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Purpose of the Submission

On 31 July 2019, the Senate resolved to establish a Select Committee into the ‘Jobs for the Future in
Regional Areas’. The committee will inquire and report on the following matters:

® new industries and employment opportunities that can be created in the regions;

* the number of existing jobs in regional areas in clean energy technology and ecological services
and their future significance;

® lessons learned from structural adjustments in the automotive, manufacturing and forestry
industries and energy privatisation and their impact on labour markets and local economies;

® the importance of long-term planning to support the diversification of supply chain industries
and local economies; {

® measures to guide the transition into new industries and employment, including:
community infrastructure to attract investment and job creation;

® the need for a public authority to manage the transition;

*  meaningful community consultation to guide the transition; and
the role of vocational education providers, including TAFE, in enabling reskilling and retraining;

® the use of renewable resources in Northern Australia to build a clean energy export industry to
export into Asia; and

e any related matters.

This submission provides background information that outlines the potential for new industries and
employment opportunities through the development of major geotourism projects within Australia.

By way of comparison, the evidence from a 2012 study in Ireland demonstrated that the geotourism and
geoheritage sector was a major contributor to the Irish economy, with total revenues (visitor expenditures)
directly attributable to this sub-sector amounting to over €370 million in 2016, while the sector, directly
contributes almost €240 million to Irish economy GVA/GDP. The sector supported 8,767 FTEs on an
economy-wide basis, as well as €415 million in GVA and over €660 million in output (Source: An Economic
Review of the Irish Geoscience Sector prepared by Indecon International Economic Consultants).

The Australian Geoscience Council and Geotourism

The Australian Geoscience Council Inc (AGC) is the Peak Council of geoscientists in Australia. It represents
nine major Australian geoscientific societies with a total membership of over 8,000 individuals comprising
industry, government and academic professionals in the fields of geology, geophysics, geochemistry, mineral
and petroleum exploration, environmental geoscience, hydrogeology and geomorphology.

Under its current 2015-2020 Strategic Plan, as a geoscience advocacy opportunity, the AGC has decided to
promote to facilitate a draft National Geotourism strategy to accommodate the orderly development of
major geotourism projects and activities in line with overseas trends and domestic regional development
imperatives. The AGC has developed a draft strategy and sees the development of a staged and
incremental approach of this draft strategy as being essential to gain government endorsement at all levels.
The development of a National Ecotourism Strategy in 1994 and subsequent state/territory-based initiatives
~is considered as a particularly useful precedent and guide. Of significance internationally is that the
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development of geotourism in Australia lags behind many countries’ approach, notwithstanding the fact
Australia has taken the initiatives in a number of areas in development of the concepts underpinning
geotourism.

In the process of advocating geotourism, the AGC has met with and made presentations to the Geoscience
Working Group (GWG), a body representing all the state and territory geological surveys as well as the
national Geoscience Australia agency.

AGC recognises that geotourism is a significant emerging and growing global phenomenon. Geotourism has
been defined by a key AGC member, the Geological Society of Australia (GSA) as ‘tourism which focuses on
an area's geology and landscape as the basis for providing visitor engagement, learning and enjoyment’. It
has links with adventure tourism, cultural tourism and ecotourism, but is not synonymous with any of these
forms of tourism, although in broad terms it actually embraces them all (Appendix A).

Geotourism can be delivered through the development of both ‘geotrails’ and ‘geoparks’. Whilst ‘geotrail’
development has gained favour from governments in Australia, the same cannot be claimed to date for the
establishment of ‘geoparks’.

Employment benefits through the adoption of a strategy to support and promote geotourism include the
following.

* New domestic employment and consulting opportunities for natural/cultural heritage
professionals — design of interpretation signage/boards, design of geotrails etc.

® Management roles in geoparks and mining parks, regional development and local government
agencies.

®  Flow-on employment in tour operations and townships resulting from increased tourism
visitation.

®  Opportunities for pastoralists to develop ‘farm stay’ and ‘station stay’ tourism operations e.g.
Cheela Plains Station Stay in the Pilbara, Western Australia www.cheelaplains.com.au

Societal benefits for local communities include the following.

® A mechanism for celebrating and raising awareness of mining heritage, past and present.

e  Anopportunity to enhance community engagement and build value into ‘Social Licence’
considerations.

