Society Update

Geotourism

e are now a few months into 2021 and life is starting

to return to some semblance of 'normal’ — albeit with

sudden restrictions from time to time. Many of us

have had the opportunity to stop, reflect, and think
not just about the implications of life in a COVID-19 constrained
world, but also our roles in it.

| have seen many of my friends and colleagues think hard
about the decisions that have shaped their lives and careers, and
observed a shift in thinking about what is important, what is not,
and what is 'meaningful’ to them. | know this has more to play
out, and | look to the future with optimism, sensing a balancing
of old-school thinking, new ways of doing things, and a renewed
desire to explore possibilities and expand beyond well-worn
paradigms into new territory.

Many of these themes and issues were discussed, very much
front and centre, at the Australian Earth Sciences Conference
(AESC) on 9-12 February. For the first time, it was entirely online.
Before anything else mentioned, | must offer my congratulations
and thanks to the team who put together such a brilliant,
engaging and informative conference. | know many people toiled
and agonised over the conference under the malign influence of
the realities that the COVID-19 pandemic forced upon us all. They
made a brave decision to go purely online and did the necessary
arranging, coordinating (and dare | say, perhaps the occasional
well-intended 'hard influencing’) to make it the success it turned
out to be. To everyone upfront and those behind the scenes who
made it a success, congratulations and thanf you.

| heard many positive comments jn the weeks fgllowing the
conference, and | dare say man still processing what they
heard. | managed to attend Martin Kranendogk's talk on the
search for life on Mars, and Kate Selway's presentation about the
challenges in attracting ‘'new blood' to the geosciences —
particularly with declining academic pathways and the appeal

and promotion of alternative career options. Both presentations
raised some fundamental issues that are well worth the
grey-matter effort and time to contemplate.

Addressing a number of the key goals of the National
Geotourism Strategy (NGS), AESC 2021 provided the platform
to ensure that geotourism received a high level of coverage.
[n the first session, a keynote by Tom Raimondo with further
detail provided by Pat James on new digital technologies (virtual
and augmented reality) commenced proceedings, followed by
a range of presentations on geotrails by Guy Fleming (NSW),
Mark Asendorf (Darwin), Anett Weishelt (Red Centre, NT),
Bill D'Arcy and George Winter (SE Qld).

The second session included a status report of the NGS by
Angus M Robinson, current geotourism developments in
Tas (Mike Vicary), geotourism interpretation (Russell Boswell) and
geoparks (Alan Briggs and Ross Dowling).

| learnt more about the work going on around the country in
the geotourism space, including my own backyard — and it was
impressive! From east to west and north to south, several projects
had significant progress, despite the impacts of the bushfires and
COVID-19 pandemic — testament to the will, passion and
dedication of the individuals, groups and organisations involved.
The robust and engaging discussions following were also
informative, and | learnt a lot. | hope others also benefited from
my own experiences concerning the development and release of
the Darwin City Geotrail in August 2020.

April 2021 also saw the launch of the NGS by the Australian
Geoscience Council. Seven strategic goals have been refined
through a consultative process extending over the past several
years. Further details about these goals and the working
groups formulated to progress them can be found at:
www.agc.org.au/geoscience-in-australia/geotourism.
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While it is extremely satisfying to see the NGS finally released
and offer a framework and strategic direction for geotourism
development and promotion in Australia, it also comes at a time
of personal change.

As mentioned above and in previous TAG articles, the last
18 months have been a roller coaster of bushfire and COVID-
related challenges for everyone. The AESC also saw a change
within the GSA's Governing Council as part of their constitution,
and a new Governing Council has been elected. | congratulate
Peter Betts as the newly elected President along with the rest
of the Governing Council. In response to my own career shift
into an ICT-related role within the utility industry late last year,
I have also decided to relinquish the position of Chair of the
Geotourism Standing Committee. It was not a decision | entered
into lightly; but heart, gut and instinct tell me it is time to pass
the baton on.

My passion for the geosciences, geotourism and my
unrelenting and unapologetic promotion of Darwin, the NT and
northern Australia has not waned. But | increasingly found the
demands on time incompatible with the expectations of the new
role that | have committed to, and my desire to spend more time
with family. It has been a rich and rewarding two years, which
| have enjoyed and appreciated.

So, a few thank yous are needed:

First, to those in the Geotourism Standing Committee.
I always enjoyed the meetings and learning about the
adventures, successes and trials in other jurisdictions around the
country.

Angus M Robinson has provided guidance support and —
when needed — a healthy dose of pragmatic perspective. It was
great working with Angus during his period as Chair of the
Committee and with the NGS during its formation, and
I'look forward to my involvement in the NGS as part of Working
Group 5 under the guidance of the Chair, Melinda McHenry —
and assisting where needed on other NGS working groups,
particularly geotrails.

Jo Parr and Sue Fletcher for their perspective, guidance, and
advice over the last two years.

The many geoscience, geospatial, agency and industry experts
who share the interest in geotourism and its potential, especially
for regional economic development.

My friends and colleagues at the NT Geological Survey who
assisted and provided insight into diverse topics covering
geoscience, geoheritage or geotourism.

And my family for putting up with me and my strange
geoscientific and geospatial oddities.

I continue to contribute, support, and promote local
geoheritage and geotourism activities and pursuits wherever and
however | can, and look forward to the next few months as the
opportunities under the NGS are realised.

Wishing everyone the best for the rest of 2021 and beyond.
Safe travels, and remember — visit and buy local first (then come
to the Territory!).

MARK ASENDORF MBT BSC GISP-AP
Former Chair, Geotourism Standing Committee
(March 2019 - March 2021)
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

Delegate representation includes academia, industry, government research organisations,

consultants and service providers.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

The Organising Committee invites submissions to the conference for consideration and inciusion in the

technical programme. The main theme for the conference is The Critical Role of Minerals in the Carbon
. Neutral Future. Submissions are encouraged on topics related to mineral deposit research, exploration,

sustainable development and environmental and social aspects related to mineral deposits.

Abstracts must be submitted via the official website link at www.sga2022 org where a full list of

themes and guidelines for submission can be found.
Abstract Snbmiwwn Deadline - September 2021

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT CONFER
sga2022@confer.co.nz | www.sga2022.org
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WHEN: 28 ~ 31 March 2022, plus pre- an&fpcst- conference field trips and short courses.
WHERE: Rotorua Energy Events Centre in Rotorua, New Zealand.

Rotorua, New Zealand + 28 - 31 March 2022 - www.sga2022.org




