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Society Update
Geotourism

eologically interesting sites will always grab people's

attention. This has been particularly true in recent periods

of restricted travel, when people have taken to visiting
and walking their local geosites and geotrails close to home. The
Geotourism Standing Committee provides advice to the GSA
membership (through the Governing Council) about advancing
and promoting geotourism development in Australia. Our
committee, made up of people passionate about raising
awareness of these sites through outreach and engagement, is
quite small in numbers but big in ideas. Our current members,
with their state/territory affiliations, are: David Robson (Chair),
Mike Vickery (Tas), lan Lewis (SA), Young Ng (international),
Monica Yeung (ACT), Ken Moule (Qld), and Mike Freeman, Ross
Dowling and Alan Briggs (WA). Yes, we are looking for additional
members, particularly in less well-represented regions! Please
contact either myself, past GSA President Jo Parr or your local
state/territory Divisional committee if you'd like to join.

One piece of work tackled by a few members of our committee
is developing a toolkit to help identify and assess potential geosites
of interest, and understand any associated potential sensitivities
(eg, environmental, geoheritage, cultural). This method for detailed
assessment will allow us to highlight geosites that are suitable for
geotrails, and help maximise interpretation of significant natural
and cultural heritage. When completed, the toolkit will be available
to members via the GSA website.

The committee is currently updating a list of publicly
accessible geotourism sites and potential geotrails throughout
Australia. These include:

e the recently established Furneaux Geotrail on Flinders

Island in Bass Strait™.

e various well-known rail trails in southeast Qld
e informative field guides in SA that could become geotrails
linked to the Wild South Coast Way Trail (Cape Jervis to

Victor Harbour), or between Field River and Hallett Cove

near Adelaide
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Iconic Warrumbungle profile: Crater Bluff (left), Belougery Spire (centre) and The Breadknife (right). Image courtesy lan Percival

e a'Goyder Geotrail' following the ‘Goyder Line’ from east to
west in SA.

In the NT, a new geological guide will soon be published on
the Larapinta Trail in the MacDonnell Ranges west of Alice
Springs. This Australian Inventory of Geotrails, compiled by our
committee, is contributing directly to the Australian Geoscience
Council (AGC)'s National Geotourism Strategy Goal 3 on
Geotrails. The inventory will soon be available on both the GSA
and AGC websites. It is a work in progress that will detail more
than 50 geosites throughout Australia, with links to appropriate
websites for additional information. Over the next few issues of
TAG, we hope to describe some of these geosites and geotrails in
more detail.

Geotrail developments

In the remainder of this article, | will briefly highlight some recent
geotrail developments in regional NSW, and some geosites/
geotrails in and around Perth and regional WA. Although most
of this information is available online, the purpose of this article
is to make members aware of these geotourism sites. )

NSW geotrails

Over the past few years, the Geological Survey of NSW (GSNSW)
has developed three excellent geotrails: the Newcastle Coastal
Geotrail, which covers about 10 km of coastal walk from near
Newcastle CBD: the Port Macquarie Coastal Geotrail, covering
about 4 km near Port Macquarie CBD; and the five geotrails
of the Warrumbungle National Park. GSNSW has worked with
councils, universities and community groups to develop these.
Consequently, a wealth of information is available online and the
trails are supported with smartphone apps as virtual tours. Each
of these geotrails provides a unique, interactive experience for
visitors, school groups and people living in the area.

The Warrumbungle National Park geotrails are about 30 km
west of Coonabarabran in north-central NSW. A series of geotrail




tours tell the story of a huge, extinct volcano, the remnants of
which now form the landscape of the park. The accompanying
image shows an overview of the Warrumbungle landscape from
Grand High Tops. The project was a collaboration between
Department of Regional NSW (GSNSW), NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service, Warrumbungle Shire Council,
Warrumbungle Environmental Educational Centre and local
Aboriginal representatives.

