s

.. s i == =

In the news this issue Western Australia Star Swamp

m 2021 Superstars of STEM geotrail project proposal
. Perth turned on an excellent morning for us as we walked and
» Western Australia Star Swamp workshopped Star Swamp to determine its characteristics and a
geotrail project proposal design for a geotrail. It was the 27 September 2020 and our task
. was to research and present the geological heritage of the
w GSA InStagram o . beSt lmage swamp, which is situated in a 100-hectare native bushland
= National Rock Garden reserve around 15 kilometres north-west of Perth. Our work

would then be interpreted to inform the establishment of
a geotrail within Star Swam

2021 Superstars of STEM

Congratulations to GSA members Marissa Betts and
Heather Handley for being accepted as 2021 Superstars | : ] 4
Of STEM. ] ' o ' Supporting Geoparks, Geotourism and (e

Geotrails in Western Australia

Superstars of STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) aims to smash society's gender assumptions about
scientists and increase the public visibility of women in STEM.

Science and Technology Australia (STA) started Superstars of
STEM to create a critical mass of celebrity Australian women who
work as scientists and technologists — role models for young
women and girls — and to work towards equal representation in
the media of women and men working in all fields in STEM.

Along with 58 other women employed in STEM roles, over [E5=
the next two years Marissa and Heather will: - 4‘ GEOPARKS|w.
@ be supported to become highly visible public role models ' | v
o build their public profile through training,in public ‘ ) vwwgeoparkswacom.au

speaking, media and communicating with influence and
through creating oppaunities to practice their newly
acquired skills £

@ be empowered to share their story and work with general
audiences by learning advanced communications skills and

gaining an understanding of traditional media, social media  pavid Pike (President — Friends of Star Swamp), Charmaine Thomas (GSWA)
and story-telling ) and Alan Briggs (President — Geoparks WA and GSA member). All images
courtesy Alan Briggs

® smash the imposter syndrome and build confidence in

professional settir?gs, and co.mmunica}te with influence in After a brief introduction to Geoparks WA (President Alan
the.lr.vx./orkplaces, in the media and with leaders and Briggs) and Friends of Star Swamp (President David Pike),
politicians ) David led us around Star Swamp describing the sites and

o speak tc? and directly encoura.ge young women and vegetation. And there was plenty to see.
chonigitls ostady and stay irFEHL. Eleven members of the Geological Survey of WA and
GSA-WA were engaged as David linked the vegetation to the soil
profiles and limestone outcrops. We headed back into the
Henderson Environmental Centre for coffee and cakes before
contributing to how the area might be interpreted for its geology.
Plenty of ideas were raised, from signage to apps and Q-coded
sites to extended geotrails. David and | will work on the project
with the City of Stirling with input from GSWA and GSA-WA to
. develop and interpret the geotrail for Star Swamp. A fabulous

y morning all round.
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The walk was hosted by Friends of

Star Swamp and Geoparks WA. City of
Stirling contributed to the morning tea.
Thank you to GSA for arranging the
workshop online and to GSWA for
circulating information among their
staff.

ALAN BRIGGS
President — Geoparks WA
geoparkswa@gmail.com
Facebook: Geoparks WA

City ofigtirling interpretation about early marl quarrying at Star Swamp

: used to seal,‘hewlyfcdn's,tfuéied, :
art of the first housing subdivision in.

be seen when the swamp is

% | Star Swamp Heritage Trail

GSA-WA member Walter Witt reviewing signage at Star Swamp visitor area. NO geo-interpretation!
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