geoscience.

ü With COVID-19, domestic tourism is now 

looking for innovative product development .

ü Major opportunity for rural and regional 

development , focusing on both natural and 

cultural heritage, both mining and Aboriginal .

ü Emerging grass-roots community support for a 

range of geotourism projects nationally.

ü To gain support of geotourism projects by 

governments through the Geoscience Working 

Group (GWG).


