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Society Update
Geotourism

he new year has started at full throttle and by all accounts

may be as eventful as 2020 ended up being. It was a

challenging year and made us as a society question many

basic tenets of our lives. Who we are as a species, and the
more existential questions about ourselves, our society and our
impact on the planet.

For many, the main questions of 2020 involved sustaining a
way of life and being able to keep food on the table, maintain
employment and finances and keep in good health and spirits while
the worst of the pandemic and the measures to contain it were in
place. For others it was a period of additional distress due to those
in isolation, particularly around the sick and aging, and our basic
instincts of support and assistance was compromised. | had several
friends and family who lost loved ones, and my heart goes out to
them and all others who suffered loss and grief during these times.

Yet signs of ingenuity, innovation and refusal to let a bad
situation become worse saw many of us adapt to new ways of
operating, including the many virtual meetings that are now part of
the way we work and communicate. While the technology has been
around for a while, it became commonplace as many workplaces
simply could not operate as they had been. A sense of collaboration
and community has been re-established as many — once isolated —
reached out to one another for advice, support and comfort.

In short, it has been an emotional and challenging year.

It is in the sense of the final point — the increased spirit of
collaboration — that many advances in Australian geotourism have
occurred, and it is worth highlighting a few of the achievements in
2020 and applauding the efforts of those involved.

With the support of their Geological Survey organisations, NSW
and WA continue to lead the charge in geotourism activities,
with both states launching new geotrails and supporting the
identification of new georegions. | am also aware of several more in
the 'planning pipeline’ in each state, which demonstrates the
efforts of the government agencies, other organisations and the
passionate dedication of those individuals involved. Check out
the links below to learn more:
tinyurl.com/NSW-geotrails
tinyurl.com/WA-geotrails.

Yet, by no means does this suggest the rest of Australia is
lagging. On the contrary, many projects are underway.

In a national perspective, the Australian Geoscience Council has
advanced the National Geotourism Strategy. Following two successful
meetings of a specialist Reference Group, working groups are now being
formed to advance the seven key goals of the Strategy.

Tas, Qld, ACT, SA and the NT have all made progress in advancing
geotourism (or at least nature-based tourism) in their jurisdictions.
The emergence of the Central Victorian Goldfields World Heritage
listing bid project — which is a partnership between 13 local
governments, regional organisations, academia and the private sector
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A spectacular sight — the mighty Jim Jim Falls in Kakadu

on behalf of the Central Victorian Goldfields community — is an
encouraging development. This partnership represents almost half a
million people, embracing 40 000 square kilometres and 17% of Vic.
The bid seeks to achieve a World Heritage listing to celebrate the
history and heritage of the region: goldfieldsworldheritage.com.au.

SA also deserves a special mention for its consideration of the
Flinders Ranges for World Heritage nomination. Having tramped
through that part of the world many years ago with a young family,
enjoying the delights of the region and the ‘camp oven cook-off'
in Blinman, | certainly hope the bid is successful. It is an amazing
place that left a lasting impression, and is worthy for its geoheritage,
scenery, history and outstanding geotourism potential. For those
wanting to learn more, the following link is a great place to start:
www.landscape.sa.gov.au/saal/parks/world-heritage-nomination-
for-the-flinders-ranges.

And last (but not least) | mention the NT. | completed and
launched the integrated Darwin City Geotrail in August 2020. It is
available at: arcg.is/11bHaGO.

A

Those reading this article will be doing so after the Australian
Earth Sciences Convention, where my presentation outlines the
motivations, process, and some of the 'how to' aspects that resulted
in the geotrail's development and its initial release. The work was a
net result of years of study, research and — as my wife would put it —
a compulsion to get completed. | have bigger plans for improvements
over the next few months, and hope the integrated Darwin City
Geotrail serves to inspire others and additional collaboration among
other stakeholders to both improve the existing geotrail and create a
network of integrated geotrails in the NT. It is a lofty ambition, but
one | am passionate about and dedicated to achieving.

However, more importantly for the NT was the GSA submission
to the draft Kakadu Tourism Masterplan released by Parks Australia,
which was co-authored by Margaret Brocx, Cathy Brown and myself.
The Kakadu Tourism Masterplan is an ambitious but infinitely worthy
pursuit of positioning Kakadu National Park as a premier destination
over the next decade. It outlines the site, infrastructure and service
upgrades along with associated commercial, collaborative and
government initiatives that will achieve this. The GSA position was
that the 2.5-billion-year-old geological and mining history of the
park are stories that fits seamlessly into the overall narrative of
Kakadu, and that supplement the flora, fauna and cultural aspects
well established in the tourism masterplan. Those interested can
access the GSA submission here: tinyurl.com/Kakadu-response.

While there is no guarantee that any of our recommendations will
be adopted, we hope that our arguments are be considered, and both
geoheritage and geotourism needs are met with the final version.

| also had an opportunity to visit the park with family early in
the new year and spent two nights each at Cooinda and Jabiru.
While it was "the off season’, there was still plenty to do and see
and experience. A highlight for the family was the flight over the
Arnhem Plateau and escarpment and the amazing waterfalls.
A decent wet season has invigorated the top end — much of which
has experienced several years of sub-average rainfall. Jim Jim Falls
is a spectacular sight, as are the nearby yellow waters. For those
who haven't yet had the opportunity to experience Kakadu, make
sure you put it front and centre in your plans for 2021.

As we start a new year, the geotourism movement continues to
evolve and adapt to the changing world we now inhabit. This is
particularly the case in the light of the COVID-19-impacted pivot of
tourism away from international to domestic sectors, and with
Australians discovering regional outback Australia in ever-increasing
numbers. Opportunities for geotourism abound!

MARK ASENDORF
Chair, Geotourism Standing Committee

For national news and
events follow the GSA
on Facebook: Geological
Society of Australia
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