Society Update
Geotourism

ince March, COVID-19 has dominated our lives and while parts of
Australia are returning to a species of 'normal’ that is
recognisable, other parts of the country are still facing ongoing
concerns. It is a challenge that is being addressed, but it is clear
there is a long road to travel before we are over it. As per my previous
articles | hope everyone avoids the worst and stays safe in these times.

A study by the University of Sydney quoted in the
Daily Telegraph UK cites a global economic loss from COVID-19
of $3.8 trillion and an impact on the employment of 147 million people
(tinyurl.com/y3f7zqve). The Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) also released their ‘Tourism Policy Response
to the coronavirus (COVID-19)' and identified an expected
decline of between 60-80% in international tourism in 2020
(tinyurl.com/y5tif3cr). These are staggering numbers.

The same paper also highlighted that domestic tourism "which
accounts for around 75% of the tourism economy in OECD countries, is
expected to recover more quickly. It offers the main chance for driving
recovery.” Various tourism-focused initiatives have been initiated by
government across the country to reinvigorate the domestic tourism

On 10 July UNESCO announced 15 new Global Geoparks
in Asia, Europe, and America, advancing the total number to
161 spread across 44 countries. | was encouraged to see many
geotourism initiatives completed in Australia, and many more in the
advanced stages of planning.

NSW, SA and WA are leading the charge with respect to advancing
geotourism. Activities in some form or another have been proposed or
initiated across the country, and Geotourism Standing Committee
members in those states have been involved in formal or volunteer
capacities. Despite the challenges, the attitude of the last Standing
Committee meeting in late June was one of cautious optimism.

The accompanying table describes the initiatives occurring around
the country for visibility to GSA members and to encourage those who
are interested to contact their Standing Committee members to find
out more. Contact details are on the GSA website (www.gsa.org.au)
under the Geotourism tab. New geotourism ideas are always welcomed
— and your nearest Geotourism committee member or State and
Territory Division contacts are a great starting point.

There is plenty happening around Australia, and still ample

sector.

opportunity for those with the interest, knowledge and passion to get

Given the challenge of these times, | reflected on geotourism involved.
achievements during the year while preparing the report for the

Annual General Meeting.

MARK ASENDORF Chair, Geotourism Standing Committee

NSW
Sydney Geotrail

Concept being developed and coordinated

Port Macquarie Coastal Geotrail

4 km walk developed

Newcastle Coastal Geotrail

Geotrail around Newcastle Coastal region

Warrumbungle National Park

Geotrail for the Warrumbungle National Park

Central Darling River Region

Geotrail for the central Darling River region

‘Mutawintji National Park

Geotrail for the Mutawintji National Park

NSW Geotours App

Smartphone app

Coast to Ku-ring-gai Geopark

Progression of the geopark/geotrail from the NSW coast to the Ku-ring-gai National Park

Hunter Valley (Wonnarua) National

Mining Park

Advised via email from A Robinson on 14 July 2020 of this proposal, but unsure of details at this stage

SA
Kangaroo Island

A recognised Australian National Landscape area that was significantly impacted through by bushfires in 2019-2020. Rehabilitation
of areas and construction of new tourism-related infrastructure is being completed.

SA Heritage Alliance

Alliance formed in 2019 to combine the natural and built heritage of SA

Flinders Ranges World Heritage

A recognised Australian National Landscape. Scientific studies have been completed nominations to support the World
Heritage nomination.

Nullarbor Cliffs Geoheritage

A 2020 paper has been released detailing recent studies of the cliffs with dates of 5 Ma — far older than previously thought

WA
Kalbarri Skywalk

The Kalbarri Skywalk, located 600 km north of Perth, was officially opened by the Government of WA

Murchison GeoRegion

Mid West Development Commission is preparing to launch the GeoRegion in 2020; community discussions are ongoing.

Rottnest Island

ECU Masters Student thesis ‘Stakeholder perceptions of establishing a Geopark on Rottnest Island’

Walpole-Nornalup Inlet

Calls by geoheritage specialists that this area, located 500 km south of Perth, may be suitable for geoconservation—focuéed
geotourism. Independently, a UTAS Masters student has also suggested the area may be suitable for georegional consideration.

Wheatbelt

PhD thesis 'Stakeholder perceptions of establishing a Geopark in the Wheatbelt' nearing completion

Southern Forests

Discussions held with Southern Forest and Valleys Tourism Associated. Workshops planned to outline geotourism concepts
and georegional development options.

Tas
West Coast Geotrail

Geotrail covering the landscapes and geology of Western Tas, detailing natural and historic mining features

Furneaux Geotrail

Geotrail on Flinders Island in Bass Strait. Stage 1 and the initial release was completed in 2019 with Stage 2 extensions and
inclusion of new geosites completed in 2020.

Qld

Recreational trail geological logging

GSA-Qld has sponsored a project to log the geology adjacent to rail trails. More than 300 km has been captured with plans for
publication in the future.

NT
Darwin City Geotrail

Submission forwarded as part of the ‘Transforming Public Spaces Challenge’, which outlined a potential geotrail extending from the
wharf precinct to Doctors Gully, covering historical buildings of the Darwin CBD, Esplanade and WWII sites of interest. Concept
under review.

ACT P
National Roek Garden

Ongoing enhancement of the NRG with the recent acquisition of two rocks from Antarctica. These have not yet been incorporated.
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A new geotrail for the
Newcastle coastline

Geotrails provide a unique tourism experience
by guiding visitors on a journey focused on
the local geology. Designed to promote an
understanding of Earth Sciences, they enable
people to explore the natural environment and
learn about its diversity.

Following on from the popular Port
Macquarie Coastal Geotrail launched in 2018,
new geotrails are being developed by the
Geological Survey of NSW (GSNSW) in
collaboration with partners. For the Newcastle
Coastal Geotrail, GSNSW has partnered with
the University of Newcastle, City of Newcastle
and local geologists.

The new geotrail largely follows scenic
Bathers Way and is a walk or drive of about
10 km one-way. Prominent rock platforms and
cliffs of the coastline, from Nobbys Beach to
Merewether Beach, record many different
geological environments. These Permian to
Quaternary features reveal a story of major
volcanic eruptions, river floodplains and
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swamps that were covered by vast Gondwana
forests, volcanic activity associated with

the opening of the Tasman Sea and more
recent changes in sea-level and the natural
movement of beach sand. The stretch of
coastline is considered a significant
geoheritage site in NSW.

The geotrail explains the geological
processes that created the landscape on which
the city of Newcastle is built — from the rocky
ridges to the reclaimed land of the inner
city — and the use of natural resources by
Aboriginal and European inhabitants. It
highlights how different rocks were formed,
and helps the public identify fossils and
geological features. Useful information on
environmental science and physical geology
for science educators and students is also
provided.

The Warrumbungle National Park Geotrail
will also soon be released, while production
has started on geotrails for the central Darling
River region and Mutawintji National Park.

All projects involve collaboration with local
councils, site custodians, stakeholders and
community.

View south from Strzelecki Headland along the
Newcastle Coastal Geotrail. Image courtesy Guy
Fleming, GSNSW

Each geotrail will have an associated
printed brochure and a free, self-guided tour
app. The NSW GeoTours app can be pre-loaded
onto Apple and Android mobile phones or
tablets, with key sites geotagged stop-by-stop
along a geotrail using the device's inbuilt GPS. i
During National Science Week in August, a
webinar will present a public virtual tour of
the Newcastle Coastal Geotrail. g
For more information, email
geoscience.products@geoscience.nsw.gov.au.
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