The National Geotourism Strategy and the GSA

n April, the Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) launched

a National Geotourism Strategy that is being designed to

support the orderly development of major geotourism projects
and activities in line with overseas trends and domestic regional
development imperatives. The AGC is the peak council of
geoscientists, of which the GSA is a major member.

Tourism industry development can significantly benefit from
the holistic approach of geotourism — a pursuit that adds value
to traditionally structured, nature-based tourism by generating
new product development. This can include geology, landscape,
flora and fauna, as well as cultural heritage attributes, both
Aboriginal and post European settlement, such as mining.

When launching the Strategy, AGC President and GSA
member David Cohen said the Council believes it will gain
endorsement and support at all levels of government. Given the
success of such initiatives in other countries, there will be
considerable economic, employment and societal benefits for
regional Australia.

The development of a National Ecotourism Strategy in 1994
and subsequent state and territory-based initiatives is considered
as a particularly useful precedent and guide. Of significance
internationally is that development of geotourism in Australia
lags many other countries' approaches. This is notwithstanding
Australia having already taken the initiative in several areas to

- develop the concepts underpinning geotourism, which has been

done through identifying and developing several significant
georegions and establishing an array of geotrails.

With guidance from an overarching specialist reference group
led by past Chair of the AGC and GSA member, Jon Hronsky, and
with input from dedicated working groups, the AGC sees the
articulation of a strategy with a staged and incremental approach
as essential to ultimately gain government endorsement at all
levels.

The Granites, Murchison GeoRegion, WA. Image courtesy Jarrad Seng
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Members of the GSA Geotourism Standing Committee,
including its immediate past Chair Mark Asendorf, have also
contributed to the development of the Strategy. GSA members
Simone Meakin, Angus M Robinson, David Robson and Bill Shaw
have assumed lead roles as working party Chairs. GSA Councillor
Heather Handley, in her capacity as Chair of the GSA Geosites
Working Group, will also play in key role in the implementation
process.

The pursuit of geotourism offers the potential for new
industries and employment opportunities through the
development of major projects within Australia. Very
significantly, from a strategic perspective, the AGC recognises
that the development of geotourism may be one of the best
ways to communicate the value of geoscience to the broader
Australian community. The AGC considers that this improved
profile for geoscience is likely to have a positive impact in other
areas of strategic importance. Most notable is the need for
continuing tertiary enrolments in geoscience, which are required
to meet Australia's needs for highly qualified geoscience
graduates and researchers into the future.

The National Geotourism Strategy embraces seven strategic
goals:

1. Development of new digital technologies to deliver and
interpret natural and cultural heritage content for the
traveller or visitor, particularly highlighting geology and
landscape. Working Group Chair: Mark Williams,
mark.williams@utas.edu.au

2. To define an approval pathway for major geotourism
projects. Working Group Chair and Strategy Coordinator:
Angus M Robinson, 0418 488 340,

. . -1
angus@lelsuresolutlong.com.au

3. To establish a framem{ for creating high-quality,
sustainable geotrails. Working Group Chair (and member of
the GSA Geotourism Standing Committee): David Robson,
robodavidf @gmail.com
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Strategic Goal 3 recognises that geotrail development
could readily be pursued by individual geological surveys in
collaboration with university/museum interest groups, as
well as state/territory divisions and branches of interested
professional societies, particularly the GSA and the
Australian Institute of Geoscientists,

There are also a wide range of smaller, dedicated journeys
along walking tracks, old rail easements and the like, being
deemed suitable for development as geotrails throughout
Australia. The AGC believes that new sustainable geotrail
development (at local, regional, and national levels) should
be pursued by opening dialogue with existing walking,
biking and rail trail interest groups and operators.

To participate in implementing this goal, interested GSA
members are invited to contact the Working Party Chair, or
the Chairs of any of the other working groups.

4. To establish a national framework for geoheritage listings
suitable for geotourism; this task will include input from
both the GSA Geological Heritage and Geotourism Standing
Committees. Working Group Chair: Jason Bradbury,
Jason.Bradbury@dpipwe.tas.gov.au

5. To develop geotourism in regional mining communities with {
potential geoheritage and cultural heritage sites. The AGC
anticipates that the input of the Australasian Institute of
Mining and Metallurgy will be influential in implementing
this goal through its Heritage Committee and both its Social
and Environment and Geoscience Societies. Working Group
Chair: Melinda McHenry, melinda.mchenry@utas.edu.au

6. To strengthen Australia's international geoscience standing
through geotourism excellence. Working Group Chair:
Bill Shaw, pastpresident@agc.org.au

7. To develop and enhance the geoscience interpretation and
communication skills of everyone actively involved in the
presentation of geosites, enabling the provision of accurate
and thematic information in an accessible manner. Working
Group Chair: Simone Meakin,
simone.meakin@planning.nsw.gov.au

Geotourism is booming internationally. lconic Australian tourism
destinations and products, particularly in regional and outback
regions, must be transformed to meet both the needs of domestic
and global travellers seeking superior travel experiences.

ANGUS M ROBINSON
Coordinator, National Geotourism Strategy
Australian Geoscience Council

Ron Boyd from the University of Newcastle at the launch of the
Port Macquarie Coastal Geotrail in May 2018. Image courtesy
Ivan Sajko, Port News




