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Society Update
Geotourism

National Tourism Strategy recognises geotrails

been the recent release by the Australian government

through Austrade of THRIVE 2030. This is Australia's new
national strategy for the long-term sustainable growth of the
visitor economy (tinyurl.com/thrive-2030). The strategy provides
a good framework with which geotourism initiatives can be
aligned.

B n important development for geotourism in Australia has

The spectacular Egg Beach can be reached via a short but rocky coastal walk.
These high-energy beach deposits have been deposited in the last 8000 years
following sea-level rise after the Jast ice age. All images courtesy Furneaux
Geotrail

Fotheringate Bay offers fine views of the nearby Strzelecki Peaks. Exposures
of Devonian Granite and karstified Pleistocene calcarenite can be examined
via the coastal track that links to the picnic area at Trousers Point.
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As an example of positive developments, the report features
a case study on the Aspiring Glen Innes GeoRegion in the New
England region of NSW. It also recognises both the Ku-ring-gai
GeoRegion (which embraces the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park
and extends to include the Northern Beaches of Sydney) and the
Murchison GeoRegion in WA. These GeoRegions are all aspiring
to be nominated as potential UNESCO Global Geoparks.
Significantly, the Ku-ring-gai and Murchison GeoRegion projects
are both designated pilots of the National Geotourism Strategy
(NGS) and feature a variety of geotrails, both regional and
localised.

THRIVE 2030 will undoubtedly raise the profile and relevance
of the NGS within government circles and the Australian tourism
industry in general. It is predicted that interest in geotrail
development will escalate around Australia over the next
few years, particularly given the highlighting of geotrail
establishment in each of the three GeoRegions. i

The GSA Geotourism Standing Committee has a key role in
the NGS of promoting geotrails. The committee will help provide
advice and guidance to the various GeoRegion steering
committees, and to all who are interested in pursuing geotourism
initiatives, such as local government authorities, government
agencies (eg, state geological surveys), Traditional Owners,
community groups and other land managers.

One such geotrail that demonstrates how geotourism is part
of a broader tourism strategy has recently been established on
Flinders Island, the largest of the 52 islands in the Furneaux
Group dotted across Bass Strait, north-east of Tas. Flinders Island
is spectacularly wild and rugged. It is renowned for its unspoilt
beaches, rugged rocky coasts, impressive mountains, remote
islands, bush tracks and trails, rich agricultural land, lagoons,
wetlands, conservation areas and national parks. It also possesses
spectacular and significant geological features that have formed
over the last 420 million years.

Flinders Island forms part of the Bassian Rise, an elevated
horst of Palaeozoic basement that was uplifted as the Australian
and Antarctic continents started to separate about 185 million
years ago. The oldest exposed rock types are the Mathinna Beds,
which were deposited as a thick sequence of turbiditic muds and
sands in the Late Silurian-Early Devonian. These sediments were
intruded by widespread Devonian granites that give Flinders
Island much of its distinctive landscape today. About 20 million
years ago, terrestrial sediments and basaltic lavas were deposited
in eroded valleys, followed by a marine transgression and the
deposition of fossiliferous limestone.




The documented geotrail consists of 26 geosites, which
provide an opportunity to learn about the geology and important
geological events that have shaped the current landscape. It also
takes visitors to the most beautiful locations on Flinders Island.
Although 11 of the geosites are marked with interpretation
signage, most are virtual geosites that can be viewed using the
GeoTrail app. This allows users to visit all of the geosites on
their smartphone, iPad or computer and contains additional
information and photos about each of the geosites. An A3 fold-
out map with descriptions of sites can be downloaded from
furneauxgeotrail.flinders.tas.gov.au. An informative brochure
highlighting the major features of the geotrail can also be
downloaded (tinyurl.com/furneaux-geotrail).

The development of tourism, including geotourism, in remote
locations can bring challenges associated with increased visitor
numbers. The Furneaux Geotrail is an initiative of the Flinders
Island community, who are applying "regenerative tourism
principles” (cf. Bellato et al., 2022) to minimise ecological impact
and develop tourism practices aligned with local community
wellbeing.

The geotrail was developed through the assistance and
support of the Tasmanian Government (Tasmania Departments
of State Growth and Parks and Wildlife Service and the
Tasmanian Community Fund), the Flinders Council, the Furneaux
Museum and the Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal.

If you are interested in visiting, Flinders Island is well serviced
via regular flights and charter flights
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mania and Dale Williams Coordinator,
Furneaux Geotrail for this article.

DAVID ROBSON
Chair, GSA Geotourism Standing

Committee
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