® By celebrating geological heritage, and in connection with all other aspects of the area’s natural
and cultural heritage, geotourism enhances awareness and understanding of key issues facing
society, such as using our earth’s resources sustainably.

* By raising awareness of the importance of the area’s geological heritage in society today,
geotourism gives local people a sense of pride in their region and strengthens their
identification with the area.

In summary, the over-riding socio-economic benefits of geotourism include the following.

® Measurable economic benefits - additional visitors, direct and regional economic output,
household income and wages, and local employment.

* Through establishment of a management entity, higher level of centralised coordination in
areas of product development, travel and hospitality services, tourism promotion/branding.

®  Maximisation of sustainable development and management of overtourism (an emerging issue
in Tasmania).
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® Aframework for focus on the 10 UNESCO Topics e.g. culture, education, climate change,
geoconservation, sustainable development etc.

® Through its defined mission, community engagement is maximised and measured.

Geotrails

A geotrail can deliver geotourism experiences through a journey underpinned by an area's geology and
landscape. Geotrails are therefore best constructed around routes currently used by tourists i.e. geotrails
should form logical journeys linking accommodation destinations.

Geotrails can comprise roads, walking and biking trails, and disused railway easements.

Geotrails should meld the geological heritage features of a region with a cohesive story and should
incorporate in tourism packages, the biodiversity and cultural components (including mining heritage) of the
region through which the geotrail traverses.

Geotrails do offer the advantages of having universal appeal, and do not compete with or impact on land
management/access issues. They are relatively easy to establish and represent a very cost-effective means
of enhancing regional development.

They are also an effective vehicle for promoting broader community interest in Geoscience and recognition
of it as one of the four fundamental sciences along with Physics, Chemistry and Biology. As such there are
long-term educational and cultural benefits in fostering the appreciation of how our Earth influences
landscape, ecology, and our lifestyles.

More information about geotrails is detailed in Appendix B.

Geoparks

Geotourism attractions are now being developed around the world primarily as a sustainable development
tool for the development of local and regional communities. A major vehicle for such development is
through the concept of ‘geoparks’. A geopark is a unified area with geological heritage of particular
significance, where that heritage is being used to promote the sustainable development of the local
communities who live there.

Unlike World Heritage Areas and national parks, geoparks can embrace both protected and any resource
extraction areas, focusing on sustainable development objectives. Geoparks also focus on community
engagement and ownership. In Australia, national parks focus generally only on biodiversity and more often
than not with insufficient attention given to geological heritage.

At the international level, UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, unified geographical areas where sites and
landscapes of international geological significance are managed with a holistic concept of protection,
education and sustainable development. Whilst World Heritage Areas and national parks are created in
perpetuity, the status of global geoparks are reviewed by UNESCO every four years.

While a geopark must demonstrate geological heritage of particular significance, the purpose of a geopark is
to explore, develop and celebrate the links between that geological heritage and all other aspects of the
area’s natural, cultural and intangible heritages. It is about reconnecting human society at all levels to the
planet we all call home and to celebrate how our planet and it’s 4,600 million years history has shaped every

- aspect of our lives and our societies. Geoparks are both a regional development concept as well as a
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branding tool. They achieve these goals through conservation, education and geotourism. Geoparks can
comprise both protected and non-protected areas and enable and celebrate sustainable development of
primary industries such as mining, agriculture and forestry.

Geoparks can choose to evolve through a series of levels from ‘aspiring’, ‘national’, ‘regional’ (e.g. European
or Asia-Pacific Regions) to ‘global’. There are now hundreds of geoparks around the world. Support to
individual geoparks is offered through the Global Geoparks Network Bureau which is currently representing
140 members from 38 countries. The original target of the Global Geoparks Network is to establish 500
geoparks around the world. The number is growing at a rate of about 10 new global geoparks per year.

On 21st February 2019, the 4th open session of the‘International Geosciences and Geoparks Programme
took place in Paris and determined that the new aspiring geopark applications for the UNESCO Global
Geoparks to be evaluated during 2019 included 14 new applications (of which seven were from countries in

our region i.e. Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam, South Korea and China) and four were extensions to existing
geoparks.

