
Achieving World Heritage Listing is 
a complex process that will take a 
number of years.

World Heritage nomination needs to 
be prepared consistent with UNESCO 
World Heritage Operational Guidelines.

Would only submit a nomination if 
absolutely confident it will succeed.

WHAT IS WORLD HERITAGE?
World Heritage is cultural and natural heritage around the world  
considered to be of Outstanding Universal Value to all of  
humanity, both present and future generations.

World Heritage Listing is the highest global recognition of  
the importance of a site.  

There are three foundations to Outstanding Universal Value:

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN A WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION?

Property meets  
the requirements for 

Protection  
and  

Management

Property meets  
one or more  

World Heritage 

Criteria

Outstanding Universal Value

Property meets  
the conditions of

Integrity

Ten very specific criteria

• Six cultural

• Four natural

• Are adequate 
measures in place 
to ensure the values 
are safeguarded over 
time and presented to 
future generations?

• Does the property 
include all the 
elements necessary to 
convey the property’s 
significance?

• What is the condition 
of the property?

All three foundations must be in place for a property to be judged as of  
Outstanding Universal Value.

WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT WORLD 
HERITAGE IN THE FLINDERS RANGES? 
-  Geological and palaeontological  

values of global significance.

-  A compelling story about the  
evolution of complex animal life on 
Earth, over a span of 330 million years, 
from the Precambrian to the Cambrian 
(~830–500 million years ago).

-  There is no other place on Earth 
where the geological record, and 
especially the emergence of complex 
animal life, is so well preserved and 
accessible in a single depositionary 
system (the ‘Adelaide Rift Complex’).

• These outstanding values will be pursued 
against World Heritage criterion (viii): be 
outstanding examples representing major 
stages of Earth’s history, including the 
record of life, significant on-going geological 
processes in the development of landforms, 
or significant geomorphic or physiographic 
features.

• Pursuing World Heritage Listing for 
geological and palaeontological values 
provides a platform to celebrate and 
share, on a global scale, the rich cultural, 
environmental and social values and 
connections that contribute to the Flinders 
Ranges identity and story.

“The oldest reef-forming  
animals on Earth”

“The world’s greatest known  
record of the Ediacaran 

explosion of life” 

“A comprehensive record of  
the Cambrian explosion of life”

“Evidence of changing climates  
and atmospheric support of life”

Achieving World Heritage inscription
Evidence based                 Technically rigorous

Groundwork to test the proposition  
- is it worth pursuing?

Refining the World Heritage narrative

Tentative Listing

Defining the property  
- a serial property with a number  

of component parts

Preparing the nomination document

 

Independent evaluation

Inscription by the World Heritage Committee
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Community involvement critical 
thoughout the nomination process

Develop a shared understanding of  
the property and shared responsibility  
for its future

Ongoing conversations

A community centric process to shape 
and realise opportunities that may come 
from World Heritage Listing

Geology and palaeontology the 
‘backbone’ of the World Heritage 
nomination - how can the community 
use this World Heritage platform to  
share the rich values and identity of  
the Flinders Ranges with the world?

What kind of future does the community  
vision for the Flinders Ranges with World Heritage?

Some ideas shared through conversations so far:

Technical Process

Engaged community

Centre of Excellence  
for research and 

education

Shared benefit

Increased tourism  
- global destination  

of choice

Highly developed 
partnerships  

supporting  
a common  

purpose

Diversified and 
emerging  
industries

Resilient region  
and economy

Infrastucture 
development

Important natural 
and cultural sites are 

celebrated but also 
protected

Regional identity is not 
compromised

Exploring the benefits and opportunities of World Heritage status  
for the Flinders Ranges community and broader region

A partnership approach is critical for a 
successful World Heritage nomination.

The South Australian Department 
of Environment, Water and Natural 
Resources (DEWNR) is the lead 
organisation of the nomination 
process, in partnership with a 
range of agencies, experts and 
representatives that include:

Geological Survey of  
South Australia

South Australian Museum

Australian Federal 
Government

Geology and  
palaeontology experts

IUCN technical advisers

Protected area 
management specialists

Stakeholders and 
community including:

Local Government

Traditional Owners

Tourism operator 
representatives

Research and education 
representatives

Landowner  
representatives

Government
of South Australia

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/aridlands/parks/world-heritage-nomination-for-the-flinders-ranges    @FRWHnomination    DEWNR.FRWH@sa.gov.au   8124 4752 - Liesl Garrett, Technical Coordinator, Flinders Ranges World Heritage Nomination

We would like to acknowledge that the land that is 
subject to the World Heritage nomination process 
in the Flinders Ranges is the traditional lands for the 
Adnyamathanha people and that we respect their 
spiritual relationship with their country. We also 
acknowledge the Adnyamathanha people as the 
custodians of the region and that their cultural and 
heritage beliefs are still as important to the living 
Adnyamathanha people today.

(Poster prepared for the Australian Rangeland Society 19th Biennial Conference, Port Augusta, September 2017) FIS 94925

FLINDERS RANGES
Pursuing the World Heritage potential


