<= murchison
-‘ georegion

WESTERN AUSTRALTIA

Murchison GeoRegion
Arcrent bands Briliant skies

“Our Journey”

Mrs Karen Morrissey OAM
Chair - Murchison GeoRegion and Aspiring UNESCO Global Geopark
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The Project

"We share a big vision - to create a UNESCO
Global Geopark within the Murchison
GeoRegion”

« Launched in September 2020 with 21
identified geosites.

 Funded by the seven local governments in
the Murchison Region and auspiced by the
Shire of Mount Magnet
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The Why

The Murchison GeoRegion takes you on a journey through a unique and ancient

landscape full of stories that reach back almost to the Earth’s beginning some 4.54

billion years ago. The GeoRegion’s self-drive trail visits 21 sites of national and
international, natural and cultural significance.

and seasonal lakes
BIOTIC (living): Dinosaur fossils, ancient scorpions, unique flora and fauna

CULTURE (people): Oldest living Aboriginal culture, oldest ochre mine, rock art,
kpastoralism (1865) and gold mining (1887)

4 N /The Region: )
The Geology: Contains fragments of all previous
Spans all of the geological timescales: continental landmasses through
Archean, Proterozoic and Phanerozoic Eart_h_s history:

\_ Y, \Rodlnla, Gondwana and Pangea /

/ABIOTIC (non-living): Ancient landscapes, meteorite craters, remnant volcanos N
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Walga Rock (Walgahna), Cue




Peace Gorge, Meekatharra



The Granites, Mount Magnet




Wooleen Lake, Murchison



London Bridge, Sandstone
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Jokers Tunnel, Yalgoo
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The Journey - Stage One

 Identification of 21 key geological sites

murch|son

across seven local government areas A

« Launch of the Murchison GeoRegion and s E&Eifzifizi::f:‘:fe‘:s'zﬁ:?
pre-Aspiring Geopark - September 2020 it

« Development of Branding, Trail e —

Guidebook, website, map and free App
for download

5 Read about the geological and cultural

- Shires have commenced development of S P

Al journey

site signage and merchandise

WWW.murchisongeoregion.com.au


http://www.murchisongeoregion.com.au/
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The Journey - Stage Two
Appointment of a Project Manager

A skilled resource to get things done.
 Jointly funded by the 7 Shires.
« Can work independently across the region.

« Shared role with RDA Mid West Gascoyne.
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The Journey - Stage Three

 Strategic Plan and Governance Structure
» Marketing and Communications Plan

« Development of social media platforms

« Facebook

&

« Instagram

@murchisongeoregion
#ancientlandsbrilliantskies
#murchisongeoregion
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The Strategy

The Vision - the change we want to create

The ancient lands and brilliant skies of the Murchison GeoRegion are

recognised around the world as a premier tourism experience

The Mission - our role in creating the change

Showcasing our unique environment to create sustainable economic
and social development by implementing the structures, systems and
processes that will support global recognition of the Murchison

GeoRegion
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The Governance Model

 All international geoparks have governance arrangements that
meet UNESCO requirements.

« The Project Working Group is considering a number of
Governance models:

« The seven Murchison Region Shires will make up the initial
committee

« The model must be able to evolve over time

« The model must allow for a range of stakeholders to
participate
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The Next Steps

« Continue broad-based program delivery
that underpins the A, B, C of
Geotourism and the Murchison Regions
aspiration:

1. Achieve Murchison Aspiring
Geopark Status

2. Murchison National Geopark
Certification

3. Murchison Geopark UNESCO
Certification

The ABC of Geotourism

A — Abiotic (non-living)

Geology, landforms,
astronomy and climate

B — Biotic (living)
Flora and fauna

C = Cultural (people)

Aboriginal and non
Aboriginal - past and
present
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Thank you

Questions?

Find out more about the Murchison GeoRegion

www.murchisongeoregion.com

 Download a copy of the Murchison GeoRegion Trail
Guide

« Download the free app

murchison

georegion

. . Trail Guidebook
« Facebook page @murchisongeoregion

« Instagram @murchisongeoregion



http://www.murchisongeoregion.com/