UNESCO member countries are entitled to nominate a maximum of two applications per year.
In the case of Australia, the official channel is the UNESCO representative in Australia, and it is currently
understood that any nomination needs to be reviewed by designated agencies in consultation with the i

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade once approval of the respective State or Territory Governments has
been obtained.

In 2018, following consultations with the national government geoscience agency, Geoscience Australia, it
was recognised that a national approach was needed to better manage major geotourism projects to
maximise these indicative benefits. More information about geoparks is detailed in Appendix C.

Geotourism Projects and the Proposed Draft National Geotourism Strategy

Currently the AGC is of the view that the establishment of a national geotourism strategy offers the best means
of ensuring an orderly development of geotourism on the basis of having first gained government support and
endorsement, recognising that each state and territory has individual needs and priorities. One of the issues
under consideration is that a national geotourism strategy could establish a national set of administrative
procedures for ‘georegional’ assessment to provide for potential geopark nomination at state and national
levels and, as approved by governments, at an international, UNESCO Global Geopark level.

The Australian Geoscience Council submits that geotourism (Appendix A) can deliver, through the various
mechanisms of establishing interpretation centres located at iconic geosites (e.g. Blue Mountains and The
Age of Dinosaurs in Winton), geotrails (Appendix B), other georegional mechanisms (Appendix C and D) and
‘National Landscapes’ (Appendix E). These mechanisms can deliver considerable economic development for
regional Australia. Geotourism offers the potential of generating new destination products and increased
employment opportunities, not only for technically trained people, but right across the travel and hospitality
supply chain, particularly in outback townships.

Chair, Australian Geoscience Council Inc
4th September 2019
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Attachments to the Submission

Appendix A
Definition and Benefits of Geotourism

In summary, geotourism

* adds considerable content value to traditional nature-based tourism (the primary motivator of
travel to Australia) as well as cultural tourism, inclusive of indigenous tourism, thus completing
the holistic embrace of ‘A’ (abiotic — landscape and geology) plus ‘B’ (biotic - flora and fauna)
plus ‘C’ (culture) aspects. It empathises an approach of increasing interest to protected area
managers, particularly given the experience gained from the now discontinued Australian
National Landscape programme;

* celebrates geoheritage and promotes awareness of and better understanding of the
geosciences - of increasing interest to geological survey organisations;

* contributes to regional development imperatives in areas experiencing social and economic
difficulties through increased tourist visitation, particularly from overseas — of increasing
interest to local government authorities (LGAs) and state based, regional development
commissions and agencies;

*  creates professional and career development for geoscientists — of particular interest to the
AGC and constituent member societies;

*  provides a means of highlighting and promoting public interest in mining heritage — of particular
interest to The Australasian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy, the Australasian Mining History
Association and the Australian Institute of Geoscientists;

*  provides the means of increasing public access to geological information through a range of new
information and communication technology (ICT) driven applications e.g. smartphones, drones,
3D visualisation, augmented reality etc. — of increasing interest to geological survey
organisations and visitor information centres; and

* Engenders an increasing awareness of the importance in geology as a fundamental science that
has had and will continue to have major impacts on civilisations.

Geotourism promotes tourism through visits to geological features (geosites), use of ‘geotrails’ and
viewpoints, guided tours, geo-activities (such as geological time trails, fossil walks, rock gardens etc.), and
patronage of visitor centres and museums. Geotourism attractions are now being developed around the
world primarily as a sustainable development tool for the development of local and regional communities.

In 2013, Cartoscope Pty Ltd, a NSW tourism publication company with links to the mining and exploration
industry, received a TQUAL Grant under the Tourism Quality Projects program. This grant from the
Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism supported innovative, sustainable and high-quality tourism
projects and enabled Cartoscope to produce some 100,000 copies of a NSW Geotourism map identifying
some 96 sites in NSW which are significant geological sites, museums or tours. There are short descriptions
of the geology with map references and location flags on the map so the sites can be easily found. Both
public and school teacher responses to the geotourism map and the media publicity has been very positive
and has well exceeded expectations to the extent that a second edition was published and launched in
2018, and which received significant sponsorship from the NRMA, the AGC, the Geological Survey of NSW
(GSNSW), various professional societies, Geoscience Australia, a number of Local Government Authorities
amongst other sponsors.
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