22

The AGU Chapman Conference on Submarine Volcanism post-conference field trip to Cape Grim, northwest Tasmania. Field trip participants appreciate the
Green Hills Volcanic megapillow outcrop displaying beautiful, radiating columnar joints. Image courtesy Rhiannan Mundana from TAG 184, September 2017

Standing committees

In 2002, the GSA had two standing committees: the Stratigraphic
Names Committee and a Heritage Committee.

The Stratigraphic Names Committee was set up to provide
orderly use of stratigraphic names in Australia, particularly to
avoid duplication of names and to help authors define or redefine
units adequately. It has a National Convenor and Divisional
subcommittees. The name was changed to Australian
Stratigraphy Commission in 2006 to reflect an involvement in
wider stratigraphic issues other than just unit names, and in
keeping with the name of the International Commission on
Stratigraphy. The national convenors since 2002 have been
Albert Brakel (to 2008) and Cathy Brown (2008 to present).
Cathy manages the Australian Stratigraphic Units Database at
Geoscience Australia and publishes a regular Stratigraphic
Column in TAG.

The Heritage Committee is the central organisation for
geological conservation in GSA and seeks to promote the
understanding and conservation of the geological heritage in
Australia. National Convenors of the Heritage Committee have
been Bernie Joyce (1983-2003), Susan White (2006-2010)
and Margaret Brocx (2010-present). Susan initiated the regular
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Heritage Matters feature in TAG that continues to be written by
Margaret. Apart from a National Convenor, many of the state
Divisions have heritage subcommittees. The latter have been
active on local heritage issues beyond the scope of the National
Convenor, such as management and planning issues that
may affect significant geological sites. Some of the states’
subcommittees maintain lists or databases of significant sites
within their jurisdictions, but discussion on appropriate schemas
for a national database is ongoing.

After a workshop on geoheritage and geotourism at the AESC
in 2010, the Heritage Committee recommended that the EC should
establish a working group on geotourism, noting that although
there was some overlap, they were not synonymous. This
culminated in a Geotourism Subcommittee of 11 members, chaired
by Angus Robinson, being formed within the Heritage Committee
in 2011. The subcommittee was to provide advice to the Standing
Committee about existing and proposed geotourism activities,
to ensure that such activities foster geoheritage conservation
through appropriate sustainability measures, and advance sound
geological understanding through interpretation. One of its first
initiatives was to establish links with the Australian National
Landscapes program, which focused on eco-tourism.



By 2014, however, it was clear that the agenda of the
subcommittee and disagreement on other matters were creating
tension within the Heritage Committee. The new GC decided to
create a separate Geotourism Committee Standing Committee,
with Angus Robinson as its Chair. State subcommittees were
established in SA, NSW and Tas. The committee provided input
into proposals for geotrails being implemented or considered by
various government agencies, university and community groups
in WA, Tas, Qld, NSW, SA and Vic.

In 2016, the Geotourism Committee commenced a dialogue
with the Chief Government Geologists Geoscience Working
Group (GWG) about geotourism and delivery mechanisms, such
as UNESCO Global Geoparks and geotrails. The GWG were not
supportive of the creation of UNESCO Global Geoparks without
commonwealth and state/territory government agreement.
The establishment of geoparks (or identifying georegions as an
alternative, less controversial concept) within Australia is a highly
| sensitive and political topic. GSA’'s policy on this issue was
| discussed extensively within the EC and raised at GC meetings.
| Consequently, in 2018, Phil Gilmore put together a draft strategy
on how the GSA could occupy the geotourism space, with clear
emphasis on a focus on geotrails. Angus Robinson resigned as
Chair of the Geotourism Standing Committee in 2018 and took
up a role with the AGC to develop a National Geotourism
Strategy. The committee has subsequently been chaired by
Mark Assendorf (2019-2021) and David Robson (2021-present).
The committee and its subcommittees continue to raise
awareness of the potential for, and realisation of, geotourism.

A Finance and Risk Committee (FRC), chaired by Jim Ross,
was formed in 2008. It has played a central role in ensuring
a firm financial foundation for the GSA, particularly helping it
recover from the 2009 global financial crisis. One of its principal
objectives was to facilitate consolidation of GSA accounts to
ensure legal compliance and provide a clearer picture of the
GSA's finances and assets. At the time, a large proportion of GSA
funds were held by Divisions, Branches and Specialist Groups in
a large number of accounts, mostly as cash and generating low
returns. Divisions and Specialist Groups were encouraged to
transfer their reserve funds into GSA's Central Investment
Platform, a diversified investment portfolio managed by the
Shadforth Financial Group. Other objectives of the FRC were

[1-r] Simon Beams,
Principal Geologist Terra
Search Pty Ltd; Rick Spence,
Regional Geologist,
Queensland Department

of Natural Resources and
Mines; Bob Henderson,
Adjunct Professor James Cook
University, former President
GSA; Rob Cameron,
Owner/Operator NQ Marble
Quarry with the Chinaman
Creek Limestone -

a Federation Rock in situ
before being transported to
the National Rock Garden.
Image courtesy Simon Beams
from TAG 169, December 2013

to develop a budgeting mechanism with a clear picture of the
cash income and cost of operations, and a strategy to actively
work the Central Office assets to consistently fund GSA's
strategic initiatives.

With the election of the new GC in 2014, Jim Ross stepped
down and a new FRC drawn from the members of the GC was
formed. It was given the authority to enact routine financial
decisions that previously required EC or GC endorsement.
A concerted, largely successful effort was made to convince
Divisions and Specialist Groups to consolidate their separate
accounts into the one central account managed by the Central
Business Office. The entities now have credit cards to draw on
their funds from the central account, and/or forward invoices to
the office for payment. This has simplified consolidated reporting
and accounting and greatly reduced overall banking costs, such
as audit fees.

The final Standing Committee is the National Awards
Committee, chaired by the immediate Past President. Members
are co-opted from relevant Specialist Groups to consider
the nominations received for presentation of awards at the
Australian Earth Sciences Convention.

Biennial conferences

The biennial conference is the biggest event on the GSA calendar.
[t allows geoscientists from around Australia to share their latest
research across a broad range of fields, and provides important
opportunities for networking. It also provides an opportunity for
the presentation of national awards, the holding of the Society's
AGM, and for Specialist Groups and Standing Committees to hold
face-to-face business meetings. The conference has traditionally
moved around the Divisions according to a set schedule. Before
the governance changes in 2014, the host Division also provided
the Executive for the following two years. A recent change now
allows Divisions to bid for the right to hold the conference and
retain a share of any surplus.

Up to 2004, the title of the event was the Australian
Geological Convention. In 2006 it changed to Australian Earth
Science Convention (AESC), when GSA jointly hosted the event
with the Australian Society of Exploration Geophysicists. In 2012,
the normal timing of the AESC coincided with the 34th IGC in
Brisbane. This was one of the highlights of the last two decades,
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