The geotrails follow three of the Warrumbungle National
Park's main bushwalking trails, an accessible walking tour in the
Central Valley, and a road-based tour that runs east-west across
the park. Virtual tours can be viewed by downloading the free
NSW GeoTours app (available from tinyurl.com/GeoToursApp)
onto your smartphone or tablet. The key points of interest for
each tour have been geo-tagged to pop up when you reach the
site. An introduction gives an overview of the geotrails and the
geology. The five tours, which are tailored to meet the differing
needs of visitors, are:

1. Warrumbungle Self-drive Geotrail, including audio for 22
stops from east to west across the park

2. Central Valley Geotrail, with walking tours including
Warrumbungle Visitor Centre, Camp Blackman and Wambelong
Nature Track

3. Belougery Split Rock Geotrail, which follows the 4.6-km
walking track around the lava dome

4. Grand High Tops Circuit Geotrail, which follows the

15-km walking track to the Breadknife and Lughs Throne

at the summit of the Grand High Tops

5. Mount Exmouth Geotrail, which follows the 17-km walking
track to the highest point of the national park.

A pocket-sized geotrails brochure (found online at
tinyurl.com/WarrumbungleBrochure] is also available from the
Visitors Centre. It tells the story of Warrumbungle Volcano and
highlights geological features so that visitors can identify various
rock types and learn about the eruption history. A three-minute
video about the national park and featuring the geotrails can
also be viewed at tinyurl.com/WarrumbungleVideo.

Geosites and geotrails in and around Perth

Urban geotourism can be just as fascinating as regional sites.
The Geological Survey of Western Australia (GSWA) provides
easy-to-read, portable pamphlets for those who would like to
discover the geology of Perth and its surrounds.

The Stepping Stones Trail leads from east Perth to the foot of
Kings Park, where there is a floating granite sphere, heritage
gardens and other geological features. Again, the trail is supported
by an app. A pamphlet and instructions for downloading the app
are both available from tinyurl.com/GSWA-SteppingStones.

The floating granite sphere in Forrest Place is sculpted from
WA orbicular granite and is perfectly balanced so that it rotates
unassisted on a film of water. The sphere was quarried on
Boogardie Station near Mount Magnet, 600 kilometres northeast
of Perth.

_ The.spectacular texture is characterised by large, closely
" spaced, light to dark-grey, egg-shaped orbicules of hornblende
and plagioclase feldspar that lie in a groundmass of granite.
A large vein of quartz and feldspar cuts across the rock.

A second trail involves a walk @»
along St Georges Terrace in Perth's
CBD. Featured are fagades,
pavements, stairways and columns
made from many different polished
and honed rock types. An example is
Rapakivi granite in the facade and
columns of the Chamber of Minerals
and Energy, characterised by large,
round crystals of pinkish-brown
orthoclase rimmed with pale green
plagioclase, accessory hornblende
and biotite. A nearby foyer
showcases five colourful green
elements that make up a faux marble
wall with white, marble steps and

multicoloured, mosaic marble tiles.
Government House archway.
Image courtesy Department of
Mines, Industry Regulation and
Safety (WA)

Floating orbicular granite -
sphere in Forrest Place, Perth.
Image courtesy Department of
Mines, Industry Regulation and
. Safety (WA)

Government House, which was completed in 1864, is a
heritage two-storey mansion in the Jacobean Revival style,
complete with turrets. Stonework around the archway is in
Tamala limestone, a commonplace building stone for early Perth,
which sets off the facade's Flemish bond brickwork. The Tamala
limestone is in blocks, columns and pillars, and includes some
simple carved patterns.

Regional WA geotrails

WA has many interesting regional geotourism sites, geotrails and
geoevents. These include the trail along the former eastern
railway in the John Forrest National Park, and Meckering, where
an earthquake struck 50 years ago (see the GSWA booklet
produced for the 50th anniversary, downloadable at
tinyurl.com/Meckering). The annual Astro Rocks Fest in
Mt Magnet is a geoevent that attracts thousands of people.

In the pipeline is a geotrail that includes the wheatbelt
granite outcrops, the Margaret River area and WA's south coast.
Finally, seven shires in the state’s mid-west are championing and
promoting the Murchison Georegion (tinyurl.com/WA-Murchison).
This area of more than 40 000 square kilometres encompasses
21 geosites — more details will follow in TAG next year.

DAVID ROBSON
Chair, GSA Geotourism Standing Committee
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