New government visitor economy strategy

embraces geotourism and GeoRegions

the recent release of the Australian Government's THRIVE
2030 Visitor Economy Strategy. This strategy sets out to

assist the tourism industry and governments in setting a plan for
sustainable, long-term growth of the visitor economy over the
next 10 years. The vision covers expansion in opportunities for
high-quality visitor experiences, growth in tourism businesses
that are globally competitive and sustainable, and creation of
jobs and infrastructure to benefit Australian communities.

Geotourism is one means of raising the profile of the
geosciences in Australia. It will increase public awareness of the
many unique geological features and history of our continent,
and even attract more students into the geosciences. It is part
of the growing national and international demand for high-
quality tourism and cultural experiences that match the visual
with the explanatory. Geotrails can begin at the airport doors.

One of the key actions of the THRIVE 2030 Strategy is to
‘grow and develop high-quality products and experiences around
unique Australian locations and themes, including approaches
which integrate sustainable nature tourism with economic
opportunities for Traditional Owners, and reflect emerging
tourism trends such as geotourism! The AGC is pleased to see
that the goals of the AGC's National Geotourism Strategy (NGS),
launched just over 12 months ago, are complementary to this
action. We are also pleased to see recognition within the THRIVE
2030 Strategy for the need to integrate natural and cultural
heritage. These are core to the design of geotourism offerings.

In a submission last year to this 'Reimagining the Visitor
Economy' inquiry, the AGC has argued that a staged and
incremental approach to geotourism development is essential to
gaining government endorsement and community support at all
levels. The NGS is designed to support the orderly development
of major geotourism projects, such as GeoRegions, and other
activities in line with overseas trends and domestic regional
development imperatives.

The Australian Geoscience Council (AGC) has welcomed

The inclusion of a geotourism case study within the Strategy
documentation — the NSW Glen Innes Highlands aspiring
GeoRegion — represented a major step in crystallising and
advancing geotourism concepts. The Highlands region is rich in
natural and cultural heritage, boasting impressive landforms,
waterways, vegetation, wildlife and unique cultural heritage,
including extensive mining heritage sites. The region aims to
become a model geotourism destination in line with the NGS.
Local First Nations peoples, state government agencies, local
councils and other interest groups are working together to
develop geotrails. A tourism package could incorporate the
Australian Standing Stones monument, local mining heritage
sites, World Heritage national parks, museums, festivals and
events.

Geotrails being developed include the New England Rail Trail,
the Glen Innes Highlands Skywalk, Fossickers Way Touring Route,
the Stonehenge Recreational Reserve, the World Heritage Way,
the World Heritage Walk, and State Tourist Drive 11 — Miners
Way. The geotrails will be brought to life through interactive
visual and sound experiences, and digital interpretations.
The Glen Innes case study suggests that this region is likely to
be one of three Australian GeoRegions to be nominated as
an ‘'Aspiring UNESCO Global Geopark: The others are the
Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park and Northern Beaches coastline
of NSW and the outback Murchison region of Western
Australia.

The AGC commends the extensive work program (with seven
key goals) now being implemented by working parties under the
direction of a steering committee led by former Chair of the AGC
Jon Hronsky. It is also being strongly supported by its member
organisations, spearheaded by the GSA.
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