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Geoparks: 1997 to the present

NESCO's Executive Board recently approved the
U designation of eight new UNESCO Global Geoparks,

bringing the number of sites participating in the Global
Geoparks Network (GGN) to 177 in 46 countries. Luxembourg
and Sweden joined the GGN this year with the designation of
their first geoparks. This announcement brings to mind the
20-year-plus origins of the Geopark Programme and its objectives
as they relate to both valuing geoheritage and associated social
and economic development.

Historically, the seed of the current UNESCO trademarked
Global Geoparks Programme has its beginnings in 1997 and
1999, when UNESCO work plans adopted by the United Nations
29th and 30th General Conferences reflected the recognition
that “a good knowledge of geological heritage, and a healthy
respect for all it represents as an important factor in the holistic
approach for sustainable development”. The objective of this
program was to establish a global network of selected territories
that integrate the preservation of extraordinary examples
of Earth's geological heritage in a strategy for regional socio-
economic development.

In 2004, 17 European and eight Chinese geoparks came
together at UNESCO headquarters in Paris to form the GGN,
where national geological heritage initiatives contribute to and
benefit from their membership of a global network of exchange
and cooperation.

In 2006, an informal network of people in SA and Vic,
supported by local governments, were inspired to pursue
the UNESCO Geoparks Model for sustainable tourism and
geoeducation. As a result, the volcanic region of Kanawinka
(former) Geopark was successfully listed as a Global Geopark in
2008. That is, the 26,910-km? area known as the Kanawinka
Geopark was recognised by UNESCO as being an area of global
geoheritage significance meeting the GGN selection criteria. It
was the first geopark in Australia, and the 57th in the world to
be recognised by UNESCO. This volcanic region encompassed the
Flinders Ranges from eastern SA to the Western Plains of Vic,
in an area known as the Volcanoes Discovery Trail. However,
controversy and competing interests in land use followed and,
without federal government support, Kanawinka was de-listed
as a Global Geopark in 2012.
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Later, in 2015, UNESCO Global Geoparks were officially
adopted as a UNESCO Programme by all the UNESCO State
members. However, while there are 66 UNESCO Geoparks in the
Asia-Pacific Region, and 177 geoparks globally, there are
none in the Pacific region. That is, Australia is not one of the
46 countries with UNESCO Geoparks that supports the
Programme.

The UNESCO Geoparks Programme fills a gap in the
international undertakings for Earth heritage protection. It aims
to satisfy the strong demand from the international geoscience
community to provide the framework for an international
program for an appreciation of geoheritage and conservation of
geodiversity.
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