Society Update
Geotourism

From the Australian Geoscience Cdﬁncil:

The National Geotourism Strategy and mining heritage

geotourism opportunities in regional areas that occur outside

parks and reserves, but may contain interesting features and
narratives including geological, biological and cultural elements. This
goal is designed to develop geotourism in areas with regional
communities (especially past and present mining communities) not
covered by significant conservation legislative protections, but still
worthy of recognition and promotion.

Goal 5 unites a cross-section of representatives from mining
groups, Aboriginal heritage and tourism groups, conservation,
tourism and academia to explore tourism potential in places
containing geodiversity that have:

e been exposed or modified by human activities, especially
mining and quarrying

e significant additional value to people, through cultural history,
recreational use or educational opportunity.

G oal 5 of the National Geotourism Strategy (NGS) focuses on

This goal recognises that a range of landscapes in regional Australia
contain either Aboriginal and/or European settlement value, but do
not fit into more ‘traditional’ narratives of geotourism in unmodified
or protected areas. Mining landscapes, both past and present,
possess important educational values and offer interesting
aesthetics and experiences that could be of considerable interest
to tourists. Geotourism opportunities could also arise from the
consequences of mine closure, most of it currently oriented to
environmental remediation (make safe, stable and non-polluting).
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Class of 1968 Melbourne University geologists inspecting the Broken Hill Gossan in September 2018. Images courtesy Angus M Robinson

This has educational value, and highlights system-support values
associated with remediation. There is scope to include the
preservation of mining heritage in situ (eg, gossans and other
examples of economic geological significance), built (eg, buildings,
workings and equipment), and non-built (eg, mining and personnel
records). The geotourism or geoheritage potential needs to be
accepted as the rationale for conserving these as important cultural
heritage assets for new product development. A short video
clip downloaded from bit.ly/3AXZ85R also explains the purpose
of Goal 5.

Aboriginal cultural elements and landscapes cut across widely
accepted, post-settlement landforms and landmarks, and have
values specific to various groups and individuals. Therefore, there is
potential to incorporate and/or communicate (with permission or
via collaboration) creation stories and narratives of landscapes and
features through geotourism. In this context, there is an opportunity
to see a greater emphasis put on the connection across geotourism,
geoheritage and the cultural heritage of Aboriginal people and the
potential for future collaborations. Implicit in this approach is the
need to protect and preserve the cultural heritage of Aboriginal
people, and in particular a recognition of the potential need
to adhere to legislation designed to protect the environment,
biodiversity, and cultural heritage of Australia.
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Roadside mining heritage marker, Ortona Mine and Battery, Gilberton, Far
North Qld *
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Even though other types of heritage protections exist for old
buildings and post-European built heritage, there is an overlap
between these elements and geotourism. Built environments with
geoscientific values (eg, old building stones, quarries, ceremonial
landforms) could incorporate geotourism narratives or be included
into ‘geotouristic’ experiences.

The Goal 5 working group has produced a reference document
that identifies a set of unifying terminology to describe the various
elements and activities that could be included in geotourism
experiences, the agencies and stakeholders required to collaborate
to achieve the initiatives in this strategy, and examples of Australian
and international geotourism activities resembling what is desired
to be achieved through this goal. Mining heritage, for example, has
been already recognised at both international and national levels in
heritage protection, and is worth conserving and presenting as a
significant contribution to regional economic development and
adaptive re-use of landscape in other countries.

Opportunities (in no particular order) that could be investigated
by members of the Goal 5 working group include the following:

e Murchison-Region and Kalgoorlie-Boulder (WA)
e _ historic-Burra, Blinman, Arkaroola, and the
Copper Triangle (SA)

e Mt lIsa, Far NQ mining districts and the Central Highlands
(Queensland)
e Lightning Ridge, Cobar, Broken Hill, the Blue Mountains,
the Central West, New England and the Hunter Valley (NSW)
e Madame Berry Deep Lead Landscape at Creswick and the
NE Region Goldfields (Victoria)
Rosebery, Queenstown, and Derby (Tasmania)
e Pine Creek Region and Tennant Creek (NT).

A number of these areas could be selected to explore the geotourism
opportunities regarding their consequential and beneficial
impact on local mining communities, as well as the potential of
incorporation into more comprehensive packaged, tourism industry
products. We must also remember the significance of several
ancient sites, potentially older than 40 000 years, of the Wilgie Mia
Aboriginal Ochre mine in the Weld Range (WA) and the Koonalda
Cave Aboriginal Flint mine in the Nullabor (SA).

The historic Blinman mine in the Flinders Ranges is a case in
point. Tom Raimondo and his team of Project LIVE (University of
South Australia) have already demonstrated the application of 3D
visualisation and augmented reality technologies to improve the
tourism experience: an aspiration that feeds into Goal 1 of the NGS
(ab.co/2TW8Fty).

As an example of a mining heritage site located within the
Etheridge GeoRegion of Far North Qld, the Ortona Mine and Battery
is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Qld's early
mining history, particularly the effort employed in the exploration
and development of mineral deposits: in this case, copper. The site,
located 100 km south of the current township of Georgetown,
was the most isolated copper mine and treatment plant in the
Georgetown Mining District. It contains historical landscape
qualities and demonstrates a combination of natural and cultural
heritage values.

In summary, Goal 5 seeks to identify geotourism opportunities
that bring together cross-sections of the community, represent
a range of stakeholder groups, and incorporate the holistic
characteristics of Australian geotourism. It is proposed that the
Heritage Committee and the Social and Environment and Geoscience
Societies of The Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy,
another key member of the Australian Geoscience Council, take a
significant role in advancing the aspirations of Goal 5, as it relates
to the opportunity for engagement by mining industry professionals.
The Goal 3 working group (led by David Robson, Chair of the GSA
Geotourism Standing Committee) will be providing advice about
the development of geotrails that can service these mining
heritage areas.

Melinda McHenry, who is the Physical Geographer and Learning
& Teaching Strategist at the University of Tasmania, is leading a
comprehensive team of specialists comprising this working group
and can be contacted via melinda.mchenry@utas.edu.au for further
information. Melinda is happy to include any GSA members who
would like to engage with the NGS through participation in the work
of the Goal 5 Working Party.

ANGUS M ROBINSON
Coordinator, National Geotourism Strategy
Australian Geoscience Council
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amd geotourism
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Warrambungle National Park geotrails

e BEmumbemale geotrails are self-quided, app-based tours
it pwite = ime=raciive adventure for visitors to this scenic
Sk, ssmlemeng == mamy spectacular and iconic volcanic

Semees Dew=ames oy o= Geological Survey of NSW (GSNSW)
mlsEnen with loczl sizkeholders, the geotrails tell the
St sy @F Wzsumbungle Volcano. The volcano was
S s e Mimo=me epoch, around 18 to 14 million years
S e e spe slow Earih's crust. Erosion since that time

has produced some outstanding scenery and revealed the
volcano's inner workings. Visitors can see evidence of dynamic
volcanic processes including lava flows, destructive mud flows
and exploding lava domes.

Five geotrails are available as separate downloads, so visitors
can pick whichever suits their interests or fitness level. One is a
driving geotrail, three are for walking and one links three areas
in the park's central valley. Key points of interest have been
geo-tagged to pop up upon reaching the site.

All the GSNSW geotrails, including those for Port Macquarie
and Newcastle, can be accessed by downloading the free NSW
GeoTours app to a smartphone or tablet (Android and Apple).

SIMONE MEAKIN
Manager Publications and Outreach, Geological Survey of NSW

Crater Bluff, Warrumbungle National Park. Image courtesy Guy Fleming
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